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SC sacks singing judge who 
frequented karaoke bar 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


HE did it his way. Now 
he's singing "Let me try 
again." 

The Supreme Court 
has sacked a Cebu CY | 
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Government Service and Insurance 


Malacafiang announced yesterday. 
Asked whether Ms Arroyo was consid- 


and general manager who is ^ 7 
under fire for allegedly 
mismanaging бе 
state pension fund 
and enriching himself 
їп office, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye 
said: “The performance 
ofall [GOCC] executives 
including Mr. Garcia is, 
being reviewed.” 

Не hinted that Ms AF) 
royo could announce 
new recruits for plum + 
GOCC positions in the , 
coming weeks based оп Ў 
her performance assess- 
ment 

Bunye was also asked 
whether the Palace consid- 
егей Garcia a "sacred cow" 
because of his family's con- 
tribution to Ms Arroyo's 
landslide win in Cebu, which clinched 
her victory in the May elections. 

"Io which Bunye replied: “That (Gar- 
Ча being a sacred cow) is just an im- 
pression." 

But Garcia, whom four congressmen 
and GSIS employees have accused of 
Tunning up to 5.25 million in unliqui- 
dated cash advances, is fighting back. 

He said one of the lawmakers seeking 
а congressional inquiry into the alleged 
mismanagement and misuse of funds by 
GSIS officials was lobbying in behalf of 


WINSTON 


business. 


DESPITE pleas from wife and daughter, 
Iraqi militants execute American 
hostage Jack Hensley. 


Militants behead 
another American 
hostage in Iraq 


BAGHDAD—American hostage Jack 
Hensley was announced beheaded by 
Iraqi militants on Tuesday, just over а 
week before his 49th birthday, and ap- 
parently only 24 hours after compatriot 
Eugene Armstrong was similarly slaugh- 
tered—head sawn off by a blackclad, 
hooded man using a long knife. 

The executioners announced Hens: 
уз fate in an Internet statement, in 
which they again vowed to kill one re- 
maining captive, a Briton, unless ай Iraqi 


suras 
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Ombudsman blames ‘typist’s 
snafu,’ includes agri chief 
By Armand N. Nocum 


NOT SO fast. 

The Office of the Ombudsman has issued a 
separate order, this time including Agricul- 
ture Secretary Arthur Yap's name in a list of 
respondents charged with graft for the al- 
leged overprice scam involving P432 million. 
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GSIS chief fights back vs congressmen 


By Gil Cabacungan jr, A. Noel Velasco and jhunnex Napallacan 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo is reviewing the performance of the 


System's Winston Garcia and oth- 


er “fat cats” in government-owned and -controlled corporations, 


Garcia blames reinsurance companies 


who want to corner multibillion-peso reinsurance 


suse 


reinsurance companies who wanted to 
comer the GSIS’ mulibilion-peso rein- 
surance business. 

71 just hope it is a mere coincidence 
that one of the four congressmen who 
signed the resolution came to my office 
to discuss the reinsurance business of the 
GSIS,” he said, 

Garcia suggested that the criticisms 
against him were being funded by a ca 
bal" of reinsurance brokers who had 
been pressuring him to reverse his poli- 
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Napocor key to solution 
of fiscal crisis-UP prof 


By D.J, Yap, PDI Research 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


SOLVING National Power Corp.'s woes 
will ease by a third the government’ fis- 
cal problems, according to a professor at 
the University of the Philippines School 
Economics (UPSE). 

"The hard partis convincing consumers 
that higher electric bills are part of the 
solution, said Felipe Medalla ata dinner 
with Ingumen editors on Tuesday. 

Napocor, the state-run power-generat- 
ing firm, is scrambling to stem huge loss- 
ез projected at P114 billion this year af- 
ter posting a total of P180 billion in loss- 
es over the past six years. 

Its P1.3-trillion debt as of 2003 ac- 
counted for 42 percent of the national 
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tells Senate 


Escort girl 


2 lawmakers 
are clients 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


NO NAMES, just clues for now. 

"The senator is “about 50 years old, an 
incumbent," would rather do it out of 
town, and deals with pimps. The con- 
gressinan snorts shabu, gets tired after 
ле round, knows gay speak, and also 
deals with pimps- 

Thus ап 18-year-old “escort” de- 
scribed two lawmakers whom she said 
were among the clients in her line of 
work, 

Testifying yésterday before the Senate 
Committee on Labor Employment and 
Human Resources chaired by Sen. Jing- 
goy Estrada, Janine Roque said she start- 
ed working as an escort last year, when 
she was only 17. 

Rogue would not give names even 
when pressed during the hearing, 
prompting Estrada to require her to do s0 
in an executive session with himself and 
two lady senators, his mother, Luisa “Lo” 
Ejercito, and Jamby Madrigal 

“Are you sure that the congressman 
uses drugs? You should name him,” said 
Estrada. Roque claimed that the con- 
gressman had asked her and another fe- 

ESCORTIAS 


government debt, 

‘One way to finance Napocor’s lasses is 
to allow the firm to raise its tariff on dis- 
tribution utilities, such as the Manila 
Electric Co. (Meralco), that buy their 
power from Napocor, said Medalla, one 
ofthe 11 UPSE professors who warned of 
an economic collapse in two to three 
years unless the government reined in 
the public sector deficit and debt. 

‘This means consumers will have to 
shoulder the burden through rate in- 
creases once the distribution utilities 
pass on the higher costs to their cos- 
tumers, Medalla said. 

Napocor received early this month the 
go-signal from the Energy Regulatory 
Commission (ERC) to increase its rates 

NAPOCOR AIO 
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Palace probes *fat cats' 


ESCORT girls’ revelations rock august chamber. Teener tells Senate her list includes. 
other congressmen, police generals and mayors. 
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Child sex now prevalent 
in RP cop tells senators 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PEDOPHILIA, ог the sexual desire of an 
adult fora child, is now prevalent among 
Filipinos, according to the deputy chief 
of the Philippine National Police Crimi- 
nal Investigation and Detection Group. 
‘Testifying at a hearing called yster- 
day by the Senate committee on youth, 
women and family relations on the effect 
of the proliferation of pedophile materi- 
als on the increased sexual exploitation. 
of minors, Sr. Supt. Rodolfo Mendoza 


said pornography involving Filipino chil- 
dren was now readily available in the lo- 
cal market. 

Mendoza said the problem was bigger 
than what law enforcers had thought. He 
said that in combating child pornogra: 
phy and interlocking crimes such as child 
prostitution and rape, the government 
needed to study the organized crime be- 
hind pedophilia, 

He defined organized crime as perpe- 
trated by at least three people with the 
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Nuclear plant, IPPs, GMA behind Napocor mess 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


STATE-OWNED National Power Corp. 
has been described as debt-ridden for so 
Jong that the term now needs to be de- 
fined in terms of numbers for us to real- 
ize the gravity of the situation. 

Napocor management has not re- 


When animals attack, they cease being material for amusement: In Barangay San Antonio, Roseller Т. Lim, 
betting is a popular pastime among residents, especially among those who make a profit in trading rubber sap, their main live 
—Á—— : 


leased data on its financial performance. 
in 2003, although officials would only 
say that the firm incurred a net loss of 
P113billion that year. 

Tts liabilities, which stood at P1.4 tril- 
lion as of end-2003, is still growing- 

‘Two weeks ago, the national govern- 
ment completed raising $1.5 billion from 


Zamboanga Sibugay, a bettor is run aground by a horse fleeing a battle with its own kind, Horse fight 
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the international debt market to cover 
Napocors operational expenses and 
funding needs for this year. 

This has been the case for several 
years now. But back in the mid-1990s, 
Napocor was issuing bonds as if it was 
badge of its financial viability. 

In 1996, then Napocor vice president 


for finance Merlita M. Pajarillo wrote 
that the firm's leverage of 22 percent 
capital to 78 percent liabilities was "a 
Strong indication of ereditors trust in 

Napocor's performance." 
Napocors financial woes are usually 
attributed to the graft-ridden Bataan 
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ILF hosting JI, says gov't report 


SEPARATIST guerrillas in Mindanao 
have hosted terror training camps 
for militant groups from Indonesia 
and Malaysia for at least seven 
years, according to a secret govern- 
ment report. 

"The training continued until at least early 
this year, with 19 new members of the Je- 
maah Islamiyah—the al-Qaida-linked South- 
east Asian terror group—finishing in January, 
said a copy of the Philippine National Police 
assessment report. 

United States and Australian officials have ex- 
pressed deep concems over persistent reports of 
Such camps in Mindanao, saying Jemaah Is- 
Tamiyah could pass deadly skills to a new genera- 
tion of militants capable of во пв anywhere. 

A number of suspected Л militants arrested 
in Southeast Asia have sald they trained in the 
southern Philippines. 

"The covert training was reportedly hosted 
mostly by the secessionist Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front which has rural strongholds 
across the impoverished south. 

"The MILF has repeatedly denied any links with 
Jemaah Islamiyah or other foreign terror groups, 
andin an apparent effort to bolster йз оа 
off peace talks with the govemment—has pledged 
to help track down terrorists. 


Terror training 

The report said Jemaah Islamiyah's 
founder, the late Abdullah Sungkar, and MILF 
chairman Salamat Hashim, who died last 
year, agreed in 1995 to set up a training base 
inside the MILF's sprawling Camp Abubakar 


stronghold in Maguindanao province. * 

‘Terror training started in 1997 to 1998, the 
report said. 

‘The Jemaah Islamiyah training base was set up 
near three other camps used separately to train 
new militants from neighboring Indonesia, it said. 

‘After Camp Abubakar fell during a July 2000 
military offensive, Jemaah Islamiyah instructors 
and trainees fled and set up a new camp, Muaskar 
Jabal Quba, on densely forested Mt. Kararao on 
the boundary of Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur 
provinces, the report said 

Tk did not say how many Jemaah Islamiyah re- 
тийз have been trained in Mindanao, but said 
one “cadetship training" program produced three 
batches of graduates totaling 51 people, with the 
latest class of 19 finishing in January. 

‘They included an Indonesian identified as 
Zulkifi, who later rose to head the group's 
Philippine cell. 

The MILF has let other militant groups 
from Indonesia and Malaysia—inciuding 
Laskar Jundulah, Darul Islam and Kumpulan 
Militan Malaysia “and probably other Islamic 
terrorist organizations with separatist agenda 
in the rest of Southeast Asia"—train in their 
strongholds in the past, the report said. 
» It also said al-Qaida members have been at 
MILF camps, but didn't say when. 

“Al-Qaida operatives have not only fre- 
quented its camps but in many occasions have 
stayed to conduct training on various terrorist 
skills for MILF fighters, it said. 

The military has acknowledged that up to 
two dozen Jemaah Islamiyah members may 
still be in the south, but claims they're on the 
run and no longer training, 


But other military officers said on condi- 
tion of anonymity that training continues. 

‘Authorities are stil checking the whereabouts 
ofthe recently graduated JI recruits, whether they 
are sill in the country waiting for assignments 
from their Л superiors or have already taken part 
їп terrorist operations abroad, said Senior Supt. 
Leopoldo Bataol the PNP spokesperson, 

"The PNP report said the 51 graduates belonged 
to three batches of Kuliyah Harbiyah Daurohl, the 
cadetship training course for JI recruits. 

"The first two classes had 17 and 15 gradu- 
ates, respectively, while the last one graduat- 
ed 19 recruits last January, it said. 

‘According to the police intelligence report, 
the countrys south is included in the Daulah 
Islamiyah Nusantara, a pan-Islamic state that 
the Jemaah Islamiya has been planning to es- 
tablish in Southeast Asia. 


Spotted in MILF turf 

‘According to the PNP report, foreigners 
were spotted in MILF-controlled territories in 
‘Mindanao during the ate 1990s. 

“Sometime in 1995, JI founder Abdullah 
Sungkar went to Hashim Salamat, the late. 
MILE chairman and set up a training base at 
Camp  Hudeibia located inside Camp 
Abubakar complex of the MILF in Sitio Tu- 
жар, Barangay Bumbaran, Barira Maguin- 
danao in Central Mindanao,” the report said. 

‘Smaller camps were subsequently put up at 
Hudeibia. 

"The training activities began sometime be- 
tween 1997 and 1998 in an “exclusive encave in- 
side the vast complex of Camp Abubakar” AP. 
with Christian V Esguerra. 


Suddenly shy, Palace mum on LRTA appointment 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


PERHAPS Malacafang has gone shy about 
announcing the appointments of its political 
allies or the official paperwork has yet to 
reach the President's spokesperson. 

‘Why else couldn't Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye confirm the appointment of El Shaddai 
spokesperson Mel Robles as administrator of 
the Light Rail Transit Authority? 

“We will confirm when we sesan actual ap- 
pointment,” Bunye announced yesterday in a 
press briefing. 

When told that Robles himself had con 
firmed his appointment, Bunye said: "Thats 
what he says, We haven't seen anything yet." 

But Robles, long-time spokesperson of El 
Shaddai leader Mike Velarde, had already re- 
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ported for work, reporters 
dential spokesperson. 

"Anybody can goto the LRTA. Lets just wait 
for the actual appointment if there was such 
an appointment,” Bunye said. 

He gave the same answer when asked to 
confirm the appointment of former Sen. Ra- 
топ Revilla St as chair of the Public Estates 
Authority, Revilla had taken his oath in Mala 
cafang minutes after Bunye said he would 
double-check the appointment. 

Unlike in the Cabinet revamp, when Bunye 
released names of new appointees to the media, 
Ms Arroyo's succeeding appointments of politi- 
cal supporters were not actually announced. 

In Revill’s case, Palace reporters con- 
firmed his appointment to the PEA on Mon- 
day when he took his oath in Malacatang. It 


formed the presi- 


g v 


[as ConsolaionErizeH 


turned out he was appointed on Aug. 26. 
Robles was appointed as early as Aug. 17. 
Neither could Bunye confirm reports that 

actresses Nora Aunor and Elizabeth Oropesa 

were appointed or about to be appointed 
chair of the Movie and Television Review and 

Classification Board and director of the 

Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp., 

respectively. 

He brushed off criticisms that most of Ms 
Arroyo's appointments were payback for po- 
litical support in the May election. 

"We have explained the minimum require- 
ments, One, they need to have her (Presi- 
dents) trust and confidence and two, they 
must have the perceived ability to implement 
her programs. Those requirements have been 
met," Bunye said. 


Cops who 
can’t shoot 


straight 
to lose guns 


By Christian V. 
Esguerra 


JF YOU want to keep 
your gun, better start 
shooting straight. 

Мето Manila's 
15,000 policemen got 
this warning yesterday 
as part ofthe Philippine 
National Police's latest, 
effort to rid its ranks of 
that one embarrass- 
ment—cops who don't 
know how to shoot. 

Judgment day will 
san on Saturday 
when the National 
Capital Region Police 
Office hosts а two-day 
firearms proficiency 
and classification 
match at із fring 
range at Camp Bagong, 
Diwa in Taguig. 

The competition 
will classify policemen 
based on their degree 
of proficiency. Marks- 
men are automatically 
disqualified. 

Policemen who will 
fail to get past the pre- 
liminary round will be 
stripped of бег 
firearms, said Director 
Аёо Razon Jt, 
NCRPO chief, 

"These guns will be 
given to policemen 
who were not issued 
firearms by the gov- 
ernment but who сап 
shoot well" he said. 

A total of 47 teams 
representing the five 
police districts in 
Мето Manila wil 
participate. Each 
team wil be com- 
posed of five mem- 
bers led by their re- 
| spective comman- 

ders. There will also 
be two guest teams 
from the media. 


Cigarette 

smuggling 
costs gov't 
P2B a year 


By Carlito Pablo Lapus said that these included 
losses from smuggling and coun- 
terfeiting. 

‘The committee is hearing pro- 
рова on how to increase govern- 
ment receipts from the tax on 
cigarettes, currently valued at 
about P20 to 21 billion a year. 

The two leading domestic 
cigarette-manufacturing compa- 
nies—Fortune Tobacco Corp. and 
Philip Morris Phi 
facturing—have differing views 
on cigarette taxation, 

Fortune Tobacco, owned by eth- 
nic Chinese business tycoon Lucio 
Тап, supports a retum to the ad 
valorem tax system from the cur- 
rent specific tax without any need 
to index tax rates to inflation. 

‘The finance department is 
proposing the indexation of the ex- 
cise tax on sin products to inflation, 


‘THE GOVERNMENT is losing at 
least P2 billion in taxes every year 
from the large volume of 
cigarette importations at the 
Subic Bay Freeport and the Clark 
Special Economic Zone, accord- 
ing to Albay Rep. Joey Salceda. 

Salceda (lakasKampi) made 
this revelation as the House ways 
and means committee, which is 
holding deliberations on the pro- 
posed bill to index the tax rate on 
alcohol and tobacco, was swamped 
‘by opposing proposals on how taxes 
оп domestically manufactured 
cigarettes can be raised. 

"In excise tax alone, the gov- 
ernment is losing P2.2 billion be- 
cause of the huge volume of im- 
ported, high-end cigarettes that 
come in through Subic and Clark 


where these products are tax- which is seen as one of the quickest 
free,” Salceda said during а com- way to raise revenues as the country 
mittee hearing. deals with a threatened fiscal crisis. 


Salceda told the committee that 
the value of imported, tax-free 
cigarettes that entered Subic and 
Clarkin 2003 was P4.4 billion. 

we add the foregone taxes 
like value-added tax, income tax 
and tax on raw materials, the 
amount of lost revenues would 
reach P2.7 billion,” Salceda said. 


Abuses 

Salceda and Rep. Teodoro Locsin 
Jc (LDR Makati both proposed that 
cigarettes be removed from the list 
of tax-free products allowed to come 
in through the two economic zones. 

"We have to address seriously 
the abuses of tax-free privileges 
in free ports and special econom- 


But legislators, finance officials 
and cigarette and beverage manu- 
facturers are locked in a debate on 
the virtues of the two forms of ex- 
cise taxation—ad valorem or spe- 
cific. (See related story) 

In a statement at yesterdays 
hearing, Fortune president Antonio 
Abaya claimed that the ad valorem 
tax was the most equitable way of 
raising revenues because "it has а 
builtin mechanism for capturing 
additional taxes whenever prices of 
excisable products go up. 

‘Abaya said that had the finance 
department and Congress not adopt- 
ed the specifie tax system in 1997, 
govemment could have eamed an 
additional P3.5 bilion in cigarette 


ic zones,” Locsin said. taxes from the top five brands alone 
їп а press statement released thatwere produced in 2003. 

hours after the committee hearing, ү В 

Salceda corrected the fgures he re. "Progressive tax’ 


leased earlier. He said the value of 
imported cigarettes that entered 
Subic and Clark from 2001 to 2003 
was P4.6 billion a year and the esi 
mated loss in taxes to the govem- 
ment amounted to P2.9 billion. 

“if we include liquor, then the 
total loss to the government is 
around P10.2 billion during the 
three-year period under scrutiny" 
Salceda said in his statement. 

Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus (NPC, 
Tarlac), the chair of the ways and 
means committee, said that if one 
were to include the other abuses 
of tax perks in Subic and Clark, 
the revenue losses would reach 
P7.4 billion a year. 


He said that what the govem- 
ment wants to do now is to im- 
pose higher taxes that "hurt the 

r more than the rich.” 

"Ad valorem із а progressive 
tax because high-priced products 
pay higher taxes while low-priced 
brands pay their proportionate 
share,” Abaya claimed. 

Philip Morris said it supported 
the views of some legislators 
about the weakness of the current 
fourier price classification of 
cigarette brands. 

‘Under the current specific sys- 
tem, the lower the price per pack 
ofacigarette brand, the lower the 
tax paid by the manufacturer. 


What is tax indexation? 


THE NEED for indexation of up, thus tax revenues remain 
the excise taxes on the so- steady even with inflation. Its 
called sin products—alcoholic disadvantage, however, is that 
beverages and tobacco —arose manufacturers or traders can 
when taxes on these produits cheat by declaring the value of 
were converted from ad val- the taxed commodity to be 
orem to specific taxes in the lower than it actually is. 

Comprehensive Tax Reform This form of cheating is pre- 
Program passed by Congress in vented by the specific tax 
1997. which imposes duty on the 

The main reason for the shift quantity of the taxed product 
to specific taxation was that sold by the company, whatever 
tens ofbillions of pesos in taxes its price. 
were allegedly evaded by acer- — The problem is that the spe- 
fain cigarete company cific tax stays the same even as 
through the ad valorem system the price of the product keeps 
by under-declaring the valueof rising with inflation, thereby 
its product. eroding the government's tax 

‘Ad valorem taxes are com- take. 
puted аз а percentage of the То correct this, the tax can 
Value or price of the product, be indexed to inflation, that is 
like che 10 percent value. made to adjust periodically 
added tax ora five percent im- and automatically based on ac- 
port tariff, tual inflation. 

A specific tax assigns a fixed Тһе Department of Finance 
amount per unit of the taxed had proposed indexation in 
product, for instance, PS per 1997 when the shift to specific 
liter of gasoline or P20 perkilo- taxation was legislated. But 
gram of copra. members of Congress at the 

“The advantage of the ad val- time struck out the indexation 
orem taxes is that they go up provision in the Comprehen- 
automatically when prices go sive Tax Reform Program. 
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Oakwood mutineer escapes from Fort Bonifacio; guards probed j 


By Alcuin Papa day aftemoon from his guards in- Tubo. Hewasoneofseven Marines cause he was caught drinking. the transfer of Tubo, it was rain- designated Philippine Marine 

side a military camp in Макан City. detained inside the minimum se- Unfortunately, his escorts failed ing hatd. Malabanan theorized Commandant Maj. Gen. Orlando.. 
A MARINE officer in detention for Navy spokesperson Capt. curity area inside the Marines’ to secure him properly" Mala- that Tubo might have taken ad- Buenaventura has already called 
participating in the Oakwood Geronimo Malabanan denied headquarters inside For Bonifacio. banan said. vantage ofthe weather to escape. for a thorough investigation of 
inj last gear escaped last Tues- the escapee as 2Lt Junniebert "Не was being transferred be- — Healsosaidthatatthetimeof Malabanan added that newly- the incident 


The new PSBank ATM card 
gives you worldwide financial 
advantage. 


Withdraw cash or pay your bills through PSBank, 
Metrobank, and other Bancnet-affiliated ATMs. 
And conveniently access your PSBank ATM 
account worldwide on any ATM showing 
the MasterCard", Maestro” or Cirrus” logos. 


You can also use your PSBank ATM card as 
\ a debit card so you can shop and immediately 
| pay for your purchases without having to 


use cash...in the Philippines or anywhere 
else in the world. From Manila to New York, 
from Cebu to Singapore. 


The new PSBank ATM card makes it all 
possible! 


At PSBank, we work harder to give you 
the utmost convenience and service you 
deserve. For more details, visit us in any of 
our 121 branches nationwide. 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
A METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


Working harder__ 
уо u * 
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Guaranteed: 
The End to Your Acne Problems 


Facial Care Centre Introduces ' 


Lig h{Cure 


Therapy 


Finally, the real solution to your acne problem is here. 
LightCure Acne Therapy is the latest technology for the 
It produces results 

up to 3 times faster than any other anti-acne 
treatment — without the pills, pain or pricking and 
most of all, without any disruption to your lifestyle. 
ightCure emits the exact wavelengths of light at the most 
effective intensity for maximum photo destruction of acne 


it is scientia proven effective in targeting t 
layers of the sebaceous glands where mos 

rosie, without harming surrounding issues. An additional 
benefit, LightCure can treat pimples on any part of your 
body and has long-lasting preventive effect. 


Зо, if you want rapid visible results with minimum effort, 
‘enroll for LightCure Acne Therapy now. 


LightCure Acne Therapy--- for clearer, pimple-free, 
smoother skin that looks youthful and beautiful.- Call 
the Facial Care Centre professionals now for your free 
consultation, 
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Australia confident RP 
will allow Australian police 


CANBERRA—Prime Minister 
John Howard said Wednesday he 
"was confident that Malaysia and 
the Philippines will allow Aus- 
tralian police to operate in their 
territory as part of efforts to com- 
bat terrorism. 

Earlier this week, Howard said if 
he wins elections on Oct. 9, his gov- 
'emment wil create six police teams 
devoted to fighting terrorism, send- 

zing some ofthem to Asian ernie 

However, Malaysia and the 

Philippines warned such squads 

would not be welcome in their 


‘From page Al 


ces, particularly in the awarding 
of contracts for the insurance cov- 
er of the National Power Corp. 
“(Napocon). 

Пойо Rep. Rolex Suplico an- 
“pounced on Tuesday that he ad 
“filed Resolution No. 726 calling 
"for the congressional inquiry: The 
resoluon was co by 
"Representatives Benasing Maca- 
“rambon of Lanao del Sur, Eduardo 
Veloso of Leyte and Marcelino 
"Libanan of Eastern Samar. 


:$50-M loan 
> Bunye told reporters that the 
resident had also ordered a re- 
‘view of Garcia's proposal to grant 
а $50-million loan to the Depart- 
"ment of Foreign Affairs for the 
purchase of embassy buildings 
‘and housing facilities for ambas- 
забот 

“This is something that will 
ave to be reviewed,” he said, 
‘adding that the GSIS was under 
he Department of Finance, 
Which “definitely has a say” oni 
operations. 
12 Bunye said Garcia was correct 
‘ii stating that his annual salary of 
P359,000 did not come from the 
OHatonal governments budget 
"hit from a separate fund. 
} "Buc this is why we have to re- 
iew the salary sale of GOCCs, 
hhesaid. 
2 The review is expected to open 
Tore GOCC positions for the 
President то fl up. 
1` Bunye said Ms Arroyo had or- 
‘dered the review to also deter- 


countries and again denounced 
Howard's policy of launching pre- 
'emptive strikes in other nations 
toprevent terror attacks. 

Howard said Wednesday he 
would send Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer and Justice 
Minister Chris Ellison to a num- 
ber of Asian countries to seek 
support for his plan. 

He told Australian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. television that given the 
history of Australian cooperation. 
with Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Singapore, "I believe this propos- 


PPalace probes fat cats 


mine whether certain GOCCs 
could still be saved and be made 
profitable through re-engineer- 
ing. 

“But if there is really no solu- 
tion, then they should either be 
privatized or collapsed. Its not 
fair that the public will shoulder 
their inefficiency,” he said. 
Demolition job 

Garcia told the Inquirer in Ce- 
bu City that the criticisms being 
aired against him were "just a 
demolition job" and that the 
people behind the supposed 
campaign "might have a hidden. 
agenda.” 

He denied that he had unliqui- 
dated cash advances, saying that 
the Commission on Audit certi- 
fied on Tuesday that he did not 
have any such advances as of Au- 


He said the accusation was an 
old issue and expressed surprise. 
that some people were singling 
him out when it was supposedly 
common knowledge that many 
GOCC heads had unliquidated 
cash advances. 

"Why singe me out? This 
might be because some of these. 
congressmen are involved in the 
reinsurance business," he said. 

Garcia said that before he took 
over the GSIS, it used to reinsure. 
the Napocor premiums up to 90 
percent. Last year, about 70 per- 
cent was retained by the 
state-run pension fund. 

“Because of my policy of insur- 
ing more and reinsuring less, I 
was able to bring down the insur- 


al will be well received.” 
Asked about Malaysia's and the 
Philippines’ stated refusal to play 


ance cover of Napocor from 
$25.2 million to just $14 million, 
ог savings for the Napocor of 
more than half a billion pesos,” 
hesaid. 

Garcia said he angered many 
people when he made this policy. 

He suggested that those who 
had exposed his alleged unliqui- 
dated cash advances used a big 
amount of money to gain the sup- 
portof the media. 


‘Attempted bribery 

Garcia told the Inquiner that a 
few months ago, one of the four 
congressmen who signed the res- 
olution came to his office to dis- 
‘cuss the GSIS reinsurance busi- 
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GMA defends RP record in fighting terrorism 
PRESIDENT: 


“We are steadily closing in on 
the terrorist threat and perhaps 
our allies should update their re- 
Ports as we step up transnational 
Cooperation through intelli 
gence and information sharing,” 
presidential spokesman Ignacio 
Bunye said ina statement. 

He did not specify the coun- 
tries engaged in unfair “la- 
belling" but the statement caine 
just after the Australian prime 
minister warned of threats in the 


region and after Britain updated 
its travel advisory, saying there 
was a "high threat of terrorism” 
inthe Philippines. 

The advisory issued by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Of- 
fice cited bombings in recent 
‘years as well as the threat posed 
by communist insurgents and Is- 
Jamie militants like he Muslim 
separatist Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF) and the Abu 
Sayyaf kidnapping group. 

‘The Philippine government is 
engaged in peace talks with the 
MILF and, with US training, has 
captured or killed many leaders 
of the Abu Sayyaf, a group 


| © REINSURANCE enables the 
sharing of risk by insurance com- 


‘© Through this, a part or all of 
the insurer's risks assumed by 
‘other companies in return for 
рап of the premium paid by the 
insured. 
| ө Theinsured, thus, gets 

‘coverage that would otherwise be 
too great for just one company to 
assume. 


© By law, Napocor and all oth- 
er government agencies must in- 
sure their fixes assets with the - 1 
6545. 

© For the year 2003-04; 
Napocors insurance all-risk poli- 
oy amounted to $14.7 milion, in- 
clusive of taxes and commis- 
sions. 

© GSIS retains 70 percent of 
the risks and reinsures the re- 
maining 30 percent, 


The lawmaker was accom- 
panied by five reinsurance bro- 
kers, he said. 

During the meeting that took 
place at the GSIS conference 
Toom, he said, he explained GSIS 
policies on reinsurance to his visi- 
tors. 

He recalled that the congress- 
man was particularly interested 
їп the reinsurance of Philippine 
airports atthe time. 

He alleged that the congress- 
тап offered him a bribe provid- 
ed the GSIS retained only 10 
percent of Napocor's insurance 
Cover and reinsured 90 percent. 
He turned down the offer, һе 


е GSIS is mandated by law 
to provide insurance coverage to 
all government properties. 
Napocor is one of the biggest 
Property holders in the govern- 
ment, with a single power plant 
costing up to $750 million. 
Garcia said the insurance pre- 


miums of Napocor amounted to 
S14 million їп 2003. Of this, 70 
percent is retained by the GSIS, 
and 30 percent, by reinsurance 
companies. 

GSIS senior vice president Joji 
Valera told the Inquinen that as of 
July the total premiums гесе 
by the state agency had reached 
P2.8 billion, of which P1.5 billion 
was reinsured. 

Those insured are covered by 
an industrial all-risk policy. 


Challenge 

Nevertheless, Garcia said he 
was ready to face the congres- 
sional inquiry 

But he challenged Suplico to 
include other agency heads in the 
inquiry to dispel any suspicion 
that the latter had a hidden agen- 
da. 

Garcia also defended his sister 
and executive assistant, Carolyn 
Garcia Empemano, from the ac- 
cusation that she was the second 


Militants behead another American hostage in Iraq 


тран! 


Women in US and British prisons 
меге released. The renewed 
"threat came as a senior Iraqi jus- 
«tice official said the case of at 
"least one of two Iraqi women in 
US detention was being re- 
viewed, and that she may soon be 
released. 

Posted Tuesday night under 
the pseudonym Abu Maysara al- 
Iraqi, the claim could not be veri- 
fed. His past postings have 
proved correct, but a video of the 
killing by Jordanian militant Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi's tawhid 
{monotheism) jihad (holy war) 
group, pledged to be released 
Тооп," had not materialized yes- 
тебу 
"Тһе nation's zealous sons 
‘slaughtered the second Ameri- 
‘cin hostage ... after ће end of 
ihe deadline [for the hostage 
takers’ demand]. We will provide 
you with film of the slaughter 
Soon, God willing,” said the 
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P250,000 and free visits to a 
karaoke bar from litigants in ex- 
change for a favorable ruling. 

In а 34-page resolution, the 
high court sacked Judge Agapito 
L. Hontanosas Jr. of Branch 16 
Cebu Regional Trial Court for 
gross misconduct, gross igno- 
rance of the law, and simple mis- 
conduct. 

It also ordered him to explain 
їп 10 days why he should not be 
disbarred for his serious offenses. 
‘The tribunal noted that Hon- 
tanosas had previously been 
sanctioned for frequenting casi- 
n 


Judges (should) be the em- 
bodiment of competence, integri 
ty and independence, and behave 
at all times to promote public 
confidence in the integrity and 
impartiality of the judiciary” the 
court said. 

It forfeited all of his benefits, 


statement. 

AbZargawi is Washington's 
number one enemy in Iraq. The 
US Central Intelligence Agency 
believes “with a high degree of 
confidence” that he wielded the 
blade himself in Armstrong's de- 
capitation. 

Armstrong, Hensley and Briton 
Kenneth — Bigley—construction 
contractors for General Supplies 
and Commercial Services, based 
in the United Arb Emi- 
rates—were kidnapped from 
their house in central Baghdad 
last week. 


Body found 

Following the announcement 
of Hensley's killing, a US official 
said a body had been found, but 
had not yet been identified. iraqi 
officials said a decapitated body 
was found in a black bag, in a 
western district of Baghdad. The 
head was reportedly found with 
the body, but there was no imme- 
diate indication that it was Hens- 


except his accrued leave credits, 
and disqualified him from publi 
service. 

The tribunal sacked Hon- 
tanosas based on the complaint 
of brothers Richard and Rafael 
Xing, owners of J. King and Sons 
Co. Ine. and who had a pending 
petition before the judge for "spe- 

performance with damages 
with prayer for writ of prelimi 
nary attachment.” 

Hontanosas had granted the 
writ of attachment but on July 5, 
2002, he withdrew it without 
‘conducting a hearing. That same 
day, he summoned the brothers 
to his house, and demanded 
250,000 in exchange for “recon- 


ring the hearing." 
"Due to the fact that Rafael 
and — (Hontanosas) мете 


friends, (the judge) frankly told 
Rafael that he needed money 
and if Rafael could match the 
offer of the opposing party and 
‘come up with P250,000, (Hon- 


ley, 

“Obviously there needs to be a 
process of identification and the 
family needs to be contacted,” the 
US official said. 

‘On Monday, Armstrong's body 
was found near a Baghdad 
‘mosque hours before news of his 
beheading became public. 

Hensley, from the state of 
Georgia, is married and-has а 13- 
year-old daughter. His wife ap- 
pealed on US television on Tues- 
day pleading that her husband be 
spared. 

“Му daughter would like her 
father back and I'm willing to до 
whatever it will take to get him 
here,” Patricia Hensley said on 
the ABC networks "Good Mom- 
ing America" program. 


Dr. Germ out soon 

US forces insist they hold only 
two female Iraqi prisoners. 

The women, dubbed "Dr 
Gem" and “Mrs Anthrax,” are 
held in a prison for high-level sus- 


tanosas) would reverse his or- 
der lifting the attachment upon 
(the brothers’) filing of a mo- 
tion of reconsideration,” the 
tribunal sai 

‘The businessmen were not 
able to give in to the judge's de- 
mand because they were short of 
cash. When they filed their mo- 
tion for reconsideration, Hor 
tanosas junked it. He later inhib- 
ited himself from the case. 

“Their conversation lasted no 
more than 20 minutes and be- 
cause Richard and Rafael were 
shocked by (Hontanosas’) actua- 
tion, they immediately left (his) 
house," the court said. 

“By entertaining a litigant in 
his home and receiving benefits 
given by said litigant, (Hon- 
tanosas) miserably failed to live 
up to the standards of judicial 
conduct," it added. 

‘The tribunal said it found that 
the allegation of extortion 
against Hontanosas was "suffi- 


pects. 

Hours after the claim of the 
second beheading—the Iraqi Jus- 
tice Ministry said the government 
and the US forces had decided to 
free Dr. Germ or Rihab Rashid 
Taha, a scientist so dubbed for 
her work on biological weapons. 
She was to be conditionally re- 
leased on bail. Ministry spokes- 
person Моо! Abdul-Rahim 
Ibrahim denied the decision was 
linked to the kidnappers’ de- 
mands. 

Britain’s Guardian newspaper 
quoted the justice minister as say- 
ing the case of Mrs. Anthrax, ог 
Huda Ammash, another scientist, 
was also reviewed. The 
minister also said the review had 
nothing to do with the hostage 
situation. 

‘Ammash was on the US mili 
tary’ list of the 55 most-wanted 
members of Saddam Hussein's 
regime. 

‘Sheik Abdul-Sattar Abdul-Jab- 
bar, a member of the Association 


ciently substantiated” by the tes- 
timonies of the King brothers, 
which it found credible. 

"Human experience tells us 

that extortion would be done їп 
utmost secrecy, minimi 
ble witnesses. 
there be any documentary evi- 
dence or a paper trail of the com- 
mission of extortion would be 
quite absurd for naturally, re- 
spondent would not allow such 
incriminating evidence to exist," 
said. 
‘The court also noted that the 
King brothers had three pend- 
ing cases before’ Hontanosas 
but this did not stop the judge 
from frequenting their karaoke 
music lounge at the Metropolis 
Hotel. 

Two waiters Antonio Cabigon 
and Axel Reyes, testified that the 
judge and his wife, sometimes ac- 
‘companied by friends, frequent- 
ей the bar. Management told the 
waiters that the judge and his 


of Muslim Scholars—conserva- 
tive Iraqi clerics who oppose the 
US presence in Iraq but have in- 
terceded in the past to win the re- 
lease of foreign hostages—has 
questioned the claim of only сно 
female prisoners in US and 
British custody. 

Abdul-Jabbar told alJazeera 
pan-Arab satellite television that 
there were “tens, perhaps hun- 
dreds of Iraqi women prisoners in 
the occupation’s jail that were 
supposed to be released before 
this tragedy" 


No negotiations 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, US President George W 
Bush and Iraq's interim prime 
minister, Iyad Allawi, have re- 
peatedly said they will not nego- 
tiate with hostage-takers. 

Even so, the British govern- 
ment made repeated appeals in 
the past week for the three 
hostages release. On Tuesday, a 
Foreign Office spokesman ad- 


wife did not have to pay their 
bills. 

However, for records purposes, 
Cabigon and Reyes would give 
the bill or order slips to Hon- 
tanosas for his signature, but it 
was the judge's wife who signed 
forthem. 

"(Hontanosas) should have in- 
sisted on paying, especially con- 
sidering that the complainant has 
а total of three cases pending be- 
fore his court. Nothing on record 
shows that (he) even exerted any 
effort to so insist, He appeared 
only too ready and willing to en- 
joy the facilities of complainant's 
karaoke for free,” the tribunal 
said. 

Hontanosas was also guilty of 
gross ignorance of the law for not 
holding a full-blown hearing on 
the motion to lift attachment and 
for violating the three-day notice 
rule. The motion was mailed to 
the Kings on July 3, 2002 but the 
judge approved it two days later 


linked by both Washington and, 
Manila to the al-Qaida terror 
network. 

But the government has suf- 
fered reverses such as the escape 
of Jemaah Islamiyah Indonesian. 
bomb-maker Fathur Rohman 
Ghozi from a Manila police jail 
in July 2003. The fugitive was 
killed in a gunfight in Mindanao 
in October, 

Meanwhile, ће military an- 
nounced it captured another 
‘member ofthe Abu Sayyaf in Jo- 
loon Tuesday. 

‘The man, Kiri Kirab, had a 
P150,000 bounty on his head, 
the military said. AFP 


most powerful official at the 
GSIS. 

He said the employment of his 
sister was not illegal because һе 
жаз allowed to employ someone 
close to him in a confidential po- 
sition. 

He added that his sister's post 
‘was coterminous with his, and 
denied that she had also incurred 
unliquidated cash advances. 


Mum Palace. 

The Confederation for Unity, 
Recognition and Advancement of 
Government. Employees 
(Courage) said it was not sur- 
prised by the allegations on Gar- 
Чез alleged fund abuse but was 
appalled by Malacaftang’s contin- 
чей silence on the issue. 

Courage president Ferdinand 
Gaite noted that Ms Arroyo had 
remained mum on Garcia's al- 
leged “profligacy” in office even 
after calling for sacrifice from the 
public and austerity from civil 
servans. 

"News about Garcia's wanton 
use of our funds is no longer a 
surprise to us, but Malacafangs 
silence in this obvious display of 
profligacy amidst its tough talk of 
sacrifice and belttightening is 
appalling," Gaite said in a state- 
ment. 

He said government workers 
had repeatedly called for an in- 
vestigation into Garcia's allegedly 
excessive salary and benefits as 
well as his reported abuse of the 
GSIS pension fund, but “these 
have fallen on deaf ears.” With a 
report from Norman Bordadora 


dressed Arabic satelite channels 
across the region. 

At the United Nations on Tues- 
day, Bush vowed not to retreat 
against an insurgency he said was 
likely to turn even more violent. 

Before the report of Hensley's 
death, the family of British 
hostage Bigley, 62, urged Blair to 
have the two women prisoners 
freed. “Only you can save him 
now. Bigley'sson Craig said in an 
appeal. 

The family welcomed the re- 
lease of Taha, Referring to the 
kidnappers, Bigley's brother Paul 
told British Broadcasting Corp. 
radio: “Hopefully they will pick 
this up on the media, and show 
that they have a gram of decency 
inthem by releasing Ke 

Earlier, on Tuesday night, he 
was desperate. "I truly believe 
Tve lost Ken," he told Channel 
4 Television News. "He's not 
quite dead yet but 1 think 
they'll kill him." he said. 

Reuters, AP 


С sacks singing judge who frequented karaoke bar 


without holding a full-blown 
hearing. . | 
“(He) acted” with indecent 


haste in immediately holding а 
hearing on the motion ... filed on- 
lya few minutes before said hear- 
ing, in considering the same sub- 
mitted for resolution, and in issu- 
ing the order lifting the writ for 
preliminary attachment and ap- 
proving the counter-bond, all on 
the sale day of July 5, 2002, with- 
ош giving (the Kings) the oppor. 
tunity to be heard on the matt 
the court said. 

Itadded that Hontanosas acted 
“negligently” when he approved 
the counter-bond for the lifting of 
the writ, considering that the 
bonding company did not have 
enough properties to answer for 
the counter-bond it issued in the 
amount of P35.9 million. 

"The tribunal said the bonding 
‘companys authorized maximum 
net retention was only P13.4 mil- 
lion. 
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Erap told: What good is a Cabinet if president is bad? 


By Cynthia D. Balana ment yesterday after Estrada abandoned him in office. choosing her Cabinet officials — "Preferably someone more qualified people for govern 
mocked Ms Arroyo for putting What's the use of a good Cabi- because more than anyone else, young,” he said, “This would ment positions 
FORMER President Joseph Revilla in charge of an agency net when you have a bad presi- she knows what is best for het have been a breath of fresh air “The appointment of Revilla as 
Estrada had no right to criticize mired in scandal. dent?” Nograles said. administration. and would reflect a proactive PEA chair shows that not only can 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's Не said Estrada's comment “What’s good about an, ойї. — "She will govern much better leadership. Sadly, the message the administration resurrect 'a 
appointment of former Sen, Ra- that his Cabinet appointees when cial Cabinet when the presi- than Estrada because other work delivered by the appointment dead career, it can also resurrect 
mon Revilla Sr. as head of the he was president were better dent does not listen to them habits, focus, grasp and perspec- is that we have a dearth of an abolished agency,” Suplico 
Public Estates Authority (PEA) than Ms Arroyo's choices was un- and instead, forms his own  tives,"hesaid qualified and willing execu- said 
because he himself was not а fair and uncalled for. midnight, gambling, drinking, On the other hand, Rep. tives.” "The appointment could also be 
good president, "Conceding, but not agree- non-official Cabinet?” he Rozanno Rufino Biazon (Liberal House Deputy Minority Leader а reward for the 77-year-old Rè- 
House Majority Leader Pros- ing that his appointees were added. Party, lone district, Muntinlupa) Rolex Suplico (LDR fifth dist, villa who chaired the Senate Pub- 
pero Nograles (Lakas, first dist, good, Erap did not live up to Nograles said Ms Arroyo would have preferred а new lloilo) said it was unfortunate lic works committee throughout 
Davao City) made this bold com: their’ expectations so they should be given a free hand in face. à that the President could not find his two terms. 


Tax amnes ? 
M Panasonic - 
to encourage ideas for life 


cheats, says 
Escudero 


By Cynthia Р. Balana, Carlito Pablo 
and Gil, Cabacungan jr. 


HOUSE Minority Lender Francis Escudero is call- 
ing for an outright rejection of the proposed tax 
amnesty law, wich is now in the final stages of 
deliberations in the chamber, saying it would only 
encourage tax cheats and embolden tax evaders. 

"Escudero said it would bea disgrace to the 13th 
‘Congress if the measure is passed on top of the 
eight new tax measures that President Macapa- 
sal Arroyo wants legislated to avert a fiscal crs 

“Itsa shame that this government commits 
to raise revenue by plugging tax leakages, es- 
timated to be P200 billion every year, when 
the first bill it proposed on tax is to get erimi- 
nals and cheats off the hook,” he said. 

"The President last Monday signed as urgent 
House Bill No. 2933 which will grant a one-time 
tax amnesty on all unpaid taxes up to 2003. 

Escudero said he was disgusted that the fnance 
and internal revenue officials were supporting the 
measure which he said would compromise the 
government’ resolve to curb the deficit, 

Escudero also rejected the provision in the 
tax amnesty bill stating that a taxpayer can 
only be charged with perjury if he understates 
hisnet worth by over 30 percent 

"They are just giving a different definition of 
Ming. Are they saying that its acceptable that one 
cheats as long as itis below 30 percent?" he said. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy Casio said the tax 
amnesty was an admission of the govern- 
ment’ failure to go after errant taxpayers and. 
a way of rewarding tax cheats by allowing 
them to settle their tax obligations at a give- 
away rate of 3 percent of declared net worth, 

He said the measure was "an insult to millions 
of wage and salary workers who have been reli- 
giously paying their obligations in the form of 
‘withholding taxes that are regularly deducted 
from their pay slips. I is they who should get a 
reprieve and rewarded, notthe tax cheats” 

“Tarlac Rep. Jesli Lapus, who sponsored the 
bill on the floor on Tuesday night, defended 
the measure against against the criticisms. 


‘Exceptional tool" 
"Given the proper structure and timing, а 
tax amnesty can be an exceptional tool in rev- 
enue enhancement,” he said, 
Lapus said that aside from the immediate. 
collection of revenues, another short-term 
benefit is the broadening of the tax base that 
will ensure "sustained improvement in collec: 
tion revenue in the long term. 
He said the tax amnesty would be the last 
chance for tax delinquents to come clean as it 
offers a "one-time amnesty on all national in- 
ternal revenue tax liabilities for the taxable 
year 2003 and prior years." 
Не said HB 2933 will be “the ultimate tax 
amnesty” there would no forthcoming round of 
amnesties and tax enforcers henceforth would 
vigorously apply the full force of the law. 
"We have declared a moratorium on the 
grant of tax amnesty, whether legislated or 
administratively undertaken by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue,” Lapus said. 
‘The bill is the first of eight measures being 
sought by Malacañang from Congress in a bid 
to raise fresh revenues. It is intended to raise 
about P9 billion. 
The House ways and means committee, 
which Lapus chairs, has also wrapped up de- 
liberations on another measure which pro- 
vides for the so-called lateral attrition of per- 
sonnel in government agencies. 
‘The bill will make it easier to fire under-per- | Тһе new look of elegance. The crisp and clear picture quality 
forming government personnel, particula 3 
the mesae generate agencies the hemu | The atest in design and technology. 
‘enue and customs bureaus, as it will tie their Allin the new Panasonié Flat Color TV. 
тамаар уван Romse ^ | £29 Pat Picture Tube 
Sho of abolishing public agencies, the bil | — NTSC (Tuner) Multi System (AV) 
‘would institutionalize management objectives and * MIS Stereo. 
accountability and establish performance-based | ^ * Surround Sound 
standards in ineficient agencies, said Lapus. * 5-Band Equalizer 
Despite opposition from former President | ^ « Component Video (DVD) Input TC-29H30P 
Ramos and business leaders, the President is | зву Audio Output 
mot changing her mind about the tax amnesty 
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measure, her spokesperson said yesterday. 
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Ombudsman bla 


snafu,’ includes agri chief 


From page Al, 
worth of fertilizer. 

‘Assistant Ombudsman Pelagio Apostol yes- 
terday blamed the snafu on a “typist.” 

"We are checking on the delay in the pro- 
cess,” he said in a phone interview when 
asked to explain the lapse of more than a 
month in the issuance ofthe order on Yap and 
theother respondents. 

“He (Yap) is part of the complaint as the 
principal signatory of the documents. 
There was no malicious intent on the part 
of the Ombudsman to drop his name from 
the list of respondents," Apostol said, 
adding that Yap's name could not be 
dropped prior to the filing or dismissal of 
the case. 

; In а text message, Yap said he welcomed 
the order as it would give him a chance to 
clear his name and that of his office. 

But in a separate phone interview, com- 
plainant Marlene Esperat said there had been 
ап attempt to clear Yap, a former student of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's at the Ateneo 
de Manila University, of liability in the alleged 
scam. 

"II did not react strongly to his non-inclu- 
sion in the list of respondents, they could 
have gotten away with that kind of strategy to 
clear the President's fair-haired boy,” said Es- 
perat, a former action officer of the resident 
ombudsman at the Department of Agricul- 
ture. 

Citing her “Ombudsman sources,” she said 
“the strategy would have worked if the media 
did not learn about it.” 

Esperat was referring to two separate or- 
ders from the Office of the Ombudsman dat- 
ей Aug. 17 wherein it told the respondents 
to submit counter-affidavits because the 
complaint was "sufficient in form and sub- 
stance.” 

"Those ordered to reply to the complaint 
were former Agriculture Undersecretary Jo- 
celyn Bolante; Undersecretaries Edmund 
Sana, Ibarra Poliquit and Belinda Gonzales; 
DA legal service head Eduardo Garcia and 
chief accountant Ophelia Agawin; Jesus 
Varela; Benjamin Tabios; and businessman 
Pepito Alvarez, majority owner of the 
Philippine Phosphate Fertilizer Сор. 
(Philphos). 

Yap's name was missing from the two or- 
ders, which listed the names of the nine other 
respondents four times. 


Sept. 17 order . 
But three days after ће issue hit the media, 
Assistant Ombudsman Apostol wrote the In- 


mes ‘typist’s 


‘YAP: Chance to clear his name 


quien saying “there is no truth to the report" 
that Yaps name had been dropped from Es- 
perat's complaint. 

“Ал order dated Sept. 17, 2004, requiring 
respondent Yap to file his counter-affida 
in answer to the charges hurled against him 
hasbeen issued by this office,” said Apostol, 
who heads the Preliminary Investigation 
and Administrative and Adjudication Bu- 
teau, 

‘But not even Yap, whose office is near'the 
Ombudsman's office in Quezon City, knew 
about the new order five days after it was sup- 
posedly released. Yesterday, the Inguinen гап 
his press release wherein he expressed confi- 
dence that the other respondents would Бе 
cleared as well. 

The order including Yap's name also said 
that Esperat’s complaint was "sufficient in 
form and substance" and that the case would 
now proceed to the preliminary investigation. 
phase, 


Negotiated contract 

Inher complaint, Esperat said the respon- 
dents procured the fertilizer through a ne- 
gotiated contract instead of a public bid- 
ding. 

She said they had colluded to allow the 
government to buy P432 million worth of fer- 
tilizer from Philphos, a supposed “favored” 
supplier for the rice-planting season of 
May-October 2003. 

speratsaid the deal was also “tainted with 
overpricing, favoring a bidder and commis- 
sions,” 

She said the fertilizer was overpriced by 
about P100 per bag. 
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Escort girl tells Senate 


Frompage Al 


male escort to take shabu before hav- 
ing sex. 

"The young woman also said regu- 
lar clients of “escort services" includ- 
ed other congressmen, police gener- 
als and mayors, but she could not pro- 
vide details. 

Asked how the Senate might han- 
dle the issue henceforth, Estrada, a 
first-time lawmaker said: "This is a 
sensitive issue. We will study it first." 

None of the other sexy movie 
starlets present at the һе: 
ing—Keana Reeves, Kriselda Kri 
tel, Martha Daniels and Francine 
Prieto—made as stunning a revela- 
tion as Roque's. ] 

Prieto, a fashion and comercial 
model who has made a few movies, 
told the committee that she was not 
engaged in escort services, but had 
served as an usher during functions of 
some big companies. 


То ‘walk’ or not 

Estrada later told reporters that 
Roque eventually identified the con- 
gressman, but still refused to say for 
certain that she had sexual inter- 
course with him. 

After the closed-door session, 
Roque was likewise persuaded by re- 
porters to recount encounters with 
herclients. 

She met the congressman “face to 
face" in March. She said he had 
picked her and another female-escort 
from among several women present- 
edtohim. 

‘They were brought to a condomini- 
um unit, Roque said. After the con- 


gressman and the other escort had 
sex, he “got tired” and told Roque to 
Just come back the following week. 

“I did not come back,” she said, 
came out of there crying.” Not that 
she hadn't done it before, she said, 
citing two previous instances. But this 
time around, her pimp (she used the 
word иан”), who was the other 
girl's aunt, had not told her that the 
congressman specified a “walk” or 
“wok,” gay speak for sex. 


ishing for evidence 

Roque's experience with the sena- 
tor was not nearly as intimate. At the 
time that she was being fixed up with 
him, she and a few others were al- 
ready gathering evidence to back up 
fellow escort Keanna Reeves’ exposé 
about lawmaker clients. The Lower 
House had also passed a resolution 
ordering an investigation. 

Speaking in Filipino, she recounted 
the plan: “I was to approach and ask 
for his name, observe his reactions, 
just to get proof that some politicians 
do hire girls, We wanted to have evi- 
dence before we faced any probe; our 
lives were at stake." Next, she called a 
pimp who assured her a deal could be 
made with the senator. 

But Roque said she changed her 
mind after a date (last month) was 
set. She said the pimp did not insist, 
since he had already arranged for two 
other escorts to go instead. 

"The place agreed, upon was in 
Quezon City but the senator changed 
his mind, and opted to take the girls 
to the province,” said Roque. 

She clarified that she had nothing 
against lawmakers. "Ies the pimps 


=2 lawmakers are clients 


that I'm angry at [because] they fool 
us, especially the new girls” The 
pimps got more than half of their 
earnings, she said. 

Roque explained: а client pays 
P5,000 to P10,000 for “РА” or "chi 
ca" the term for entertainment with- 
out sex. Beyond that, he is charged up 
to P15,000. It goes without saying 
that a pimp gets a cut, but he or she 
an earn more by not declaring the 
total amount paid. 

As for the drugs during jobs, Roque 
said the client provided it. "It depends 
on what is available.” Some of her 
colleagues preferred the party pill 
“ecstasy,” she said. 

While she herself did not use 
drugs, she said, she would have done 
so, had she been compelled to have 
sex with the congressman, She did 
notelaborate. 


My show, remember? 

Under intense questioning by Sen- 
ator Luisa Bjercito, the 33-year-old 
Reeves, who started it all, admitted 
that she was a professional hooker. 
But she said she did it to earn living, 
and that she was not forced into it. 

"T am old enough, after all," she 
said, speaking in Filipino. 

Reeves told Ejercito that she made 
from P5,000 to P15,000, depending 
onthe clients requirements, 

“Per shot?” the incredulous senator 
burst out also in Filipino, eliciting 
laughter. 

Reeves, who gave her real name as 
‘anette Derecho," said she did not 
mean to make trouble for the law- 
makers; she just wanted to straighten 
out her life. 


Child sex now rife in RB senators told 


Frompage Al 
intent to gain profit 

“Were now crafting a national 
campaign plan to address this prob- 
lem," Mendoza said, adding that a 
heightened crackdown on smut 
tabloids, sexually charged shows, and 
pirated CDs on pornography would 
be implemented to curb the rising in- 
‘idence of child prostitution, 

Law enforcement agencies as well 
as child welfare groups vowed to put 
up a united front to stop the sexual 
exploitation of children and pornog- 
raphy asa whole. 

"They include the PNR National Bu- 


reau of Investigation, Presidential 
Anti-Illegal Recruitment Task Force, 
Coalition Against Trafficking of Wom- 
en, Philippine Alliance Against 
Pornography (PAP), Philippine Cen- 
ter for Missing and Exploited Chil 
dren, End Child Prostitution and Traf- 
ficking, and Stop Trafficking of Fil- 
ipinos. 


Patronage system 

Asked by committee chair Sen. 
Jamby Madrigal whether politicians 
and powerful interests were behind 
the upsurge in child prostitution, 
Mendoza said: "We have not yet 
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[found] the relationship ... but we 
have reason to believe that the pa- 
tronage system is there.” 

Madrigal, who is drafting a law 
making che possession of child 
pornography, such as CDs and maga- 
zines, a crime, showed Mendoza and 
other police officials present at the 
hearing a copy of the Sisid tabloid 
showing “young children in a lesbian 
act.” 

“This is really disgusting,” said the 
senator, “If we can't catch the supply, 
webetter catch the demand.” 

Mendoza said it was possible that a 

ime ring" was involved in the 


worsening problem. 

He said PNP Di- 
rector General 
Edgardo Aglipay 
had ordered him to 
ascertain wheth 
there меге poli 
cians and men and 
women in the gov- 
ernment service be- 
hind, or involved in, 
child prostitution. 

He also said he 
was ordered to iden- 
tify the source of m 
сой used in child 
pornography after it 
was noted that some 
children were 
drugged prior to a 
movie shoot or picto 
rial. 


‘Japayuki’ 

Madrigal and such 
groups as the PAP al 
o want the govern 
ment and the private 
Sector to restrain Ве 
noontime TV shows 
from exploiting chil- 
dren. 

“This is really a 
disgusting crime that 
should be acted up- 
on" said Madrigal, 
o pointed out that 
im these shows, 
young children were 
being made to dress 
like “japayukis” (Fil- 

work- 


Japan). 

“They should be 
shown the correct 
side of life,” she said 

РАР secretary Tita 
Reverente expressed 
hope that something 
will happen finally" 

She said pornogra 
phy was proliferating 
because the public 
was nor doing its 
share. 

"A lot of people 
complain... about 
movies or television 
‘commercials, but 
don't write or call to 
any of the offending. 
[ЩЩ programs or produc- 


ME] ers,” she said, 


‘THURSDAY, 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christine Avendaño 


FORMER President Fidel V Ramos 
and six other officals have been 
summoned by the Senate blue 1ib- 
bon committee to shed light on 
the alleged P3.1 billion Smokey 
Mountain seam. But one of those 
summoned, businessman Reghis 
Romero II, said that while he wel- 
comed the investigation, the case. 
is now subjudice because it is 
now under the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court. 

"The hearing is scheduled for 
today with Sen. Miriam Santiago 
gearing up for a confrontation 
with Ramos, her nemesis. Ramos 
according to Santiago, was plan- 
ning to attend the hearing but 
Romero, saying his constitutional 
rights would be violated, is not 
likely to attend. 

Santiago had been a staunch 
critic of Ramos since the 1992 
presidential elections where she 
claimed Ramos cheated her. 

A joint committee composed of 
the blue ribbon, environment and 
natural resources, and government 
corporations and public enterpris- 
ез committees vas authorized by 
the chamber to ook into the alle- 
gations of Santiago that Romero of 
Rill Builders was awarded a lop- 
sided contract by Ramos in 1999. 

Rall Builders had reclaimed and 
developed the then Smokey Moun- 
tain in Manila Bay into a low-cost 
housing complex and industrial or 
commercial site, Summoned to the 
inquiry besides Ramos and 
Romero were Dionisio de la Sema, 
Ramos’ housing czar, Roberto М. 
‘Aventajado,. presidential adviser 
оп flagship projects of the Estrada 
administration, Roberto Balao, Ed- 
mundo Sese and Vicente Suazo Jr. 

De la Sema served as chair of 
the Executive Committee created 
to oversee the Smokey Mountain 
housing project їп 1992. Aventaja- 
do took over as Executive Commit- 
tee chairby 1999, said Santiago. 


Ramos signature 

Balao, as National Housing Au- 
thority (NHA) general manager 
during the period of negotiation, al- 
legedly signed for the government 
all three versions of the assailed 
agreement. And Sese was implicat 
ей for being vice president of R-II 
Holding? subsidiary corporations, 
R-II Builders, and Suazo as Harbor 
Center Por Terminal president. 

Santiago said the alleged scam 
started in 1999 when Ramos autho- 
rized МНА to enter into a joint ven- 
ture agreement with R-II Builders in 
‘connection with the Smokey Moun- 
tain Development and Reclamation 
Project. But Santiago said that the 
‘entire project tumed into a "scam 
worse than the Amari case; be- 
cause NHA had no authority to con- 
duct negotiations with a private en- 
tity like RI Builders. 
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Ramos faces off 
with Miriam today 


But Smokey Mountain probe 
now under SC, says contractor 


She said that Amari paid the 
Philippine Estates Authority (PEA) 
the sum of P1.8 billion to buy re- 
 daimed land, but in the RII case, 
“in effect NHA paid Romero the 
sum of P3 billion, and then gave 
the reclaimed land to Romero.” 

їп an earlier press conference, 
Romero denied that the deal was i 
legal because NHA had the authori- 
ty to dispose the reclaimed land. 

“The (deal) is a legitimate and 
valid project that underwent pre- 
seribed bidding procedures will 
fall transparency. said Romero. 

Romero said it was aimed to 
transform the “symbol of the 
country’s poverty and social 
malaise into an showcase of de- 
cent living conditions of the on- 
site resident scavengers.” 

He explained that the project 
went through “rigorous and thor- 
ough public bidding process" and 
supervised by the PEA, Philippine 
Ports Authority and the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources. 


Rights issue. 

Ina press statement yesterday, 
Romero said he welcomed the in- 
vestigation but urged the joint 
committee to grant his request to 
refrain from participating in the 
hearings to protect his constitu- 
tional rights. 

Romero noted that the issues. 
raised by Santiago in her privi 
leged speeches were the 
conceras aired by former Soli 
tor General Francisco Chavez in 
his earlier petition before the 
Supreme Court questioning the 
consttutionality of the project. 

‘This, he said, means the case is 
now under the jurisdiction of the 
judiciary and not the legislature. 

Romero 


cited а 


previous 
Supreme Court ruling on the сазе 
involving Bengzon Jr. vs Senate 
blue ribbon committee that al- 
lowing a congressional panel to 
conduct its own investigation in- 
to an issue already before the 
courts "would not only pose the 
possibility of conflicting judge- 
ments between a legislative com- 
mittee and a judicial tribunal" but 
would also subject the courts to 
undue influence by another co- 
equal branch of government. 

"Thus, under the law, “the con- 
tinuation of the Senate investiga- 
tion would violate my constitu- 
tional rights,” Romero said. 

But Santiago said that the case. 
of Bengzon vs Senate blue ribbon 
committee did not apply in 
Romero's case because this in- 
volved a matter of public interest. 

"There is a pending SC case on 
same subject matter but because it 
involves a public interest, the case 
is not prejudicial in the investiga 
tion ofthe blue ribbon,” she said. 

Santiago said she would ask 
the committee to issue a subpoe- 
mato Romero. 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 


HER EXCELLENCY GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO 
Malacanang Palace, Manila 


` Dear Madame President, 


The Confederation of Sugar Producers Associations, Inc. (CONFED) is the biggest federation representing more 
than 50% of the total number of sugar farmers in the Philippines today. We have always supported your programs in 
government and applauded your move when you appointed James Ledesma as Administrator for SRA three years 
. ago. ` 


Three years ago, we were a regular importer of sugar to supplement the shortfall of our domestic supply because 
our production was not enough to cover the requirements of domestic consumption. Mr. Ledesma corrected this. 
- When he assumed his office as Administrator of SRA, his programs focused on productivity and production efficien- 
: cy and today, we are already exporting sugar to the world market. 


When Mr. Ledesma started as Administrator, our production was 1.6 million mt of sugar annually; this year, under 
his able leadership, we have produced 2.34 million mt of sugar. This. is quite a substantial accomplishment consider- 
ing that the Master Plan of the Sugar Industry projected domestic self-sufficiency within a 10-year time frame. 


Itis unfortunate that, at this time when the industry is supposed to unite and work together for the common good, we 
are still beset by "crabs" who try to bring our good leaders down. You, Madame President, have experienced this and 
continue to experience attacks from politicians with vested interests who have nothing constructive to offer. 


This is what Mr. Ledesma is presently experiencing and for this reason we are rallying to support him knowing that 
he has done a lot to bring the sugar industry to where it is now and he will continue to provide the leadership that will 
eventually make our industry competitive. 


We support Mr. Ledesma not only because of his leadership capabilities and his exemplary qualifications but also be- 
cause of his unquestionable integrity. We also support Mr. Ledesma because of his unqualified commitment to work for 
the welfare of the sugar industry. 


In this regard, Madame President, we hope that you will consider this position and retain the services of James 


Ledesma as Administrator of SRA. We cannot imagine any other person who would be as qualified, as capable, as 
committed and as honestto assume the leadership position in the sugar industry. 


lational President 


Thank you. 


Jose Luis J. Torgoy 


George R.Zubiri ` 
Че Chairman, Negros Chapter 


Chairman, Цігоп Chapter 
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Chavit says he has settled all cash 


By Armand М. Nocum 


ILOCOS Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson Mon- 
day said he had settled all “cash advances” he 
had made during his previous term as gover- 
nor of the province. 

In a statement, Singson also scored the 
lawyers of ousted President Joseph Estrada 
for trying to destroy his credibility as the pros- 
cations star wimess in Estrada's plunder uri- 

"They can look into the records; they're 
there for everyone to see. I have settled all 
these cash advances. Making such advances, 
аз everyone knows, is not illegal—it becomes 
so only if these are not settled during a given 
time,” Singson said. 

Singson was reacting to the testimony of 
defense witness Agaton Dacayanan, former 
provincial auditor of Ilocos Sur, who testified 
that Singson had “unsettled cash advances" 
totaling P2,900,000 as of Dec. 31, 1995. 

In an interview during a break in the trial, 
Estrada lead counsel Rene Saguisag said 
Singson had amassed P800 million more in 
unliquidated cash advances from 1995 to 
1999. 

He said Singson decided to tell ай on Estrada, 
his former friend, to escape the unrelenting pres- 
sure being exerted on him by COA auditor 
‘Agustin Chan relative to his unliquidated cash ad- 
‘vances. Chan was kiled in an ambush in 2001. 

“Estrada's lawyers are merely repeating all the 
lies they had previously raised in a vain attempt 
to destroy my credibility. They think that by [re- 
peating) those lies, they can get the people to be- 
lieve what they are saying is true,” Singson said. 

Оп the contrary, he said, it was "my credi- 
bility as a prosecution witness during the 
Estrada impeachment trial that helped bring 
down his corrupt regime. No amount of re- 
peated lies can alter that.” 

Singson accused Estrada's lawyers of de- 


Media relations 
seminar for PSG 


By Juliet L. Javellana 


THE CHIEF of the Pres- 
Чеп! Security Group 
yesterday зай һе 
would require all his 
men to undergo a sem- 
inar on “media rela- 
tions” after an моол 
теропег filed а com- 
plaint of harassment 
against some members 
of the elite group pro- 
viding security to the 
President and Mala- 
айап Palace. 

Tol. Delin Bangit, 
PSG commandez made 
the assurance ina letter 
to Gil C. Cabocungan 
Jr, a senior INQUIRER re- 
poter assigned to 
Malacafiang, who com- 
plained that he was 
held for one hour and 
barred бот entering 
the Palace last Sunday. 

After being held for 
‘one hour over an argu- 
ment with some PSG 
guards on the conduct 
oftheir security check, 
Cabacungan was al- 
lowed to walk through 
Gate 6 toward the 
press working area in 
Kalayaan Hall only to 
be called back "in a 
condescending man- 
mer" because he was 
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laying his trial so the people would lose inter- 07 
estin itand “eventually forgive and forget”. У 7. 
"His lawyers are sadly mistaken; the pa- 
tience of the people is wearing thin and fur- 
ther delays can make it snap," Singson said. 
Yesterday, the trial resumed with defense 
lawyers continuing to assail the credibility of 
Singson to show that he blew the whistle on 
Estrada because he was already “comered” by 
the COA on his unsettled cash advances of P29 
milion. 
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mot in the Palace-pre- 
scribed dress code. 


Bangit said his in- 
vestigation showed 
that Cabacungan "got 
angry with my men as 
they did theirjob." 
Still, he said he has 
“summoned the per- 
sonaliies involved 
and heard their sides 
and exhorted them to 
do their jobs with 
professionalism.” 
Bangit said reme- 
dial measures would 
be made to a repeti- 
tion of the incident. 
He said the com- 


NEW SCHEDULE OF DIVIDEND. 
[AND CCA (Form 


To comply withthe directive of the Bangko Sentral ag Pil 
dividends on seta comme cumad ax of date of declaration, the AFP 
Tac (АРБА!) wil adopt the quancly computation of dividend and the quarterly payouteffecne 
ihid quarter of year 2008. The CCA (formerly CCS account) placement perds have been changed 
liche fourth quarter 2004 

"АРЕВА has approved э new schedale forthe dividend declaration and dividend payout 
“The new scheme wil be more beneficiat 1o members ecu fear sb of dividend pent. 

“The now schede паз follows: 
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atched Hearing Care Program 
At 3 Sountex Locations 


Come to Sountex™ for FREE "no obligation" hearing tests, 
complete aftercare service, state-of-the-art SIEMENS 
test equipment, professional and friendly service, and 
the most complete line of technologically 
advanced SIEMENS hearing aids. 


CALL FOR A FREE HEARING TESTI 


MEDICAL PLAZA МАКАТ: 867-1916 + ROBINSONS ORTIGAS: 635-9033 * QUEZON CITY: 727-6625 
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NOIERKS. NOROST. NOPROBLEM. 


Other pipes can copy how our PE-X pipes look. 
Other pipes can copy the way our ads look. 


But they won't be able to сору 
the one thing that really matters: 


The REHAU 2-piece permanent leak-proof jointing system. 


‘Unequalled. Unsurpassed. 


Unlike any other piping system in the world. 


NO EQUAL. 


GERMANY 


Hot & Cold Water Piping System 


The 21st Century Pipe. 
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run out of paper 


with SHARP fax machines, you stop losing 
crucial messages and wasting time if you 
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Enrico Rivera, head of 
the PSG Media Liaison 
Office, to ensure that 
the PSG would have 
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` Napocor 


From page Al 


by an average of 98 centavos per 
‘kilowatt hour (kWh), just half of 
‘the P1.87 per kWh that Napocor 
‘petitioned for in June. 

Felipe said he was surprised 
at the public had not raised 
much ruckus over the power rate 
"increases. 

12 Just wait until they see the 
electric bills in the next few 
months," he said. 

‘The new rate takes effect on 
Sept. 26 and the distribution utili- 
ties, particularly Meralco, will 
ly pass on the new rates to their 
‘customers by Nov 1. But con- 
sumers will likely feel the effect of 
the rate increases only in January 
after Meralco and other power dis- 
„tribution firms have gone through 
‘the process of requesting rate ad- 

juscments according to the ERC. 
The government should ex- 
plain the necessity of the higher 
“power rates to the public, said 
Medalla, a former economic plan- 
ing secretary. 

“This is where leadership comes. 
in. You can't convince people to 
“pay higher electricity bills or pay 
more taxes if they see your yayas 
with you on a trip to China,” he 
said, referring to the big contingent 
that accompanied President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo on a recent tip. 


Need for symbols 

"We need symbols. In the long 
Tun, these symbols may not make 
much of a difference but the pub- 
lic has to see that government is 
also doing its part to alleviate our 


Nuclear plant, I 


From page Al 


Nuclear Power Plant (BNPP) 
project, for which the national 
government still pays $155,000 
aday, 

The late Conrado D. del 
Rosario, Napocor president in 
1985-1986, recalled that the 
BNPPs original cost of $600 
million was considered “оп the 
high side" when the contract 
for supply and equipment was 
signed with United State 
based Westinghouse Electric їп 
1976. 

Del Rosario said added costs of 
transmission lines, fuel (urani- 
um), site preparations, insurance 
as well as interest on loans—at 11 
percent to 12 percent a 
Yyear—pushed the total price to 
$2.1 billion. 

He said that when the Aquino 
administration decided against 
operating the plant, it also agreed 
to a Napocor request that it 
sume the BNPP assets and liabili- 
ties. 

In a paper outlining Napoc- 
ors financial history, Pajarillo 
said the company's debts started 
to mount amid the economic cri- 
sis in 1983. 

At the start of that year, and 
even before Sen. Benigno "Ni- 
noy” Aquino Jr. was assassinat- 
ed, Napocor was already facing 
problems in financing its pro- 
jects. 

This was due to the peso depre- 
ciation the previous two years 
and the reduction in fresh equity 
infusion from the government as 
part of the economic stabilization 
program then. 

In the same year, the govern- 
ment's policy of debt moratori- 
um resulted in the rescinding of 
four Napocor foreign loan com- 
mitments totaling $91 million 
and cancellation of undrawn 
balance on three loans totaling 
$14 million. Foreign banks also 
suspended Napocor's nine un- 
used loans totaling $49 mil- 
lion. 

Pajarillo said these precipi- 
tated the power crisis in the 
early 1990s because projects 
meant to add generation ca- 
pacity could not be implement- 
ed. 


Power outages 

1n 1990 and 1991, Napocor got 
а taste of what was to come due 
to massive power outages nation- 
wide—it suffered a net loss of 
P65 million and P2.93 billion, re- 
spectively. 

(The only previous years that 
Napoéor incurred losses where in 
1970 at P4 million and in 1971 at 
P1 million due toa peso devalua- 
tion.) 

Efforts to solve the power a 
sis during the Ramos adminis 
tration seemed to have 
stemmed the tide. In 1992, 
Napocor obtained 18 medium 
and long-term financing plus 
three bridge loans. 


fiscal troubles,” Medalla said. 

He cited the pork barrel as an 
example. "Abolishing the pork 
barrel will not make a huge im- 
pact on our debts, but its impact 
onthe public will be significant." 

Medalla said he had sensed the 

sony fiscal state of the country as 
‘early as February but no one had an- 
ticipated that the Napocor problem 
would reach gargantuan propor- 
tions. 
“Last year, expected Napocor 
to be a P20 billion to P30 billion- 
-year problem. I never expected 
it would become a P100 billion-a- 
year problem," he said. 

He explained that Napocors 
woes began when Ms Arroyo im- 
posed a cap on Napocor's power 
purchase adjustment rates in 
2002, which greatly reduced 
Napocor's revenues. 


Shape ир 

Medalla said he was willing to 
bet P200 of the audience's P100 
that chere would be no economic 
crisis in two to three years. 

"After all is said and done, gov- 
‘emment and Congress will see 
that the only way to avert the cri- 
sisis to shape up.” 

But Medalla then made a quick 
turnaround, saying “of course, 
‘many things сап stili go wrong.” 

"Even if the national govern- 
ment assumes Р500 billion of 
Napocor'sdebt, the state-run util 
ity firm is still bent on seeking a 
rate increase next year. 

їп a document submited to the 
Senate ways and means committee, 
Napocor enumerated its rate adjust- 
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IN THE KNOW 


THE INEFFICIENCY of government cxporaions has ontrbuted more than а 
third (GT percent) to the buld-up of the total pubic debt, ашха to a recent 
study by professors of he UP School of Economics. 

Last yer, 30 goverment aporaons posted a combined loss of P140.2 bi- 
ln. The biggest loss was incred by е Natonal Power Corporation, whose 
PTT32.58on net loss was about fve limes the combined oes of al е other 


corporations. 
"Top Losing Goverment Corporations, FY 2003" (n milion P) 
NetLoss" 
d. Natonal Power Corp. P 13232 
2. Natonal Food Autor 1885 
X Natonal lection Administaton E: 
A Light Ral Trans Aubry Е 
5 Phiippine Natonl Ot Co. 29 
&  NatoalHone Pearce 232 
T. Technology Livelihood & Research Canter 0 
M. Natonalinigaton Adminstration 45 
$ Bases Conversion Development Authoriy in 
10 Phüppce Rie Research ейде эм 
T. Nasonal obec Adminstration 20 
12. Natonal Со. 22 
18. Priippins Conrut Autocity 208 
M. hippie Chadren's Мейса Center ЕЧ 
15 Cultural Center ol he Philippines ЕЯ 
16. Мавпа Kidney and Transplant нейде 164 
т: Hot Center ш 
ЛЕ. Lung Center ofthe Philippines 15 
19. Себе or tl Trade Expositions & Missions a 
20. Sugari is м 
21; Philippine Convention & Vistors Corp. D 
22. Nasonal Dairy Auborty E] 
23. Pales Television Network Inc. ЕЯ 
a Cty браза Eco. Zone Асобу a 
5 Zone Aubry 3 
25 Ph Insitute of Traditional and Alematie Heth Care 2 
27. Philippine instil for Development Studies 5 
Ж. Cotage industry Technology Center 15 
29. Development Academy of he Philippines H 
30. Phüppne Cop Insurance Сор. 8 
TOTAL pwan 
“incudes only 48 0176 GOCCs 
Sowar of Budget and! Budget of Expenses 
and Sours of Financing Fisca Yaar 2003 (Tables) 
comaosrrosesuact 


eme 


PPs, GMA behind 
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Partnerships with private 
firms were also started through 
build-operate-transfer (BOT), 
build-operate-own (BOO), re- 
habilitate-operate-maintain 
(ROM), and rehabilitate-oper- 
ate-lease schemes. 

In 1992, Napocor rebounded 
with a net income of P4.1 billion. 

їп 1993, the state-firm tapped 
the world capital market for the 
first time. It issued a Eurobond 
worth $200 million. The next 
year, it floated a World Bank- 
backed Eurobond worth $100 
million. 


Biggest net income 

Napocor posted its biggest 
net income in 1994 at P7.46 bil- 
lion. That year, its power gener- 
ation reached 30620 gi 
gawatthours. 

Of the total electricity pro- 
duced in 1994, 13.6 percent 
came from ROM and ROL 
plants and P15.3 percent from 
BOT and BOO plants. Thus, 
about 30 percent of Napocor 
electricity came from plants op- 
erated by independent power 
producers 

In 1995, Napocor made the 
rounds on the world financial 
market, obtaining a $100-mil- 
lion syndicated loan from JP 
Morgan, 

"Within the same year, Napocor 
launched $500 million in bonds. 
‘Then there was the pioneering 
12billion-yen bond obtained 
through the Asian Development 
Bank and underwriter Nomura 


NAPOCOR FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS (IN BILLION PESOS) 
Assets Liabilities Netincome! Net Operating 
Loss IncomelLoss 
1985 P1076 PIS 140 38 
1986 1256 En 072 43 
1987 1399 1025 0% 47 
1988 1337 998 187 56 
1989 1370 1014 166 53 
1890 1605 1275 007 41 
191 106 1335 ET 28 
1992 232 1354 412 тл 
1903 2454 1732 137 67 
1994 2892 1850 746 121 
1995 3511 2451 33 15 
1996 4511 3587 554 133 
1997 6191 4418 305 18 
1998 461 450 382 69 
1999 8624 6450 5% 85 
2000 988 7778 1297 54 
2001 10060 7952 -1038 68 
2002 11530, 9714 EX 24 
203 1323 192 
2008" -1146 445 
2005" 4592 455 
2006 402% ET 
2007" ET EM 
Sources 
1. Каса! Power Corp. Power Stats, Vol. 1 (Operational Stasi) 1997 edt 
ton 
2. Natonal Power Corp. 60 years (Vol. 3}: Prospects al Peak Load by Leticia М. 
Subang and Dennis S. Gana. 1996 
3. Napocor 6 years (Vol. 1): 60 Megawatts of Achievement. Edited by Corazon 
H iraco 1996 
4 Napocor 1996, 2001, 2002 annual reports 
5 Napoca and Psalm (Power Sector Assets and Lilies Management Corp.) 
PowerPoint presentaton “Rensed Generaton Rates Based on Relum on. 
Rate Base wih Tme of Use” July 20, 2004 


ments needed to wipe out its net Joss. 

Napocor said the provisional au- 
thority to raise ts generation rates by 
ап average of 98 centavos per KWh 
issued by the ERC on Sept. 3 would 
result in an increase of P1 2318 per 
KWh for Luzon, PO2202 per kWh 
for the Visayas and P02665 per 
kWh for Mindanao. 

Napocor said the rate adjust- 


Recto said the public was told that 
after the 98-centavo per kWh in- 
crease in Napocor rates early this 
‘month, only а 98-centavo increase. 
loomed on the horizon. 

“Wrong. The subsequent i 
crease would be much higher,” 
Recto said in a statement. 


Three scenarios 

He then painted three scenar- 
ios envisioned by Napocor to en- 
sure that its operations and finan- 
cial condition would be viable de- 
spite its debts. 

Не clarified that the schedule 
of proposed tariff adjustments 
contained no provision for princi 
pal amortization, only interest 
expense, and no capital build-up 
for needed expansion of capacity 
toavert a power crisis in 2007. 

First, should the national gov- 
emment absorb P500 billion of 
the Napocor debt (P598.58 bil- 
lion), the corporation would still 
seek a P7325 per kWh rate in- 
crease as early as January next 
year, according to Recto. 


Napocor mess 


Intemational. 

Pajarillo said that at that time, 
everything seemed to point to 
continuing growth for Napocor. 
Then the Asian financial crisis hit 
in1997. 

The following year, Napocor 
posted a net loss of P3.4 billion, 
which grew year after year until it 
reached P113 billion in 2003 
alone. 


In 2001, the Electric Power In- 
dustry Reform Act (Epira) was 
passed. It was touted as the an- 
Swer to Napocor's woes. 

Ironically, the years following 
the law's enactment saw mea- 
sures which were supposedly 
meant to make power more af- 
fordable, But these just added 
more and more to Napocor's bur- 
den. 

1n 2001, Napocor reduced its 
rates by 30 centavos per kilo- 
watthour as provided under Epi- 
А year later, Malacafiang or- 
dered Napocor to peg its pur- 
chased power cost adjustment 
charges—the cost of electricity 
bought from independent pow- 
er producers—to 40 centavos 
per kWh. The reduction cost 
Napocor tens of billions of pesos 
in losses. 

Napocor continued to bleed. 
Оп Sept. 4, the Energy Regula- 
tory Commission granted it the 
provisional authority to raise 
rates by an average of 98 cen- 
tavos. 

However, Napocor officials 
said the increase still did not re- 
flect the true cost of electricity. 
‘The firm is asking for an increase 
of P187 per kWh. 

Asked why electricity cost so 
much, Raphael Lotilla, president 
ofthe Power Sector Assets and Li- 
abilities Management Corp. 
(Psalm), said: “For one, the 
Philippines is an archipelago. 
This inherent limitation makes it 
expensive to develop power irt- 
frastructure and provide ser- 
vices.” 


Overcapacity in Luzon 

Energy does not come cheap, 
he said. "Fuel costs, whether itis 
petroleum, natural ваз, 
geothermal or hydro. Even re- 
newable energy sources such as 
solar, wind and biomass are 
costly These are still not widely 
used because the technology in- 
volved cost so much,” Lotila 
inally, Lotilla said the cur- 
rent generation overcapacity 
in Luzon resulted in power 
plants not running ar efficient 
levels 

Projections from Napocor and 
Psalm show that Napocor would 
suffer an average of P103.6 bil- 
lion in losses a year over the next 
four years. 

Ав far as things are going, it 
looks as though the companies 
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If approved, this would bring 
the effective rate to P4.2001 per 
kWh or a 68.77-percent increase 
from the pre-September rate.of 
2.4886 per kWh. 

Recto said that despite the 2004 
and 2005 increases, Napocor 
‘would still seek an additional 
crease of P3673 per kWh in 2006, 
bringing to P4.5674 the per KWh 
‘cost that year under this scenario, 

Second, if the national govern- 
ment does not absorb Napocor's 
debt, the firm would apply for 
1.3075 per kWh increase as ear- 
уаз January next year. 

If approved, this would bring 
the effective rate to P4.7761 per 
kWh or a 91.92-percent increase 
from the pre-September rate of 
2.4886 per kWh. 

Despite the 2004 and 2005 in- 
creases, Napocor will still seeks 
an additional increase of P3173 
per kWh in 2006, bringing to 
5.0934 the per kWh cost that 
year under this scenario. 

Third, Recto said that should 
the national government absorb 
only P200 ЫШоп of Napocor 
debt, the firm would still seek a 
P1.0775 per kWh rate increase as 
early as January next year. 

If approved, this would bring 
the effective rate to P4.5461 per 
KWh or an 82.68-percent in- 
crease from the pre-September 
rate of P2.4886 per kWh. 

Despite the 2004 and 2005 in- 
creases, Napocor will seek an ad- 
ditional increase of P3373 per 
kWh in 2006, bringing to 
4,8834 the per kWh cost that 
year under this scenario. 


are looking at consumers’ pockets 
for the solution, 


Cause of losses 

Operating losses will also 
continue unless Napocor was 
allowed "reasonable recovery 
of its actual costs," officials 
said. 

© Bataan nuclear plant: the 
original 1976 price of $600 mil- 
lion was considered “on the high 
side.” Added expenses further 
bloated the cost to $2.1 billion. 
The government decided to 
‘mothball it but assumed the 
debis 

* National debt moratorium 
їп 1983 wrote off $91 million in 
loan commitments and cancelled 
ог suspended unused loans total- 
ing $63 million. 

‘© Power crisis resulted in net 
losses in 1990-1991. 

‘© Partnerships with indepen- 
dent power producers (IPPs) 
started їп 1990. According to the 
Insttute of Popular Democracy, 
Napocor has lease obligation to 
IPPs totaling $11 billion. 

Asian financial crisis in 
1997 started Napocor's streak of 
met losses of P3.4 billion im 


Lopez Group to contract IPPs to 


ensure that the $46billion 
Malampaya natural gas-to-power 
project would materialize. As а 
result, Napocor is now selling 
about half the electricity demand 
of Manila Electric Со, its biggest 
customer whose market makes 
up about 70 percent of the coun 
trys total demand. 

© The power reform law of 
2001 provided a mandatory 
power rate reduction of 30 cen- 
tavos per kWh. Napocor data 
show that this resulted in P1.71 
billion in lost revenue in the 
first seven months of 2002 
alone. 

© Labor Day 2002, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo announced 
that Napocor's purchased power 
cost adjustment—the cost of 
power it buys from IPPS would 
be frozen at 40 centavos per 
kWh—a reduction of 85 cen- 
tavos per kWh. Napocor data 
show that this resulted in P4.5 
billion in revenue losses in the 
first seven months of 2002 
alone. 

© in 2002, Napocor posted its 
first net operating loss. 

* In its latest reorganization 
in 2003, Napocor covered P12 
billion in separation benefits with 
fund from loans. 

© September 2004, Napocor 
was granted a provisional au- 
thority to raise generation rates 
by an average of 98 centavos per 
kWh. Napocor is asking for a 
hike of P1.87 per kWh, which 
did not consider power costs 
from the new power plants 
1,200-MW _ Ilijan,  140-MW 
Caseenan, 70-MW Bakun and 
345-MW San Roque. 
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meNNORLD ___ 
Bush demands UN help to fix Iraq 


SUPER BRAND 
PLATINUM 2004 


"The CIA laid out several scenarios. It said 


UNITED NATIONS—US President George W. Bush demanded Tuesday that the 
United Nations do more to help end the deadly chaos clouding Iraq's future, as 


he defiantly defended the US-led war to oust Saddam Hussein. 


" Days after UN Secretary General Kofi An- 
rian declared the March 2003 invasion "ille- 
gal" under the world body's charter, Bush un- 
apologetically-told skeptical leaders here they 
must do more to help Iraq's fledgling interim 
government. 

“The government of Prime Minister (Iyad) 
Allawi has earned the support of every nation 


disce in self derermination and de- a posible civil war or—in the best sce- ly credible at all,” said the president, who fre- urged staunch US ally Israel to freeze settle- “eae 
Sires peace,” sald Bush, who was to host the nario-—temuous political, economic and secu- quently charged that Kerry is fickle оп crucial ments in the West Bank and Gaza and to end 
Iraqi leader at the White House on Thursday. rity stability. national security issues. the “daily humiliation” of Palestinians. AFP АКТАРА 
Е " TESS DE сеа. 
EF "= SUPER BRAND 
Baghdad | 1 : „Ж * GOLD 2001 
car bomb k i SUPER BRAND 
kills 11 | ` SUPER BRAND 
f GOLD 1999 
BAGHDAD—A car 
bomb exploded out- |j 
ее 
busy commercial | 
area of Bagdad on | 
Wednesday killingat | 
least 11 people and È 
wounding 40, police | 
and hospital officials | 
i | 
The blast de- f 
stroyedseveralstores (+ 
and sent thick black jp ie! 
smoke pining шо f аи 
the shy Shards of | 
glass and debris lit- Ё POINT РЕМ 
tered the street in | 
westemBaghdad, | 
US soldiers riding | 
armored vehicles by. 
cordoned off the area 
snd firefighters 


doused water on 
burning cars. At least 
10 cars were de 
stroyed, one of them 
бїррей upside down. 

“L was just stand- 
ing here talking and 
then 1 heard two 
huge explosions,” 
said Humam Abdul- 
Hadi, who owns an 
electrical goods store 
near the bomb site. 
He said an ice cream 
restaurant had taken 
the brunt ofthe blast. 

“I don't even know 
who they were tar- 
geting,” said Abdul. 
Hadi, who had shrap: 
nel wounds to the 
face and neck and 
blood spattered on 
his Tshirt. "They just 
bombed people eat- 
ing ice cream.” 

At nearby. Yarmuk 
hospital, morgue offi 
cials showed Reuters 
correspondent Mari- 
am Karouny 11 
corpses brought from 
theblastsite. Reuters 


О 


Later, Bush and Allawi denounced the be- 
heading of US hostage Eugene Armstrong by 
extremists in Iraq while warning that violence 
was expected to escalate before elections 
scheduled for January 2005. 

But the president dismissed a gloomy US 
intelligence forecast for Iraq by saying the 
agency was “just guessing” when it warned of 


that life could be lousy life could be OK, life 
could be better. And they were just guessing 
as to what the conditions might be like,” he 
said. 

With just six weeks to the Nov. 2 election, 
Bush took aim at Democratic White House hope- 
ful John Kerry who has accused him of colossal 
failures of judgment” that have wrought a crisis 
of histori proportions” in Iraq, 

“Му opponent has taken so many different 
positions on Iraq that his statements are hard- 


Chairman and CEO, > 


In his speech, Bush urged UN members to 
heed two recent Security Council resolutions, 
including one in June 2004 that endorsed the. 
interim Iraqi government and a multinational. 
force to keep order. 

"The UN and its member nations must re- 
spond to Prime Minister Allawi's request and do 
more to help build an Iraq that is secure, demo- 
cratic, federal and free, said Bush, whose ad- 
dress drew applause only when it ended. 

Bush said democracy in Iraq would spread 
across the Middle East and, in a rare rebuke, 


Cambodia х, Young & Rubicam Brands 
hit by bird No one knows this better than Ann. i 1 
flu anew " From heading the Beverage, Desserts 


VEAL SBOV, Cambo- 
dia—A deadly bird flu 
virus, which has killed 
29 Asians this year 
has reappeared in 
Cambodia and the 
government is deeply 
worried because vil- 
lagers ate birds that 
had died of t, officials 
said on Wednesday. 
People in this vilage 
just outside he capital 
Phnom Penh including 
the owner of a fam 
where 5,000 chickens 
Фей in two days, said 
they took dead birds, 
cooked and are them. 
Experts say eating 
chicken that died of 
ihe bird flu is safe, 
provided it is cooked 
to an internal tem- 
perature of at least 
TO degrees Celsius. 
All those who have 
died of the HSNI virus, 
which has ako re- 
ured im Thailand, 
Vietnam and China in 
recent weeks aswell as |; 
striking in Malaysia for | 
the first time, were in- Й 
fected bythe vins from 
handling birds that had 
ied ofit. Reuters 
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and Post divisions of Kraft, to heading 
Young & Rubicam Brands, she knows 


the value of ideas in building 


and businesses. Y&R welcomes her 
and her fresh insights to Manila. 
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UNITED NATIONS—With terror- 
ism on the rise and hate propa- 
5, ganda targeting Jews and Mus- 
lims, Secretary General Kofi An- 
nan opened the UN General As- 
sembly by warning world leaders 
„that basic laws to protect civilians 
~, are being “shamelessly disregard- 
ied” around the world from Iraq 
^ and Sudan to Russia and Uganda. 
In a somber speech Tuesday be- 
«fore presidents, prime minister 
гарй ministers from 191 nations, 
“Апал said the prevalence of mas- 
T sacres, hostage-takings, attacks 
against innocent children and cold- 
-blooded murders puts "ай of us to 
shame" and reflects “our collective 
failure to uphold the rule of lavi" 
То restore respect for basi laws 
that protect the poor and keep the 
э-зшоп from oppressing the weak, 
we must start from the principle 
ıı; that no one is above the law, and 
‘ano one should be denied its protec- 


COMPEX INTERNATIONAL. 
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1 Тее 
Laws protecting civilians ‘shamelessly d 


tion,” Annan said. “Every nation our neighbors, nor, indeed, the “globalization has produced both 


that proclaims the rule of law at 
home must respect it abroad; and 
every nation that insists on it 
abroad must enforce itat home.” 
At this years General Assembly 
ministerial meeting, word leaders 
are confronting a depressing global 
agenda dominated by new terrorist 
threats, a humanitarian disaster in 
Sudan, turmoil in Iraq, and a grow- 
ing gap between the richest and 
poorest inhabitams of planet Earth. 
‘Afghanistan's President Hami 
Karzai said Afghanistan still bas 
many hurdles to overcome, in- 
cluding combating poverty, illit- 
eracy and terrorism but he called 
the country’ first post-Taliban 
elections on Oct. 9 “the most sig- 
nificant milestone in our journey” 
toward democratic government. 
But he warned that ‘As long as 
terrorism continues to exist in our 
region, neither Afghanistan, not 


rest of the world, can be safe. 

Several lenders praised Annan’s 
call for the rule of law, and Bush's 
focus on promoting democracy 
and combating terrorism. 

Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lu- 
Ja da Silva, who spoke just before 
Bush, warmed again that there 
would be no peace in the world un- 
tila more just economic and demo- 
cratic world order is established. 

"Peace will never rise from 

+ poverty and hunger” he said. 

German Foreign Minister Josch 
ka Fischer, when asked his reaction 
to the Bush speech, said: "I think 
its very important what Kofi An- 
тап said about the rule of law in 
the 21st century so I don't want to 
go more into the details because. 
this would be very unpolite.” 

Tanzania's President Benjamin 
Mkapa said dozens of leadets at a 
meeting Monday agreed that 
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striking achievements and harm- 
ful distortions in global growth 
and development," 

"We all agreed that, lef 
unchecked, globalization will ex- 
acerbate the wealth gap—within 
and between nations—thereby 
planting the seeds of social insta- 
bility and crime on a national and 
global scale," he said. 

Im his speech, Annan told world 
leaders that “today the rule of law 
is at sk around the world." 

"Again and again, we see laws 
shamelessly disregarded—those 
that ordain respect for innocent 
ife, for civilians, for the vulnera- 
ble—especially ° children,” һе 
said. 

‘Annan pointed to the violence 
in Sudan's western Darfur region, 
which the United Nations has 
called the world's worst humani- 
tarian crisis. 
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isregarded’—Annan 


UN Secretary General Kofi Annan (upper right) proposes a toast аз 
President Bush looks during a luncheon for world leaders attending 
the opening day ofthe 59th session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Sept. 21 at the UN headquarters in New York. А 


Death toll in Haiti floods 
climbs to more than 700 


GONAIVES, Haiti —Bodies lay in 
growing piles outside morgues as 
UN peacekeepers planned the first 
major distribution of food and wa- 
ter Wednesday in this city devastat- 
ed by floods that tore apart families 
and left hungry crowds that have. 
mobbed truckloads of aid. 

"The death toll from deluges un 
leashed by Tropical Storm Jeanne 
climbed то more than 700, Haitian 
officials said Tuesday, with more 
than 600 of them in Gonaives 
alone, More than 1,000 others 
were declared missing 

Carcasses of pigs, goats and dogs 
still floated in muddy waters slowly 
receding from the streets in Go- 
naives, Най third-largest city with 
some 250,000 people. Not a house 
escaped damage. The homeless 
sloshed through the streets carrying 
belongings on their heads, while 
people with houses that still had 
roofs tried to dry scavenged clothes. 

Flies buzzed around bloated 
corpses piled high at the city’s 
three morgues. The electricity 
was off, and the stench of death 
hung over the city. 

Relatives waited outside а 
morgue set up in the flood-dam- 
aged General Hospital all day to 
identify and bury victims But ve- 
hicles to carry bodies to the ceme- 
tery never arrived. Most bodies 


remained unidentified. 

Destilor Aldajus, а 50-year-old 
farmer, said he and his six chil- 
dren climbed onto their roof to 
escape the floods. But he was at 
the morgue looking for his wife, 

“I couldn't find her, but I knew 
the water had taken her,” he said. 

Red Cross volunteers put more 
than 100 bodies into body bags, 
leaving them in a pile outside the 
morgue. 

“We're going to start burying 
people in mass graves,” said Tou- 
ssaint Kongo-Doudou, а 
spokesperson for the UN peace- 
keeping mission in Haiti. 

Renel. Conil, a 32year-old 
farmer, said he had come to the 
morgue every day since Saturday to 
look for his four missing children. 
Оп Tuesday, he found them. But af- 
ter waiting all day for bodies to be 
taken to the cemetery, he left to 
bury a fifth child that already had 
been transported to the graveyard. 

As they waited, survivors ex- 
changed tales. “Everyone in my 
neighborhood who survived had 
climbed a tree,” Corvil said. 

Waterlines up to 3 meters high 
on Gonaives’ buildings marked 
the worst of the storm that sent 
torrents of water and mudslides 
down denuded hills, destroying 
homes and crops. 
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Yudhoyono maintains lead in polis 

JAKARTA— Former Gen. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono remains on track for a 
landslide victory in Indonesia's first ever presidential elections, holding a steady 
lead Wednesday vaith about two thirds of votes counted, 01908 milion votes tal- 
lied so far, Yudhoyono accounted for 61 percent compared to 38 percent tor in- 
cumbent Megawati Sukarnopul About 153 milion people were eligible to vote 
in the elections, with initia estimates puting turnout at 80 percent. The final out- 
соте from the election is not expected for days as results tickle in from across 
thevast Southeast Asian archipelago, but polsters believe tis unlikely to change 
signifcantiy. The Washington-based National Democratic Insitute and its Indone- 
Sian partner, think lank LP3ES, predicted pre-pol vore Yudhoyono wouid fin- 
ish with 6 2 percent ofthe vote compared wilh Медна 39.8 percent. AFP 


Al-Qaida operative got Australian visa 
CANBERRA—A top a-Caida operative acquired a visa to visit Australa a month 
before Sept. 11,2001, raising foars the error group was actively plotting to 
strike the US aly, the government said Wednesday. Iwas not believed that 
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed traveled to Australia after being granted the visa In 
the name of an айа from the Australian High Commission in Pakistan, officials 
sald. Khalid, one of Osama bin Laden's senior commanders, was arrested in 
Pakistan in February 2003 and is in US custody. He has been indicted over a 
Toii plan to blow up 11 US commercial aliners ying rom Southeast Asia to 
the Unted States in 1896, "t concerns me that it happened," Prime Minister 
John Howard toid Australan Broadcasting Corp. radio. "Certainly everything is 
more effective (in issuing visas) as a result of al the changes that were made 
Since Sept 1, however the alases involved ware nat known at the time and of 
tours a lot more is now known." Kalis visa was canceled about a year alter 
itwas issued when authorities found out about the use of the alas, Attorney 
General Philip Ruddock said. 


Brazil, Germany, India, japan seek UN seats 
NEW YORK—Brazil, Germany, India and Japan launched a united bid Tues- 
day for permanent UN Security Council seats, arguing that expanded mem 
bership was crucial to addressing new global threats. A joint declaration 
said all four countries, "based onthe firmly shared recognition that they are 
legitimate candidates for permanent membership In an expanded Security 
Council, support each other's candidature." The statamont followed a meet- 
ing between Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, German Foreign 
Minister Joschka Fischer, and the Indian and Japanese prime ministers, 
Manmohan Singh and Junichiro Koizumi, at a New York hotel on the side- 
lines of the UN General Assembly. Their proposal, which also envisages a 
permanent seat lor Айса and an expansion of the non-permanent Council 
membership, would represent the largest shake-up at the top decision-mak- 
ing body of the United Nations in its nearly 60-year history. Reform of the 
45-nation Security Council has the firm support of UN Secretary General 
Koli Annan, who set up a high-level panel that Is scheduled to otter concrete 
proposals for change in December. The council has had the same five per- 
manent members with veto power—Britain, China, France, Russia and the 
United States since the United Nations was established in the wake of 
World War Il. 


2 Iraqi women from jail may be freed 
BAGHDAD-— acj authorties together wit US forces have decided to ree one of 
arly tuo high prote women prisoners currant in Amarcan custody. a ministry 
spokesperson sald Wednesday. Ministry spokesperson Noori Abdur Rahim 
Torah, however, denied tho decision was linked to a demand by miltants who 
abducta two Amerians and a Briton сайт forth release ot all female Iragi 
sonar. "The Iraqi authores have agreed with coaliton forces to conditional 
fesso hab Rashid Taha on bal," Iram said. Taha, a scientist who became 
Known as "Dr. Germ" for helping Iraq make weapons out of anthra, and Huda 
Salin Mahd Armash, a bec researcher known as “Mrs. Anthrax,” are the only 
two Iraq women held in American custody, according to the US miary. AP 
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LOS ANGELES—Asian-Americans voters 
* ` favor Democrat John Kerry for president 
„against incumbent George W. Bush, the 
ТЇ first national survey of the largely un- 
f tapped segment of the US electorate 
« showed Tuesday. 
-È Тһе survey, conducted for the Los An- 
Т: geles Times and published on its website, 
ТЇ said that of six million eligible Asian“ 
2: American voters, around 43 percent 
would pick Kerry for president against 
2: 36 percent for Bush. 
53° But the poll, conducted by the Tar- 
22 rance Group, Bendixen and Associates 
Iland New California Media between 
Aug. 20 and 30, also indicated that as 
many as one in five of them were still 
<, undecided about who to vote for on 
Nov. 2. 

The multi-cultural population group 
was not unanimous in their support of 
the Democrat, with Chinese, South Asian 
and Japanese-American voters tilting to- 
ward Kerry, while Vietnamese, Korean 


KERRY 


BUSH 
and Filipino Americans were more in fa- voting 
vor of Bush, 


‘While Asian Americans remain a small ballots 


avant PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


^ The WOR 
Asian-American voters favor Kerry, says poll 


lion expected to register to vote, their 


D. 


the outcome of the election, the poll 
showed. 

About 20 percent of Asian-American 
voters remained undecided, a figure that 
could prove significant as 22 percent of 
them, or 525,000, live in key bottle 
ground states such as Florida and Michi- 
gan and could influence the tightly 
fought polls. 


showed. 


of the Chinese American Voters Educa- 
tion Committee, which helped support 
the poll. 

“As a result 1 think you have a very 
large untapped population,” he added. 

"The survey also indicated that while 
Asian Americans were largely inclined to 
vote Democratic in the 2000 presidential 
race, that balance had thinned in 2004, 

Democratic candidate Al Gore had a 
lead of around 14 percent over Bush in 
support from Asian Americans in 2000. 


economy. 


block with only around three mil- 


could have some influence over 


“Traditionally, neither party has spent 3pertent 
much effort reaching out to Asian Ameri- The survey als 
cans,” said David Lee, executive director electoral issue 


for 


BA: 


Kerry, however, has currently mustered 
only a 7-percent advantage, the poll 


The poll of 1,004 registered voters 
was conducted in nine languages across 
47 states in the 10 days ahead of the Re- 
publican National Convention held in 
New York from Aug. 30 to Sept. 2, and 
had an overall margin of error of around. 


icated that the key 

Asian Ameri 
cans—many of whom are new immi- 
grants to the United States—was the 


‘About 47 percent of those surveyed 
said jobs and the economy were the sin- 
gle biggest issue for the next president, 
while only 22 percent picked the Iraq 
conflict or the war on terrorism. 

‘The survey indicated that nearly one 
million more Asian Americans меге ех- 
pected to register to vote this year than in 


2000, when 2.4 million signed up. АР 


то many of us, an unspoiled environment is just one of our rich memories of childhood. But to an. 
increasing number of young people; this image need not he justa memory: An unspoiled environment 
‘should be a continuing and lasting legacy for future generations. 


This year, 13 students from various colleges and universities in the country are joining the growing 
number of Bayer Young Environmental Envoys (BYEES) aware of the need to protect the environment. 
‘They will join other student envoys from across Asia, Latin America, and Europe in a contin 
Journey of environmental protection and preservation that stared when they participated in the search 
for excellence in environmental awareness and care. 


А study trip to Germany as main attraction 

out doubt, the main attraction in the BYEE search i the weeklong all-expense-paid study tour of 
Germany from November 27 to December 3 this year for the top five of the 13 student envoys, The 
top five Philippine envoys will be part of a 50-sudent contingent from 12 counties that include: China, 
India, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Korea, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, and Poland. 


е major components in the development 
ы «d environmental 


"The program starts at Bayers headquarters in the chy of Leverkusen, Germany, where the student 
envoys will visit the company’s state-of-the-art facilities, including the management of waste from its 
Various production processes. The envoys will have the chance to observe how а former landfill is 
being converted into a public park as рап of a "ind remediation” process. The students will also visit 
Bayer's agricultural center to see how products are continually being developed or refined with the 
objective of making them environment friendly through the "Eco-Check, a system that assesses the 
{ecological impact of Bayers products to the environment. The envoys will also visit the municipal 
aste management facilites of Leverkusen to learn about citizen education programs on Waste 

gement and sce for themselves haw residents go out of their way to segregate solid waste for 
essing in recycling centes. 


E 


A highlight of the tip isa cruise of he River Rhine on board th 
Environment Protection Agency о observe water quality testing. 


oratory ship of Germany's State. 


tection 
to keep the student envoys busy in 
the Bayer Young Environmental 
ment. Student envoys take part in 2 
The program 

nvoy Club 
ronmental 

n board and chat 
newsletter for all 
Throughout the 


The typ to Germany ® ма component o 
Environmental proiection programs. is De 
Envoy Program requires contiumg involv 
Stabe eration program rele on networking ese ony 
lac this by making all alent envoys members of he Hayer Young Environmental 
orm ganization of incumbent: Ло network to discuss and puse 
projects and issues They ше piven aco: E website complete with bulk 
Faon faces. Those wihout access оп йк viceeiny I 
BYERS in Аза. The Philippines, at present, has 36 BYES from over 20 prov 
county. 


“The search for this years BYEEs started when college studens from all over the Philippines were asked 
10 submit essays on their personal contributions to the environment and how these have made a 
difference in their communities and the country. Shor-listed candidates were asked to come for 
interviews to eae the dese е coment fey and ug the exten eit 


Beginnings 
The Young Environmental Envoy Program originated in Thailand in 1995 as а project to educ 
youth in the global effons го save and protect the environment, In 1996, Bayer joined the рп 
Ха corporate sponsor In 1997, Ше United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), through ise 
"office for Авы Pacific, adopted the program under lis umbrella. 


Envoy Program, UNE] 
in environment] protection; provide 
to learn about existing technologi 
facilitate п 


leaders to 


Ongoing projects 


mentioning 


юп left, Werner Wenning, chairman of Beyer’ Management Boar Pr. 
Mass Teper UNEP exeentive director; amd Dr. Udo ls, Bord Member of 
Bayer ei responsibly or tbe Environment, announce бе Bayer UNEP — Chevening Scholarship Fund. 
partnership for sua encronmental education 


Gilbert Hames 


їп 2001, the program was extended to the Philippines and 
Singapore. The following years saw the participation of envoys 
from India and China. 


"This year, the partnership between UNEP and Bayer moved into 
a global level, Bayer, thus, hecame the first private sector 
Organization to become a UNEP partner in environmental 
education projects for young people, Prof. Klaus Toepfer, UNEP 
executive director, and Werner Wenning. of layers 

ment Board, signed the historic agreement in June this 


The young people 
their communities in environment 


‘Today. UNEP and Bayer have a close partnership in various 
initiatives, related to the environment, for the youth 


1 


ecting the environment 


These incide he Ап and йд Competition for young people 
1o simulate worlwide tenon on he cause ofthe environment 
in commemorition of опа Environment Da. 


Ола continuing basis, through the Bayer Young Environmental 

and Bayer hope to identify youth leaders 

e youth with opportunities 

facilities and practices; 

and exchange of views and experiences in 

environmental pretecon among the youth; and encourage youth 

tablish activities or programs to promote 
‘environmental awareness and protection, 


Protecting the environment has become a passion for an increasing 
ber of young people. A couple of examples are worth 


Janice Lio, who works as an environmental scientist at Maunsell 
Philippines, became theirs Filipino tobe admitted о the masters 
program in Environmental Change and Management at Oxford 
University through a full scholarship under the Shell Centenary 


а of Zambales founded the Chemical Engineers. 
for Kalikasan (ChELikasan) to spearhead a campaign called Вата 
ot, Sag Hangin in Baguio, He also initiated а project on the use 
of industrial waste catalysts to produce low cost regenerated 
‘catalysts for petroleum refineries. This earned for him the Tower 
ff Excellence for Outstanding Plant Design given by the Philippine 
Insitute of Chemical EngincersJunior Chapter. 


aking greater responsibility in leading 


sire and developing in their 


peers the same love and concern for the environment, And their 
Elders can only watch and guide them with approval. 


| The Bayer Young Environmental Emteys 
ng to pres Om 


LON 


erg ii 
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This new breed of young people with a passion for the 
environment is making a difference for all of us. Selected in 
а nationwide search, these college students are now part of 
a growing international network of young people deéply 
involved in environmental protection. 


Tonight, Bayer Philippines, together with UNEP, its partner 
for youth environmental education, recognizes them for their 
contributions to preserving and protecting our environment, 
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Books for burning 


putting out a sequel to his popular “Eraptions,” he 
ought to consider including the following items: 
In India, there is a class of people who cannot be 
touched (“hindi magalaw”). 

5 The sitar is a musical instrument whose strings are 
made from teakwood. 

ıa Warlords are people who own land. 

z * Ramadan is not the holy month of 

EDITORIAL fasting as Muslims know it to be, but a 
8 commemoration of the occasion when 
"Mühammad" accepted the holy writ written in Arabic. 
Sun Yat Sen founded the Chinese Communist Party. 
xe Mao Tse-tung conquered China and turned it into the 
most populous communist country in the world. 

Funny? Well, yes—until one finds out that these are con- 
tained not in a book of jokes, but in a high school textbook 
used in all public high schools. In other words, these are 
some of the lessons second-year high school students will 
absorb and perhaps carry with them for the rest of their 
Iives, unless their teachers know enough and care enough 
to'correct these errors contained in the prescribed text- 
book for “Heograpiya, Kasaysayan and Kultura.” 

Sich mistakes do not come few and far between in ће 
textbook, “Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa Hinaharap,” pub- 
lished by SD Publications and printed in Thailand. Anto- 
nio Calipjo Go, academic supervisor of the Marian School 
of Quezon City, has counted a total of 431 errors in the 
book of 316 pages or an average of more than one error 
pér page, including passages that are confusing or simply 
unintelligible. In fact, some information contained in the 
books can be downright insulting and incendiary to some 
people. For instance, how do the Chinese feel about being 
described as a people who like to use opium? And how do 
Müslims feel about being told that many Islamic ideas 
cóme from Judaism, Christianity and the Old Testament 
aswell as from the Virgin and St. Michael? Or that many 
of their mosques were designed by Christian architects 
and are lavishly decorated? 

‘Go, who has made it his personal crusade to denounce 
substandard textbooks being used in both public and pri 
vate schools, came out with a paid ad Monday branding 
thé distribution of the textbook as an “invisible crime.” 
‘And indeed it is a crime, in more ways than one. Out of 
carelessness or ignorance, the authors have been spread- 
ing wrong information about geography, history and cul- 
ture. If these are the things students learn, then truly ig- 
norance is bliss. At least those who don't get such lessons 
‘wouldn't get confused when they know the truth. 

And the Department of Education is abetting the 
spread of ignorance by approving the textbook for use in 
public secondary schools, the only one on this particular 
subject that has such an official imprimatur. But doesn't 
the DepEd have a committee of experts who read and re- 
viéw textbooks before they are approved for use in 
schools? Where were they when this book was reviewed, 
or.were all of the committee members blissfully unaware 
ofall the 431 errors in this one single textbook? 

‘If the DepEd still thinks that its principal duty is to im- 
part the right education, it should immediately order the 
recall of this textbook from schools and bookstores. If the 
government bought copies of the textbook and distribut- 
ed them to public schools, it should order the publisher to 
withdraw them and reimburse whatever amounts were 
paid, as required by the Government Procurement Re- 
form Law. Then it should burn them before the minds of 
millions more of our students are poisoned by all the 
wrong information it contains. 


Targeting symptoms 


Të KILLING of innocent civilians is as odious in Russia as it is in 


I: former President Joseph Estrada is thinking of 


Nairobi or New York or Madrid or Baghdad or Tel Aviv or Gaza 
ог Cape Town. But it seems clear that such attacks are likely to 
continue, from a variety of sources and in a variety of countries, for 
"Three years on from Sept. 11, one lesson must be that the world 
F will get nowhere if it targets the symptoms 
FOREIGN iita are more ohen rote! in long ausding i 
justices inflicted upon entire peoples. 
flames of such attacks in the Middle East and around the world. The 
most dangerous elements of the so-called Bush doctrine were ar 
ог against us," and that the US military would strike preemptively, 
wherever and whenever it wanted. 
above all, it has created the sort of chaos in Iraq that is likely to fan the 
. flames of resentment for generations to come. 


the foreseeable биге, 
rather than the root causes of such attacks. The 

COMMENT 
‘Washington's “war on terror is fanning the 
nounced within days of Sep. 1: that countries were ether “with us 
е Bush administration has made good on these promises. And, 
This Day (Lagos, Nigeria) 
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 ABRASS-KNUCKLE brawl raging in Cebu City 
pits Mayor Tomas Osmeña against lawyers and 
broadcasters. The scrap shows that tensions, 
berween 19th century municipal structures 
and new millennium issues, can turn incendi- 
ary overnight. 

The mayor threatened to dump collected 
garbage at the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources and Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines offices. Those “who supporten- 
vironmental laws make local governments pay 
a certain amount.” 

TBP Cebu earlier served notice of lodging a 
citizens’ suit—for Solid Waste Management 
Ас infractions—against four metro area sites: 
Cebu, Lapu-Lapu, Mactan and Talisay. 

But the day was not yet over. GMA News 7 
would be stripped of its business permit. Osme- 
fia said, “You won't sell (City Hall) airtime? TI 
dose you.” 

The Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters ng Pilip- 
inas had earlier blackballed delinquent clients, 
‘among them: a sardine firm, a show-biz group, 
for a time, sweepstakes. Seven TV and radio 
stations had collectibles worth P1.7 million for 
airtime City Най used. The IOUs date back to 
the period 1998-2001. 

KBP's settle debts-fist policies, Osmeña as- 
serted, violated freedom of the press. They ex- 
tort "money from the city government by im- 
posing censorship." 

ThatdySS' Bobby Nalzaro, this years "Gold- 
en Dove" awardee, hosts a program critical of 
“His Honor” was irrelevant. “il start with the 
biggest: GMA,” the mayor said. "Everybody's 
afraid of media. Pm not.” 

A hefty dose of Prozac can do wonders for "Me 
Tarzan” chest-thumping. But governance by bile 
doesn't help cities confronted by exploding de- 
mands from growing numbers of indigens. 

“Thinking small" is inadequate, the World 
Bank stresses in "Making Cities Livable.” For 
the future, city officials must “think different.” 

"Since the 1950s, the dominant model for 
providing basic infrastructure and services has 
been government,” the WB notes. “Cities need 


1SAW my friend Jack Yabut on ANC last Mon- 
day. He was plugging for the World Carless 
Day, which is tomorrow. Like Earth Day and No 
‘Smoking Day, World Carless Day means to 
draw attention to a bane, in this case smog and 
traffic caused by motor vehicles, and to find 
ways to lessen it. 

Jack himself had several suggestions —orgs- 
nizing car pools, taking public transport (chief 
of them the MRT and LRT), biking, and walk- 
ing to the office or home if they are not too far 
ОЁ The trick is to take things one step at a 
time, he said, but to do them with some regu- 
larity. Maybe you can take public transport 
Once a week, quite apart from your carben 
day You do that regularly it becomes a habit, 
and habits make for attitudinal changes. 

Asked what inspired him to take up this cru- 
sade, Jack said that honestly it wasn't lofty 
heroism but plain self interest. He wants to be 
able to breathe reasonably clean air, a fact that 
has become less and less possible in Metro 
Manila today. 

His concer is not exaggerated. 1 myself 
have a graphic image of Metro Manila's pollu- 
tion in my head. i was on an out-of-town trip 
опе summer's day some years ago, and as usu- 
all took the dawn fight. do that because 1 can 
по longer tolerate traffic, it wastes my time 
and frays my nerves. The plane had just taken 
off and I could see gray light breaking in the 
east. Then to my surprise, I saw a line streaking 
across the horizon just above the sleeping сіу. 
Everything below it was dark as soot and ev- 
erything above it was clear as sky. It took some 
moments for me to realize what that line was. 
It was where the smog began, or rose up to. It 
startled me to realize I lived in the very depths 
of that dark soot. 1 was glad I was leaving it, if 
only temporarily 

The biggest contributor there are, of course, 
the motor vehicles. And private cars—however. 
тоге efficient their exhausts are compared to 
those of buses and jeepneys—are the main cul- 
prit. That is so because of their sheer inefficien- 
cy in ferrying one or two persons from Point A 
10 Point B at any given time compared to buses 


Me Tarzan 


to tum away from an unsuccessful model that 
leaves the most dynamic providers of basic ser- 
vices outside delivery mechanisms.” 

Cities must instead reach out to the private 
sector. Local governments need to trim their 
sails stop doles and serve in the modest—but 
more challenging—role of visionary. 

“The “quiet revolution in local governance 
the crafting of partnership-based models, the 
WB says. Advances will come from those who 
design policies to harness private sector re- 
sources and citizen participation. 

Indeed, "the powerful desire of the poor to 
acquire and use assets to improve their well- 
being and reduce their vulnerability” can be 
the staunchest айу for urban reformers, the 
Asian Development Bank adds. 

Cebu's compounding problems differ from 
most cities only in scale. Migrants double its 
population rate increase over that of other 
Provinces. In the city itself, 41 out of every 100 
kids are stunted by chronic hunger. Aquife 
are “overdrawn” by 170,000 cubic meters dai 
y resulting in dry taps or brackish wells. 

But some are unique—and stem from "Me 
Tarzan” decisions. Cebu's imploding yen-loans 
are the classic example. 

Abetted by a cowed city council, Osmefia 
signed a P1.9-billion loan for the South Recla- 
mation project. The dollar then fetched P26. 
‘Advise to share reclaimed land, instead of pay- 
ing cash, was spurned. So was the suggestion 
to insure against currency fluctuations. 

Serial devaluations sent the peso plummet- 
ing to Р56:51 today And the debt went 
through the roof to P4.33 billion. City Hall doc- 
tors its books—using 1996 exchange rates—to 
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and jeepneys and trains that haul a horde of 
bedraggled carcasses over the same time and 
space. Private cars are also easily the biggest 
contributor to traffic by the same token. Too 
much space, too few people. 

1 myself drive, but 1 feel no small pangs of 
conscience when 1 see tricycles and buses 
groaning with human cargo. 1 still get pissed 

И when the tricycles ply the main roads, hold- 
ing up traffic for the faster vehicles, and the 
buses block my path, particularly in the part of 
SM that leads out to Edsa (a simple problem 
the half dozen or so trafic aides there cant 
seem to solve); but the recognition 1 am lug- 
ging my sole carcass over some distance while 
they are doing so hundreds of them gives me 


pause. 

1 do take the MRT, as Гуе said in an earlier. 
column, going to Makati, at least on the occa- 
sions I am persuaded to go there. It is not my 
favorite part of the metropolis; Manila is, for 
reasons that have nothing to do with Atienza. 
It is not merely that 1 manage to escape the 
huge parking lot known as Edsa—one of the 
joys of taking the MRT is looking down at all 
the cars not moving below and knowing you 
эге not there—it is that I manage to escape the 
cares of finding a place to park in the huge 
non-parking lot known as Makati Jack is right: 
sometimes, enlightened self-interest does the 
trick. 

Tknow the arguments that have been raised 
against public transport. Mainly, that it sucks. 
It is crowded, it is slow and it is a pickpocker's 
ог holdupper's paradise. The argument is not 
without merit, although, like the issue of leav- 
ing the country and working abroad, it is a 
chicken-and-egg tangle. The solution is itself 


reflect only P2.8 billion in IOUs, the Commis- 
sion on Audit complained, 

Cebu's total liabilities today tower over all 
102 cities at P3.62 billion. (Cagayan de Oro is 
second at P934 million.) Those loans strap ev- 
егу man, woman and child, within city limits, 
with a debt burden of P60,654—compared to 
the P44,548 for 84 million Filipinos. 

“Policy blacks holes” are seen in loan bills 
soaring, in 2007, to P970 million. Thats half the 
citys annual budge, the Sun Star noted. There's 
no policy on water, peri-urban areas, land use, 
flood control, sewage, disaster preparedness, cit- 
izen participation and other critical concerns. 

After a life-threatening illness, Osmeña re- 
took the mayorship in June 2002. Cebu Daily 
News editorially welcomed his return saying: 

"The angel of death has many eyes’ a Yiddish 
proverb notes. Osmeña looked into those eyes, as 
‘we all must one day, and walked away... Un the 
past), he blustered that there's nothing to fiscal- 
ize under my watch... We hope this brush with 
ош common morality produced a new sense of 
reality and a more compassionate mayor" 

But hopes for partnership-models have cur- 
dled with more "Me Tarzan" outbreaks since 
then. 

His innovative plan for citizen participation in 
budgeting was ripped up. He ladled P32 million 
10 61 politically friendly barangays; the 18 that 
voted wrong were shut out. "They dont recog- 
nize me," he fumed. "I won't recognize them." 

A P151-million ЫП from Toyo Construction 
‘would be paid only over his dead body, he de- 
dared. He backtracked—only to dip into 
Japanese loans to pay interest on Japanese 
loans. Flanked by bodyguards, pistol in hand, 
he snapped at a double-parked cabbie: “You 
challenge the mayor?" Me Tarzan. Arsenic Lac- 
son would have guffawed to death. 

The mayor lit into the lawyers and broad- 
casters this week. “He lost respect for us?” IBP 
president Democrito Barcenas asked. “Tell 
him: the feeling is mutual.” Me Tarzan also. 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacfic.net ph 


the problem, We leave the country, the country 
gets worse, others find more reason to leave it. 
We buy more and more cars, public transport is 
left to the dogs or the poor, we buy more and 
more cars. And kill ourselves—and our chil- 
dren—with lung problems. 

Or cancer: Haven't you noticed that's been 
оп the rise over the years? But that's another 
stony. 

Clearly government must do its job of im- 
proving public transport. Chief of them by run- 
ning more trains. Omar Lopez had an interest- 
ing leter the other day (PDI, 9/21/04) saying 
we are the only country on earth that doesn't 
have a decent train system and enumerating 
the many merits of having one. Chief of them 
making travel easier to and from the provinces, 
thereby decongesting Metro Manila. 

Tve said the same thing a number of times. 
‘The problem isn't the demonstrable lack of 
merit of trains, it is the demonstrable lack of 
will of government. The one thing that stands 
formidably in its way is the car lobby, which in- 
cludes the sellers of ears, gasoline, tires and 
other car-elated products as well as the public 
officials, elective or appointive, who comer 
funds with which to build substandard, or even 
non-existent, roads and bridges. 

Government must do its job, but we have to 
do ours, too. Cars aren't just a means of trans- 
port in this country they are a state of mind. 
"They carry with them a culture—a “car cul- 
ture"—that has our urban dwellers agog over 
Ford's invention. Jack is right, oo about taking 
things one step at a time. Literally, in the case 
of walking. That is something by the way you 
learn when you visit Europe and other coun- 
tries: though their dwellers live far more luxu- 
riously than we do, they have not forgotten, 
how to walk. Their own car culture has not 
wrecked their walking culture, A fellow Fil- 
ipino once complained to me in one such so- 
journ: “Don't they ever think of having tricy- 
cles here?" No, my dear, they don't. Which is 
why they live far more luxuriously than we do. 

Carles is not the end of the world. I's just 
the startofit. 
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EARLIER, [reported the observation of Philippine 
Coconut Authority administrator Danilo Corona- 
Чоп and former PCA chair Jose Romero that the. 
‘coconut industry stands on the threshold of a re- 
Search breakthrough that could unleash the co- 
conus potentials. in the field of medicine, the 
‘monolaurin found in the lowly coconut could be 
crucial in strengthening our immune system. For 
‘alternative fuel, the thrust to develop coco-diesel 
looks very promising. Coroncion ced the case 
of National Basketball Association star player 
Magic Johnson, an AIDS victim whose condition 
has reportedly improved with a regimen that in- 
cludes laurie acid taken from the coconut. 

‘The two also opined that ifthe local coconut 
industry is to capitalize on this breakthrough, 
it has to be revitalized. A massive campaign to 
replace aging coconut trees should be immedi- 
ately launched. Luckily, House representatives 
from the 68 coconut-producing provinces are 
reportedly set to petition the government to 
help the 15 million Filipinos who are depen- 
dent on this industry. They are eyeing the re- 
lease of some PLS billion in dividends (for 
2003 and first semester of 2004) locked up in 
the sequestered 27 percent San Miguel Corp. 
shares, said to have been purchased with coco 
levy funds collected from the farmers in the 
7705. The funds now amount to P150 billion. 

‘The lawmakers are right in asking for the re- 
lease of the coco levy dividends. They owe it to 
their constituents, who are among the poorest. 
in the agricultural sector, to get the coconut in- 
dustry ready for the exciting prospects. It's en- 
couraging to hear that, last July 8, the Cabinet 
decided to look into how coco farmers could 
benefit from the funds. 

Long before former Sen. Ramon Revilla Sr an- 
nounced it, people were already expressing dis- 
may at rumors that he had been appointed as 
chair of the Public Estates Authority. Makati Busi- 
ness Club executive director Guillermo Luz per- 
haps understated things when he opined that a 
number of appointments are “difficult to under- 
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stand.” The appointment of an El Shaddai 
spokesperson as administrator of the Light Rail 
‘Transit Authority is another one that is hard to 
justify. "Eez а puzzlement,” to borrow the words 
‘ofthe King of Siam in a Broadway play. 


> 


Revilla Sz is 77 years old. Despite his assur- 
ance that he is in “peak condition,” there are 
‘many others far healthier in mind and body. His 
record as senator for 12 years was uneventful. 
‘The Senate media cannot recall a time they 
DEI Less 
ing: peachment, when he pointed out 
just how heavy a wad of bill is. And all through 
the congressional canvass last June, which I cov- 
ered assiduously, I never heard Revillas voice 
even once. What puzzles people is why the Presi- 
dent has to accommodate him when she had 


ited” 


‘The Palace was quoted as saying that Jose Gan- 
gan, president of PNOC-Petrochemical Develop- 
ment Corp., and Rufino Bomasang, president of 
PNOC-Exploration Corp., "resigned" their posts 
and GMA accepted their resignations. The more 
accurate way of stating it is that the two tech- 
nocrats were not “re-nominated” by GMA That is 
entirely her prerogative. Reports also say they 
wanted to retur to the private sector. 

But clearly a disinformation was а 
‘on radio, attributed to a Palace 
two PNOC executives’ “resignations” were ac- 
cepted because they refused to take a cut in their 
high salaries. Thats grossly unfair to Gangan and 
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Bomasang. Gangan and Bomasang are personal 
ids of mine. 1 know they would have agreed 
readily to a pay cut, except that they were not re- 
appointed. Accusing them of refusing to take а 
pay cut was most unjust especially because they 
Served government well for a long time. Bo- 
masang, a mining "who graduated from 
the University of the Philippines cum laude, and a. 
board topnotcher, is often referred to as "Mr. En- 
ergy,” having served no less than five presidents. 
‘The Malaya editorial yesterday rightly referred to 
him as a "national treasure.” Lawyer-accountant 
Gangan, a Harvard graduate, holds the distinc- 
tion of being the youngest ever to be accredited 
certified public accountant (at age 17). Those are 
two fine officials. * 

Carissa R Cruz is a most upset young lady. At- 
tacks have come her way that she got her posi- 
tion as assistant secretary in the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry because her mom is the 

i Gina de Venecia and her stepfa- 

That is very unfair, as she is 


San Francisco offüce of the investment firm 
Morgan Stanley, then with Asia Star Ventures in 
Palo Alto, where she helped out in deal genera- 
tion and international business matching de- 


Te was very tempting 
abroad and work there, but as she told me, "T 
‘wanted to come home and serve here.” Work- 


port possi A 

advised Carissa to just ignore the few crit- 
ics and learn to deal with the intrigues that 
many ofus have for merienda. 


VP Noli responds to ‘riles’ 


VERY welcome is the letter to this column from 
Vice President Noli de Castro in response to our 
concern for the poor families living along railroad 
tracks. Tens of thousands of them will have to go 
‘when the construction of the modem railway sys- 
tem (che North Rail) starts in a couple of months. 
The railway project is part of the Strong Republic 
Transit System, a flagship project of the Arroyo 
administration. 

De Castro's letter is welcome because it would 
bea gauge for those in the Bantay Riles (non-gov- 
ernment and people's organizations) in monitor- 
ing how the government handles the human side 
ofthis project. 

Sure, we all need new ways of doing things and 
the long-awaited transit system is welcome, but 
we also need to preserve the dignity of human be- 
ings, the poor most especialy, who live danger- 
ously along the tracks. 

As to the big illegal structures built along the 
way by the non-poor who wanted to free-load, 
bulldoze them tomorrow. 

Note that De Castro does not use the word 
“squatters.” He uses the word “settlers.” 

"Thank you very much for your concer over 
the plight of 'riles' settlers who will be affected by 
the railway rehabilitation project, which you 
wore about in your Sept. 9 column, Ванау 

"As Chairman of the Housing and Urban Devel- 
pment Crordnzing Council (HUDCC) 1 would 
like to give you some background information and 
updates on the resettlement of the rls’ зешетз. 

"While actual work for the North Rail project is 
yet to begin, the difficult task of relocating the 
"tens of thousands of families along the railroad 
tracks as you put it, has already commenced аз 
early as last year according to the resettlement 
plan which HUDCC helped to prepare. 

"In fact we have completed the clearing of the 
Right of Way (ROW) along the Kalookan alignment 
of North Rail which involved the relocation of 626 
informal setter families who either opted to reset 
Че at the Towerville housing project in San Jose, 
Del Monte or availed of the ‘Balik-Probinsya’ pro- 
gram, with an assistance package worth P15,000 
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юн tion, as wel аз food vouchers. 

"From 2002 to March 2004, seven consulta- 
tions have been held in Kalookan alone which 
were convened by HUDCC, МНА, an attached 
agency of HUDCC, and participated in by the com- 
cemed agencies including Philippine National 
Railways, North Luzon Railway Corporation- 
Bases Conversion Development Authority, Na- 
tional Anti-Poverty Commission, Philippine Com- 
mission on the Urban Poor, Commission on Hu- 
man Rights, Department of Social Welfare and 
Development, Department of Education, and the 
Department of Health, as well as NGOs such as 
the Urban Poor Associates. 

"mall these consultations, the concerned fami- 
ез and communities were fully informed of their. 
relocation options. We also made it clear that the. 
resettlement program will be beneficiary-led and 
inci to the extent allowed by the budget. This 
is to minimize the adverse effects of dislocation 
among the affected families. 

"The resettlement program likewise provides for 
an assistance package amounting to P201,970.00 
per family. This amount covers serviced home 
ots, housing materials loan, livelihood assistance, 
water/power connections аз well as food al- 
lowance. As indicated earlier, we are also offering 
the Balik Probinsya program to families who will 
-optto go back to their provinces. 

"We are now prioritizing the clearing of the 
ROW for the Malabon alignment which will con- 
nect to the Kalookan segment. This will affect 
3,399 families, of which 400 have already ex- 
pressed their desire to vacate the area voluntarily 

"While the HUDCC-NHA has already held pre- 
vious consultations with communities who will 


be affected by future clearing and relocation op- 
erations in the Malabon area, local inter-agency 
‘committee (LIAC) meetings are continuously be- 
ing convened every two weeks by the local gov- 
ernment of Malabon. These meetings are partici- 
pated in by various agencies such as the PCUR 
BOTC, МАРС, HUDCC-NHA, and representatives 
of various people's organizations. 

“Meanwhile, {consultations are also be- 
ing undertaken weekly by the HUDCC-NHA and 
PCUP with the affected residents. We would like 
to invite you to attend these consultations to ob- 
serve how they are conducted and to give you а 
better idea of the issues and concerns of the vari- 
te nd the resettle 

“As tothe funding aspect, the resettlement pro- 
gram for both North and South Rail seers will 
Tequire an estimated P8 billion. HUDCC is now in 
the final stage of contracting a loan from the Na- 
tional Development Company amounting to P3.5 
billion, This will be sourced from a planned fiota- 
tion of NDC bonds. 

“The Department of Budget and Management, 
оп the other hand, committed to immediately re- 
{ease P100 million to NHA, and another P150 
million within the month for the project. This will 
be used to тап the relocation along the Malabon 
alignment by the end ofthis month. 

"Much ofthe work still lies ahead of us, and we 
remain firm in our commitment to protect the 


‘welfare ofthe families to be relocated. 
“As the new HUDCC chairman, 1 bring to this 
position my long-time personal and professional 


Experience in dealing with and serving the Fil- 
{pino masses. Thus, Î can personally guarantee 
you that will exert every effort to make sure that 
the families living along the railways will not 
have to ‘go through a worst phase’ їл the course of 
giving them a beter Ше away from the dangers 
End the poor living conditions which they have 
had to bear with for a long time. 

“Thankyou very much. 

Vice President Noli de Castro.” 


Send comments to cerespd@info.comph 


Macapagal the First 


‘ONE ofthe ironies of our history is that Ferdinand 
Marcos died on Sept. 28, the birthday of Diosda- 
do Macapagal, Macapagal "the incorruptible,” as 
his campaign biography called him, had the dis- 
tinction of being the first—and so far, the on- 
ly genuinely poor man to have made it to Mala- 
cañang, which is why he bore with pride the 
соту epithet “the poor boy from Lubao.” He was 
undeniably one of our brightest leaders, the only 
‘one able to complete his political memoirs, and 
‘who left behind several books аз а testament to 
his beliefs and policies. He was an honest man, 
personally and not just financially, a distinction. 
All the more greater because it stood out in stark 
contrast to his successor and politcal nemesis. He 
was in many ways an exemplar of his generation 
of politicians, who played the game to win, but 
not to the extent of robbing the country blind in. 
the interest of his family. 

"This is not to say that his administration was not 
touched by scandal—for it was, and he would 
eventually go down to defeat on the issue of graft 
and corruption. But like so many of his predeces- 
Sors, the corruption in his administration could be 
traced to the people around him, to his being too 
Kind to his supporters and too tolerant of those 
who enriched themselves in office. But as for him- 
зей, and his family no one could say that they were. 
corrupt. His presidency, too, was characterized by 
austerity: simple dishes, but well cooked; a mini- 
mum number of courses; but everything served 
‘with flair and style on state china, showing that 
presidential dignity could be maintained without 
the pompous trappings that reached grotesque 
proportions during the time of his immediate suc- 
fessor. It should be remembered that when he be- 
сате the new tenant of Malacañang, he found the 
Palace in an advanced state of decrepitude; but in- 
stead of embarking on a fabulously expensive pro- 
ject of reconstruction (as would happen under 
martial law), he authorized his wife to engage in a 
general spring cleaning and redecoration, and 
‘with lile cost to the taxpayer. 
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Не was a famous campaigner, reaching almost 
every comer of our archipelago in his attempt to 
giad-hand as many voters as possible: no candi- 
date before or since has matched his record in 
this regard. Of the occupants ofthe Palace, only a 
colonial governor, Leonard Wood, personally vis- 
{ted so many parts of the country He was not the 
‘most charismatic of leaders, nor the most politi- 
cally adept, but he was genuine in his high regard 
for the common man, and did his best to alleviate 
his condition. He was responsible for the only 
genuine land reform program in our history 
‘which, like his other populist programs, cost him 
dearly politically. 

Had he chosen to forego the limelight after he 
was president, he would have enjoyed a reputa- 
tion which would have gained in luster as the 
years went by; so great was the contrast berween 
his personal probity and that of the man who re- 
placed him. But in a conscious effort to secure 
One more distinction in history—for he was a 
man very conscious of history and the place he 
‘wanted to have in it—he ran for, and became, the 
second president of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, replacing the deceased Carlos Р Garcia. It 
would be his position as president of that conven- 
tion which would reduce his standing in the eyes 
‘of many people and gain for him a more ambiva- 
lent place in the memory of his people. 

‘Macapagal once said that “The Constitution is a 
temple in which free citizens worship not the pa- 
{gan god of despotism but the divinity of liberty" 
But when the era of despotism arrived, he proved 


remarkably timid in the face of Marcos’ apostasy to 
‘democracy. Macapagal did Же, if anything, to re- 
sist the transformation of the Con-con to а rubber 
Stamp assembly for the legitimization of martial 
law; something the oppositonist delegates never 
forgot, and which served to make hollow his sub- 
sequent attempts to apply for political asylum at 
the US Embassy, and his effort to convene a rump 
‘assembly in the late 70s to nullify the Marcos Con- 
‘stinution. This part of his life was the supreme op- 
gri to become a hero end instead, as е 
saying goes, he missed the bus. 

After the fall of the dictatorship, he did get to 
‘enjoy being 
former 


achieved our modem independence (telfa ter 
ble move which only made the Filipino identity 
crisis worse), had great consequences. 

tried to make history but was over- 
taken by it. No greater proof ofthis can be found 
than the way his very name is writen. Always, in 
his public and private documents, he was “Dios. 
dado Macapagal,” the name with which he signed 
his oath of office and all documents of state. But 
today, to an increasing number of ignorant peo- 
ple, under the auspices of an increasingly igno- 
Tant official apparatus, he is "Diosdado Р Maca- 
pagal.” Why? Because Ferdinand E. Marcos de- 
Creed it would be he who would decide on the 
name of his predecessors. Even if they were, like 
Macapagal, still alive. 


Comments welcome at www quezon.ph 


Panic attack 


THEPAST days have been quite tense in our office. There has 
been so much concern among the staff over the current state 
‘of our lives. Debates have raged over what we should do to 


bring about change. 


‘There are seven of us in our unit—six males and our boss * 
who is the only female. Only three of us are unmarried. Our 


average age is 25 and 
we are starting to 
wonder about our 
chances of making it 
big one day. Big for 
us means having our 
‘own house, buying a 
car and being able to 
send our kids to a 
good school Throw 
in a small farm, and 
itwould be nirvana. 
Given our coun- 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts om current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


пу current state of affairs, it seems inconceivable that we 
would be able to go very far in our chosen careers, Working 
in the government means a lot of hard work. It's like being 
sent to boot camp for 30 years. And now, with the price of 
crude ой increasing frequently, pulling along the prices of 
basic commodities, see a bleak future forme. 

‘The Filipino people are being battered relentlessly. Grav- 


ity seems to ha 


‘a double standard. Prices go up and never 


go down, while salaries remain bound to the ground. 1 
read watching TV in the morning lest I hear that fares’ 
have been increased again and I won't be able to pay for a 


ride. 


Tm sick of eating noodles and canned goods. My guts. 
crave real food. But my financial status has followed our 
country’s financial condition. In other words, my Finances 


are a shambles. 


Is there a future for me? None of my friends can give теа 


sensible answer 


То add to the feeling of hopelessness, it seems like the 
clouds are here to stay for quite a while. It looks like we 
are in for a rough ride in the next two years, as economists 
from the University of the Philippines have warned. It 
doesn't sound like things will get better soon. I am just 
keeping my fingers crossed and praying we don't turn into 
another Argentina or take ourselves back into the Middle, 


Ages. 
In the face of such doomsday economic 


my immediate 


concerns are: What options do I have? Isit time to change ca- 
reers? What career would that be? Was I right in choosing’ 
Political Science as my undergraduate course? Maybe once Í 
dreamed of being a hotshot lawyer connected with a big 
Makati firm. But look at me now: I haven't even gone to law 
school after graduating five years ago. And last year, 1 saw 
that ambition being flushed down the drain. Rising tution 
and book prices forced me to put on hold the dream of 
adding a title to my proper name. 3 
Stil every time Г get this panic attack, 1 comfort myself 
with the thought that only seven out of every 100 Filipinos 
graduate from college, of which only one percent comes 
from families living below the poverty line. If memory serves 
me right, around three or four million Filipinos are jobless, 
So, the majority of our country s population is worse off than 
me. What right do I have to be complaining? > 
‘But then I wonder how the people of Payatas or Smokey 
Mountain take news of this kind. Or, до they even care? The: 
dangerisifthey have accepted thelr fate in complete surren- 
des, if they have reached the point when they believe they 


are beyond salvation. 


My guiding principle as well as my ultimate goal in life, 


was: work hard, save hard, retire early and buy a farm. 
From the looks of it, I will never be able to buy a garden 
on a government worker's pay check. A farm? I don't 
think Î will be able to afford one, at least not in this mil- 


lennium. 


Most of my contemporaries in our province are already 
raising families of their own. It appears only logical that I 
would soon follow suit. But when I see the hardship of life 
painted on the faces of the clients we serve at the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Development, I reckon that per- 
petual bachelorhood is the better option. 

Tam afraid I won't be able to provide a quality life for my 
wife and children. The definition of quality life is changed 
every now and then by the United Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), but what doesn't change is its tendency to 
become more and more expensive. 

So, what do 1 do now? Do I pack my things and head 
home? Do 1 have a fighting chance of making my Ме a suc- 
cess? Ask a cigarette vendor on Edsa, or a newspaper boy in 
Cubao, or a sampaguita vendor in Kamuning, a friend of 


mine once suggested. Can we 
Conrado de Quiros said it 


‘ours is the better life? 
all a matter of pursuing 


what we think is the passion of our hearts, The pursuit of 
happiness, living itself is seldom a smooth journey. It is 
bound to dull our hopes, bludgeon our dreams and wear 
us down. But so long as it doesn’t tear us apart, we have a 


chance. 


‘Enough of this! It is time to get moving. Musing and wor- 
tying about these things will not bring me any closer to my 


dreams. 


Tito Lyndon C. Lemos, 27, works with the Department of So- 
cial Welfare and Development as a project development officer. 
He is currently taking his master's ín public administration at 
the University of the Philippines in Diliman. 


THEY SAID 


1987 


are completed. 


agriculture secretary 


Early vote 


nation in 1990 


Elusive dream 

“| still dream of justice after all these years.” 
Severny- year-old asina Valeriano, whose husband and 
son were gunned down by a team of soldiers and militiamen in 


Hi-octane management 
1 had to cover a big area 
‘on manager who followed up to ensure that projects 


T residential olde Luls Lorenzo, defending hls use of govern 
ment money for jet fuel worthP25 million when hewas still — - 


“There's too many young people dying. 1 know 
where my vote's going." 

Anderson ави (no fan of President George W Bush) who > 
‘cently ot his US citizenship after leaving his tiny Caribbean 


'ause I was a hands- 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


The National Association of Philippine Newspapers 


Robot economists 


FINANCE Secretary Juanita Amatong has 
ahnounced that the government would 
offer a "final, final” tax amnesty to "tax 
evaders and tax cheats.” Meanwhile, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo was report- 
ed as reminding regularly the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue and Bureau of Customs 

ı" tax evaders. Other reports 
noted that, in the last 13 years, the gov- 
‘ernment had given amnesties 15 times to 
tax cheats. 

So, how in heaven’s name can the gov- 
ernment expect rich taxpayers to pay 
their taxes correctly if it gives tix 
amnesties to tax evaders? Even those 
who outright cheated the government of 
taxes, as those involved in the P1.3 bi 
ion tax credit scam, are getting off scot- 
free? : 

‘And yet, University of the Philippines 
and other government economists are 
proposing additional taxes that would im- 
pact mostly on the poor who can't escape. 
taxes. Like the tax on text messaging, dis- 
guisedasa franchise tax or windfall taxor 
telecommunications profit, which in fact 


service tax to be imposed on all users 
of text messaging. 

Like the 10-percent Value Added Tax, 
which every consumer pays every time he 
makes a purchase. Now the UP 
economists want the VAT to be raised 12 
percent, even though only 3 percent of 
the tax is actually emitted to the govern- 
ment. The 7 percent goes to businessmen. 
who pocket the taxes after paying part of 
them to BIR examiners to keep them 
mum. And what about the proposed addi- 
tional tax on ой products despite their un- 
precedented high prices? 

What the government and the UP 
economists lack is imagination and 
common sense. They are robots doing 
exactly what they have been trained to, 
do—act according to the buttons 
pushed by their foreign masters, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. 

What has our country come to? 
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Fencing off railways 


IN CONNECTION with Ceres Р Doyo's 
column “Bantay riles,” (PDI, 9/09/04) 1 
suggest the putting up of concrete fences 
‘on both sides of the railway system—at 
least about 10 feet high. The enclosed 
portion (including the rails) should be de- 
аге off-limits; И trespassed, the viola- 
tors should be penalized. This will solve. 
the problem of squatting on railways and 
{think the squatters will be grateful. 
Considering that the squatter areas 
concerned are found only in some con- 
centrated places, the fences will not cost 
as much as the alternatives: uprooting the 
squatters (political social, economic and 
moral repercussions, etc.) or keeping the 
status quo which, for obvious reasons, is 
not really that attractive. 
—GADDIE B. MAALA, 
Marikina City, 
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Win-win solution for Winner, Atienza 


THE CONTROVERSY over the lot at Arro- 
ceros Street, Manila, which was pur- 
chased from the Department of Education 
by the city of Manila out of the Special Ed- 
‘ucation Fund, remains a nagging issue. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, the admin- 
istrators teachers and other school per- 
sonnel would like to construct on that lot 
a division office that is nature friendly Ac- 
cording to them, the building will be put 
"up without cutting down trees. 

On the other hand, the Winner Founda- 
tion opposes the construction of the office 
building for fear that it will destroy Mani- 
las only forested park which serves to fil- 
ter pollution. Its members are afraid that 
century-old trees will be felled. 

Both sides stand pat on their respective 
positions. The debates on the issue have 
become emotional and clouded and are 
leading nowhere but to a "nobody wins” 
situation. 

The Manila Association of Public Sec 
ondary School Administrators (MAPSSA) 
believes there is a win-win solution to this 
issue. Mayor Atienza's objectives and the 
opposers can still be served well through 


a solution that will lead to the realization 

of our vision of a development-oriented 

Manila. Simply put, the mayor and the 

‘opposers can sit together to thresh out 

their differences. This has never been 

done since day one. Whatever points 

were raised for or against the problem 

were done through press releases, rallies 
and counter-rallies, and the like, Not sur- © 
prisingly, soon enough, the issue had be- 

come muddled. It could no longer be de: 

termined who said what and what was* 
said and why. 

MAPSSA recommends the holding of a 
dialogue wherein the mayor, opposers 
and all stakeholders are present to decide 
on the issue once and for all. Mayor Atien- 
та, through his "Buhayin ang Maynila". 
movement, envisions a Manila that is 
green and nature-friendly like a forest 
park. This, the Winner Foundation will 
see and feel if only it talks face to face 


-with him. 


ROMEO B. SANTOS, 
president, Manila Association of Public. 
Secondary School Administrators, 
and principal, Torres High School. 


Grateful to RP press 


WHEN I filed a libel suit against a newspaper 
and two of its columnists, 1 frankly did not 
think that my complaint would merit more 
than routine notice in our press. My query to 
the Philippine Press Council whether "there is 
in our press community a comer or sanctuary 
то which one сап repair for vindication or re- 
lief" was more despairing than hopeful. 1 did 
not believe the council would sanction one of 
itsown, 

The PCC found itself divided on the issue 
and could not act. But then something unex- 
pected happened. A segment of our press com- 
munity—composed of council members, 
columnists, journalists and media watch- 
dogs—saw my case as no ordinary libel com- 
plaint, but as a landmark action with grave im- 
plications for the press itself. 

From their writings, this is what we find: 

1. On the right of reply to a news subject, 
there is wide-ranging consensus that it must be 
accorded by the offending publication. Some 
warned that our press must adopt the right of 
reply as policy and practice because the alter- 
native is to make it a statutory right, which is 
the case in Germany, Brazil, South Africa and 
other countries. 

| — 2. On the limits of fair comment, several 

1 columnists challenged the widely held belief 

{among newspaper columnists that they are not 

Í required to back their opinion with facts. One 
columnist opined, “Opinion without visible 
means of support is journalisticvagrancy" 

3. On the abuse of press freedom, one 
columnist noted: "The Romulo case mirrors 
cases ... where practitioners abuse citizens for 
various, often personal, partisan and narrow 
motives.” 

4. On ethics and values in journalism, there 
was considerable agreement that the press as 
an institution must jealously guard its own 
code of ethics. Otherwise it would just be чап 
institutional fraternity that is no better than 
Congress, the military and the police, inca- 
pable of making its members toe the line or 
conform with its own rules." 

My complaint also triggered the discussion. 
of related issues. When the Makati Business 
Club raised an eyebrow about the spectacle of 
а public relations practitioner doubling as a 

"columnist, the personage alluded to replied 
lamely that he was just exercising his constitu- 
tional right to express his opinion. One colum- 
nist remarked that this would have been "un- 
thinkable” for the giants who laid the founda- 
sions of Philippine journalism. 

` kis true that in order to answer the attacks 


The ultimate visual experience 


will revolutionise the way you experience images. Samsung's 
new, advanced, DNle™ (Digital Natural Image engine) chip 
technology is so sophisticated it can recognise and optimise 
3-D motion, enhance contrast, refine details and perfect colours. 
Discover how the power of enhanced chip technology delivers 
a truly ultimate visual experience from within. 


Six-ti i Image Optimiser 
vivit picture with high definition a touching innovation in picture , 


lie. 

It is more than one victim of abusive jour- 
nalism could legitimately hope for. And for 
this, 1 am forever indebted to the Philippine. 
press. 


Contrast Enhancer iy 


Motion Optimiser ud i 
boosts Iohan stade: 0, ом agen HE 


eliminates, noise i. کے‎ е 
Б —ROBERTO R. ROMULO 


Forgotten, flood-prone 
Colour Optimiser 4 Sampaloc district? 


shows natural hues 3 { WISH to call the attention of the offices and 


authorities concerned to the need for a better 
drainage system along the whole streich of 
Maceda Street, Sampaloc, Manila. 

Recently, Windsor Inn had several guests 
from Europe, North America and Asia who 
could not even go on a sight-seeing tour near 
our area because of the flooded surrounding 
streets, Needless to say they were disappoint 
ed and don't want to come back to the Philip- 
pines because of their bad experience. 

Why is the government neglecting this area 
‘of Sampaloc, a historic part of Manlia, where 
thousands of students come and go day after 
day? This is near Dangwa, the countrys 
biggest fresh lower market and the lechon cap- 
ital of the metropolis. 

Why is it that the fancy places where our 
politicians reside like Ayala Alabang and the 
posh sections of Makati and Quezon City are 
not flooded? 

itis already the 21st century, we do not ex- 
pect moder subways or great highways in our 
metropolis but please let's solve the perennial 
problem of flooding in Sampaloc. 

JANET CACHO, 
supervisor, Windsor Inn, 
1478A. Maceda St, 
Sampaloc, Manila 
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Planned hotel on tiny sandbar opposed : 


By Jofelle P. Tesorio 


$ د‎ $t Puerto Princesa City 
x E: = Z A ي اا‎ айагы YRNA Rosco, a small. 
ч framed woman from a. 


fishing community, stood 
defiantly in front of environment 
officials and several businessmen to: 
prove her point that a hotel should 
not be constructed on a fragile. 
sandbar off Puerto Princesa City. 
‘Rosco, president of the Honda Bay Boatmen'- 
Association Inc. (Hobbai) and member of the- 
! m—— 


It’s beyond transactions. Its beyond a handshake or a smile. 


It's all about doing things together. а y 
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H 
чо егазе SPI, ‚000, E Divino Rostro: The other 
icon in Pefiafrancia festival 


Osa de la Vega was one of the most sig- ‘Upon Don Pedro's assignment to the 

nificant pilgrimage sites in the Diocese Diocese of Caceres, Gerona said, a copy 

: of Cuenca because of a copy of the was made for the Cathedral of Nueva 

HE’ GRANDEST Mari- handkerchief of St. Veronica, on which Caceres from the picture that he pos- 
елы кс 

AL пу originally drew its 8 te coterie teeter toon 

vitality from the unique Bi- valuable sacred relicin Rome, hesaid. morbo had already reached Manila, 

San Gy whic ыш CREE ткн эс гы 

оп the devotion to the Nues- hered by Isabel del Corral Matila, vine assistance erede 

tra Sefiora de Pefiafrancia pel Серле] caa oenar e wee ose 

(Our Lady of Peñafrancia). Fie ror known bowers whether the cedia Gerona році 


But for some 200 years si 
QURE M E © "The order was promptly compli 


evo 1 with that same morning. But the provi 
Sod bes been overhelmed by а sor, Father De la Torre, who fervently 
Cede es wished to promote the devotion to the 
viril — ot seats image, asked the bishop to include the 
ower receding inno the background, Divino Rostro which was also placed on 
рее the altar of the cathedral,” he said. 
£ Gerora of miiie When the epidemic reached Nueva 
alijs апі раси боп acces, Caceres, Gerona said the priests 
EL е саз the made a vow that if it subsided, its 
Sances were attributed to the iterees- sacerdota] garb, such as the sobrepelliz feast day, the Sunday after the birth of 
sua ithe Vig of etme and the stole, and only afer having Mary would be regularly celebrated 
jut events in the late nineteenth lighted two candles on the айар he said. in the diocese. This covenant was 
ы ЫНЫ opened а new de- Anyone who opened the curtain written on a sello tercero signed by the 
votional path for the Bikolanos which without the prescribed ritual faced clergy and by the bishop and placed. 
further added color and solemnity to excommunication, he said. on the image, he said 
the feast with the devotion tothe Di; “The image caused enormous won. “It was said that God heard the pe- 
vino Rostro,” he said. der when it was reported as having per- tition of the priests and the epidemic. 
Gerona, a specialist in the history pred blood and water three times in quickly subsided,” he said. 
of the early Spanish colonial years in the presence of a crowd. Many of them P 
l, noted that accounts of the Pe- who allegedly wimessed these miracles Covenant papers 
fiafrancia procession never men- executed formal testimonies. It was Complying with the vow, Gerona 
т possede ie кереу even said that Гече ‘evidence said, a procession was held from the pa- 
А S im icon, th were preserved and these were kept in tio of the cathedral during the x 
Join the BPI Fami! y the Divino Rostro (Spanish for “Holy the sacristy of the chapel M ME signatories bearing B5 
Savings Bank Face"), which became a feature ofthe bishop used to bless the crowd when- оп their shoulders. He said the covenant 
S g event during the last few years of the ever he made his Episcopal visitation to papers, together with the collected 
Spanish regime. his parish,” Gerona said. alms, were sent to Osa de la Vega. 
SER When the image of the Pefafrancia 
Father dela Torre Priests’ vow was brought back to the shrine in the 
Its devotion to the Bikolanos, ac- Many miracles were attributed tothe barrio of Francia on Sept. 29, the Holy 
cording to Gerona, was introduced by image, bu the inhabitants regarded as Расе was also brought along, he said. 
a Spanish secular priest assigned in the greatest when the town was spared Тһе image, which was 61 centime- 
Nueva Caceres (now Naga City), Li- fm the ravages of a series of cholera ters high and 47 cm wide, that was 
‘enciado Don Pedro de la Torre ydel morbo epidemic that suck the town in framed by Marco Dorado had already 
Pozo, who became famous in Bicol 1834, 1854, 1855 and 1865, hesaid. been donated and was placed in the al- 
history as Fr. Pedro de la Torre. | Remarkably, they claimed, nobody tar of the shrine, according to Gerona. 
“Fr. Pedro de la Torre was the provi- was afflicted even as the other towns Every Friday, a novena was held in its 
sor of the diocese during the incum- suffered enormous numbers of casu- honor while the Sunday after the birth of 
‘bency of Bishop (Casimiro) Herrero. lties, said Gerona. Mary was celebrated as its feast day si- 
He was from the town of Osa dela Vega “Since then, the fame of this  multaneously with that in Osa dela Vega. 
in the Diocese of Cuenca in Spain, the miraculous image spread, and one of 5іпсе then, Gerona said, the image 
place where this devotion originated," those who have developed а strong of the Divino Rostra had Become the 
former seminarian-historian. devotion tothe image was Don Pedro other main feature of the Pefafrancia 
He said the chapel of the parish of dela Torre," he said. festivities. 


Get the chance to erase P100,000, 
P250,000, P500,000 Planned hotel . 


тейри added that buildings on stilts would dan, Meara Marina and Starfish, are 
or even P1,000,000 Cay Солай CTO, hasbeen Бери upand the ining mangroves already owned By ne ale 
= А ‘among those opposing the application would be preserved. Companies by virtue of SLUPs and oth- 
. from your Ha Family Housing Loan! | ofAnaMarieAsisand Juan Miguel Las- ertenurilinsruments. 
your Happy Family g racao ma Waste disposal ee NE 
э “world cas" resort Saks Five septic tanks will contain waste declared that, as а mangrove 
Promo runs from July 1 to December 15, 2004 only! po Е ro endete Ыгы fes ees 
Call 845-6888 or 89-100 The tiny sandbar lies in the middle фе ay ee the septic tanks goes mangrove forest and Snake Island must 
Log on to www.bpi line. of the Honda Bay, along with several ош to the water, it will be clean and Ье withdrawn from entry, sale, sertie- 
Vidt EAR moe ruere reach islands, including Amreceffi, where safe,” she said, adding that they mentand other forms and disposition. 
lisit any BPI, amily Savings Bank bran the Dos Palmas Arreceffi Island Re- would see to it that they would com- The DENR and the proponents said 
ог Express Banking Center nationwide. sortis situated. ply with the requirements. the Strategic Environmental Plan for 
Rosco was among those who spoke in “We don't want another Boracay” said Palawan, a special law created for the 
behalf of her community during a public Cleofe Bernardino, executive director of environmental zoning of the 
‘conducted by the Department the Palawan NGO Networks Inc. (РММ). province, would determine the best 
of Environment and Natural Resources In its position paper, the PNNI, along uses of Honda Bay. 
= on Sept. 8 on the issuance of a Special with the Haribon Foundation and the But the NGOs said it was also the 
Land Use Permit (SLUP) to build a re- Environmental Legal Assistance Cen- DENR that issued Administrative Or- 
is is ter, noted that Snake was believed to be der No. 8 іп 1987, which stated that 
‘an oceanic formation and geologically "pursuant to Forestry Law and Procla- 
plied for the permit on May 10. young, which meant that the ecosys- mation 2152, the application for li- 
Rosco said the privatization of theis- tem of the island was very fragile. censes, leases or permits of any kind 
land would greatly affect them since Апу development plans should con- involving mangrove swamp forest re- 
their livelihood depended on tourists form with the island's ecosystem, as serves, whether such applications are 
visiting Honda Bay, particularly Snake. well as its carrying capacity, the new, renewal or extension, shall not 
She read a letter from the DENR groups said. In fact, they argued, be entertained and/or processed,” 
denying the CIC's request last year to Snake could not be considered an is- 
become a partner of the agency to pro- land at all because it was very thin and Hagedorn 
tec, clean and conserve the island. The had no considerable land mass. Only Mayor Edward Hagedorn said the 
‘then reasoned that it had a about 400 square meters of sand were construction of a hotel on the island 
plan to proclaim the island He not submerged during high tide. would attract more tourists. He did 
Officials of the DENR-4B (Midoro- not pose any objection to the project 
Marinduque-Romblon-Palawan) and “as long as it conforms to environ- 
“In effect, you are abandoning your the proponents said the environmen- ‘mental standards.” 
plan to make this island a protected tal consultants would take care of the “For the protection of the environ- 
area because of the proposal of these mitigating measures as far as marine ment, we have sacrificed so many in- 
businessmen,” Rosco said in Filipino. Ше was concerned. The buildings, dustries already," Hagedorn said. Be- 
es they said, would be constructed in cause the national government is 
Like the way itis such a way as that they would notad- cash-strapped, the local government 
узу: у ‘She stressed that even tourists who versely affect the environment. should make its own money and the 
came to the island didn't want tocon- The critics noted that under Procla- Snake project is one solution, he said. 
d Fa PI M.H. del Pilar = Sa е шапа Чик кебе нау mation No. 219, which wastssuedon ifthe violation is not s gross, we 
— | it is, without buildings because when July 2, 1967, the whole of Palawan should not be too strict, Hagedorn 
M ў к : you start putting structures, it will be was declared a national reserve said, arguing that tourism was the 
d. 2 Y к like other resorts,” she quoted the closed to exploitation. city's only source of income. 
guests as saying. Its status as а game refuge and bird Opponents, however, said they 
‘Snake is the only remaining public sanctuary was clarified through an en- were not totally against any tourism- 
island in the city where tourists and dorsement from the Office of the Presi- related development of the city since it 
local residents сап bask in фе sun, dent on Feb. 9, 1970, which said that was being promoted as a tourist desti- 
swim, snorkel and feed fish for free. “all area of less than 50,000 hectares nation. They said they did not agree 
Its surrounding coral reefs serve as should fall within the prohibition of with the location of the proposed hotel 
` Apply for a HEX Family Housing Loan now and enjoy breeding pound for smal fsh. Proclamation 219." because the island, they г 
‘Sand shelters fishermen during was very delicate and not capable of 
low monthly amortization, fast approvals windy and any days I also serves asa Palawan, not Snake holding the structures and activities. 
and expert loan advice. natural tide-breaker in Honda Bay. ‘With its small size, Snake Island falls Вер. Abraham Mitra, chair of the 
During the public hearing, a master under this category, but the DENR and Palawan Council for Sustainable De- 
plan to put up a Mediterranean style the proponents ‘argued that the procla- velopment, said he did not want a ho- 
‘one-story hotel and a swimming pool on mation covers the whole province and tel on the island for environmental 
the island was presented by representa- шулары ens 8 and personal reasons, w 
TT v tives of Lagdameo and Asis—Juliana Alt under Philippine law, is- As a young boy, he said his father, 
BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK а nappy FAMILY | буза] ука Уши ani der зо norbe ted because hey the lare former Speaker Ramon V Mi 
HOUSING LOAN | зе Thomas Miguel Timbancaya. are public and state-owned, real prop- па, used to bring him to the sland and 
‘Shaw said the building would com- елу records in the neighboring Baran- it had a special place in his heart, Ifthe 
BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. M'e All in the Family! | ply with DENR specificationsandoth- gay Manalo showed that Asis owned majority of residents and stakeholders 
x er environmental standards. two islands in Honda Bay Other is- are against it, he will likely move for 
Fı Шик Permit No. 1211, Seiesol 2004.)  Urquia, one of the designers, lands, such as Cowrie, Arreceffi, Pan- the disapproval of the project, he said. 
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Rescue of 4 RP women 
in Sabah brothel fails 


By Carla P. Gomez were duped by their agent and 

PDI Visayas Bureau then sold to a prostitution house 
N in Malaysia. 

BA (—The Malaysian 

police on Monday night attempt. Coercion 

ей to rescue four Negrense wom- 1 this was the case, Arroyo said 

еп who were forced to work in a the three others would be asked 

brothel in Sabah. to sign an affidavit that they were 

‘But the women reportedly re staying there on their own free 
fused to go with their rescuers be. will 
cause they were happy with  Zayco brought to the congress- 
where they were, said Rep. Igna- man’s attention the plight of 
cio Arroyo Jr. (Negros Occidental, these four women apparently bë- 
Sth фай. cause they were from the towns 

He said he learned about the of Hinigaran, Himamaylan, 
raid from Marianito Roque, the Cauayan and Candoni, which be- 
Overseas Workers Welfare Ad- long to the fifth district. 
ministration (Owwa) administra- Based on the text message re- 
[3 ceived by the vice governor, the 

"Ft is very possible that the women were allegedly sold into 
women have been threatened prostitution and could not escape 
and are afraid to be rescued,” said because the people who had cus- 
Arroyo. тоду of them hid them. 

‘Another possibility, said the The same woman who had 
congressman, was that only one sought Zayco's help had also in- 
of the four Negrense women formed Radyo Agong of her 
wanted to be taken out of the plight. 

Karaoke bar that allegedly dou- _ Arroyo said Malaysian police 

bled asa brothel. planned to stage another raid be- 

FISHING Most likely, he added, it was cause they did not have the 

Лева slow day for this fisherman at the Sta. Ana Wharf in Davao City who whiles away his time sitting by the side of his boat. the one who sent a text message names of the four Negrense 
to Vice Gov. Isidro Zayco that they women. 


Garcias file P50-M libel suit vs John О 


By Jolene R. Bulambot vestigation by the Ombuds- allegation that Pablo Garcia, — Osmefa also asked that “falsely and baselessly accused 
PDI Visayas Bureau man." during his term as governor provincial engineer Peter us of having conspired to 
Не said the P600,000 fling fee used PI billion im provincial Madera, provincial budget officer amass, accumulate or acquire 
СЕВО CITY—Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia and her father, was not a “small amount one ca- funds to finance Gwendolyn’s Eduardo Habin, provincial ac. ill-gotten wealth through mis- 
former Cebu Gov. Pablo Garcia, yesterday filed a PS0-mil- sually throws away on a com. campaign for governor countant Marieto Ypil and appropriation, conversion, 
lion damage suit against former Sen. John Osmeña for ac- Pint, which he said would nor Не = the Шери жое орен oy Sakbre wissse ог ualvesation of pub 
л алта ас prosper ment of nkrupted” included in the investigation lic funds or raids in the public 
сЕ them of using Capitol coffers to fund her campaign © «The Garcias are either desper- province. for allegedly conniving with the treasury.” in 
£ gee naha election ate to divert public attention Не called a press conference Garcias- They attached to the com- 
Pablo John Garcia, brother lioninmoraldamages,P million away from the graft investigation last Sept. 12 where he first Ombudsman Director Virginia plaint a Commission on Audit 
and legal counsel of Gwen- im exemplary damages and P1 or are just simply awash with ex- hurled the accusations. The Palanca-Santiago said the Om- report saying that Cebu 
dolyn, filed the civil case at the million in lawyer's fees: cess cash,” the former senator next day, he wrote the Office of budsman would investigate be- province had P4.8 billion worth 
regional trial court in Barili Оѕтеба, in a statement, said said. the Ombudsman in the Visayas cause the letter had no support- of net assets and ranked first 
town, about 60 km southwest of the case would give "every one and asked that the Garcias bein- ing documents. among 79 provinces in terms of 
this city. the opportunity fora preview of Plunder vestigated for plunder and In an eight-page complaint, net assets and total income for 
‘The Garcias asked for P40 mil- the plunder case now under in- The case followed Osmeña's graft. the Garcias said Osmefia 2003. 


Report says Bohol inmates had duplicate keys to cell ROUNDUP 


By Chito A. Fuentes роп, which was presented in BoholGovEroAumentadohad gery, which was located near post (Cj -fi 
E^ Visayas Bureau Monday's session, inmate Reynal- issued a shoot-to-kill order against no. 4. It did not say, however, who Cityhood bill re-filed 
do Avergonzado told investiga- the Pojas brothers and Duterte who owned the piggery. ILAGAN, tsabela—Rep. Rodolfo Abano I has edhe bil converting tis 
TAGBILARAN CITY—Two of the tors that escapees Virgilio Pojas continued to elude authoriies sine The report, however, noted SAPA town inio a component ли арша бр, House ВИ 5572-е аат 
three prisoners who escaped from and Romulo Duterte “had adupli- they bolted jail last Aug. 29. that no jail guard was manning pec Tre Senate failed tae te bil last уга after маз sidetracked by 
the Bohol Detention and Rehabili- cate key for prison cell no. 23.” The Pojas brothers are facing the post because of the foul order Curtiss hearings on the Jose Pidal controversy, the younger Albano said. He 
tation Center (BDRC) had dupli- Avergonzado reportedly said robbery with murder case while emitted by the piggery. Sd кабан Fepresentatves Edin Uy (second district) Faustino Dy i (id 
cate keys to their prison cells. the BDRC guards usually entrust- Duterte is charged with rape. The Among others, the committee istic) and Anthony Miranda (fourth district) were his co-authors in the new 
‘This was one of the findings of ей the prison keys to “certain fa- escapees were suspected by the recommended that ВОКС war- bif. legan Mayor Detinito Albano said Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid, chair of the 
the provincial board committee оп vored detainees.” police to be behind last week's den Anthony Apale be placed un- Senate committee on local government, has promised to Sponsor a counterpart. 
peace and order that looked into Virgilio and Duterte were cell- robbery of a barangay council- der preventive suspension “to bilonllgsnsciynoodbid. Residents in 1998 junked the conversion of the 
the escape of three prisoners from mates of Avergonzado in cell no. man in Sagbayan town. have effective and swift imple- town into a component city. Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
the BDRC last Aug. 29. 23. Pojas’ brother Diosdado was Тһе committee report said the mentation of the changes as cor- » 
‘According to the committee re- in cell B. three escaped through the pig- rective measures.” 2 escapees captured in Cebu 
CEBU CITY—Two escapees from Toboso town, Negros Occidental were 
separately captured on Tuesday on Mactan island, Cebu. Jonathan Mahinay, 
се P 28, who was facing a rape case, was collared in Barangay Ibabao, Cordova 
US general 's visit to GenSan linked to hunt for Арш iaso vato. 1E who as charged wih robbery vas arraste in 
Barangay Babag 2, Lapulapu Ciy. The operation was jointly conducted by 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A Therearenojointmilitaryex- the group but through the help the military's manhunt opera- the Police Mobile Group of Negros Occidental and the Lapulapu police's 
ranking US military official ercises being conducted in Gen ofi the Abe Sufia, Janjalani Be tion against Hapilon, the same ‘Special Weapons and Tactics Team. Insp. Romeo Sultan Leyte, Toboso po- 
made a clandestine visit here eral Santos. ‘aged to sneak out of Palimbang. military intelligence source said се Се said the manhunt for the two escapees reached Cebu after receiv- 
а оң: ЧИН Бас miliary intelligence source said ing information that they were hiding here, apparently because Mahinay's 
into the operations against Abu source, who asked not to be local military officials regarding Wife is trom Cebu. Mahinay and Vilarto wets among nanet 
Sayyaf bandis in South Cotaba- identified, told the houmen that Barangay SerapinanginBagum- the alleged presence of several bolted the Toboso polico station on July 1 when most policemen wera busy : 
toand Sultan Kudarat. Morir Vidt had something to byan Ona аза Kadarat bot Jemaah аира members пп $O h pirma a colera. 
А source from the militans do with the ongoing ‘manhunt the bandits were able ro escape Central Mindanao. RS 
intelligence community said against Abu Sayyaf bandits led with the help of the local armed The Inquimen source said i i i 
کک کا ا‎ p xls 
tions director of the US Pacific Hapilon’s group has reported. ward Senator Ninoy Aquino Central Mindanao. But what we 5280 P30 milion worth of confiscated fake cigarettes as part of the inten- 
Command, arrived aboard а pri- ly joined forces with the local town in Sultan Kudarat where have are mere names, no pho- Set campaign against smuggling and other ilegal activities Inside the 
vate plane at around 2 p.m. He bandit group Abu Sufia. they reportedly used as human tographs.” report Using a mobile shredder atleast 845 boxes of fake 555 Filter King 
‘met with local military officials.  Basilan-based Abu Sayyaf shields civilian residents of hin- But Col. Alfredo Cayton, com- ang Mariboro cigarettes from China were crushed to prevent them from 
On Saturday, North was in leader Khadaffy Janjalani and terland village Baluan to thwart mander of the Army's 6Oist In- reaching the local market. Lawyer Reynaldo Avelino, deputy collector for 
Zamboanga City where һе met more than 50 of his followers continuing military assault. fantry Brigade, said North's ar- ^ operations in Subic, said 246 boxes of fake 555 Filter King cigarettes and 
with Southern Command chief landed on the shore of Palim- The bandits reportedly rival here was “more of an ad- 599 boxes of fake Marlboro cigarettes were consigned to Goldlink Interna- 
Maj. Gen. Generoso Senga. He bang town in Sultan Kudarat robbed local residents in the ministrative visit.” Aquiles Z. tional (Subic) Inc., an accredited investor here. Records showed that in 
also visited American soldiers sometime in July last year. The area of their valuables and per- Zonio with reports from Char- June 2004, a 20-foat container van arrived here from China via Vietnam. 
training per Filipino counter- military immediately launched sonal belongings. lie C. Sefiase and Julie 5. Ali- ^ Customs investigators and inspectors seized the container van after they 
arts in that city. a manhunt operation against Aside from updates on. la, PDI Mindanao Bureau. found out that it was loaded with fake branded cigarettes. 
А ? т аа = ‘Allan Macatuno, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Pesticide use seen cause of ozone depletion 


By Donna Demetillo to ozone depletion because of its particularly  chlorofluorocarbons stable, odorless, non-flammable, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau farmers use of methyl bromide in (CFCS), halons and methyl bromide. non-corrosive and non-toxic. 
pesticides for soil fumigation. However, Lagunilla said the Lagunilla said in 2003, CFCs ac- 

BAGUIO CITY—Benguet and this ^ Methyl bromide in fumigants Philippine Ozone Desk (POD) has counted for 89.86 of total ODS 
mountain resort city are known and quarantine applications, taken steps to regulate ODS prod- consumption in the country. CFCs- 
for their luscious strawberries, but structural facilities, buildings and uas. She said the Bureau of Cus- аге usually used as cooling agents 
unknown to many, the production golf courses has 0.6 ozone deple- toms, in close coordination with the in refrigerators, propellants in 
ofthis seasonal fruit contributes to tion potential (ODP refers to the POD, has banned since 1998theen- spray cans, aerosols, metered dose 
the depletion of the ozone layer, amount of ozone depletion ty of freon in preparation to stop- inhalers, solvens їп computers 
which protects all Ше fom the caused by a substance) ping hs use for refigerams and air: and аео леш, and blow- | Bis : 
sun's harmful radiation. Lagunilla said the metered conditioners, among other things. ing agents for foam manufacturing aan 

Wilhemina Lagunilla ozone desk dose inhaler used by asthmatic Freon belongs tothe fimilyofCRCs. and other industrial appliasons. | CLASSROOM DONATION a алы Promoter] 
officer of the Deparment of Envi- patients is the second ozone de- She said CFCs were once consid- Rolando Reyes, chief of the pol- | lembers ote abd bebe cdrom iai 
ronment and Natural Resources En. pletng substance (ODS) not yet ered as “miracle compounds” when lution control division ofthe egion- | Assocation of Japan) ed by Masashi acum (осоп ort 
vironmental Management Bureau, addressed in the country. these were discovered in 1928. al DENR-EMB, said theCordilerais | Tight), businessmen led by Oscar Tan | cho il 
Фей this example io illustre that ODS are man-made compounds These were seemingly harmless 1o a "minimum conributog"usingon- | the inauguration of two classrooms at che ahang Elementary 
the Cordillera remains а contributor containing chlorine and bromine, humansandtheenvironment, inert, ly 40-50 kg of CFCs a day. School in Lucena City donated by the Galshokyo- 
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Bomb kills boy, hurts 20 in Rizal fiesta 


By Luige A. del Puerto Italso ripped through a steel accor- as John Paul Ramirez. He suffered 
dion gate and the ceiling of the store from multiple wounds and burns. 

A NIGHT of merriment ended in outside of which the bomb exploded. His two siblings, Mark John, 7, and 
chaos and weeping shortly before Тһе bomb—believed to be a form Jerry Mae, 2, were also injured in the 
midnight Tuesday in San Mateo, of pllbox—could not have been deto- blast. Their father, Christopher An- 
Rizal. nated at a worse time. The feast in - dal, was seriously hurt as well. 

Barangay Dulong Bayan was cele- Dulong Bayan is known for attracting The family, along with several oth- 
brating the feast of St. Matthew when | people. ег victims, seemed to have absorbed 
inthe middle ofthe revelry an impro- ` Gen. Luna, a major road in the the full force of the blast since they 
vised bomb exploded, wounding barangay, is so packed with people were only about three meters away 
around 20 people and killing a 4 and stalls that authorities close it to from the blast site, police and wit- 
year-old boy. vehicles. nesses said. 

Police officials said the explosion That night was no different from The mother, Nelly Ramirez, said 
was so powerful it was heard several previous fiesta celebrations. she told her family to wait for her be- 
kilometers away. The police identified the dead child зоман! 


OF THE PHILIPPINES 


EE 
AN ОРЕХ LETTER TO THE MMDA 


OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION m 


20 September 2004 


HONORABLE BAYANI "DF" FERNANDO. 
Chairman 

Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
EDSA, Makati City 


Dear Hon. Chairman, 


For and in behalf of the members of the Outdoor Advertising Association ofthe Philippines (the "OAAP") under the umbrella of 
the Advertising Board of the Philippines (ADBOARD). I lud your recent attempts lo address the over proliferation of billboards 
in major thoroughfares in Metro Manila. We likewise are alarmed with the mushrooming presence of illegal billboards, such as 
‘hose along road rights of way. 


First, we state for the record that ОЛАР members firmly believe in self-regulation. adhere to strict compliance with the taw and its 
own ОЛАР Code of Rthies and have not located its billboards in such areas. The growing concer created by billboards was 
rented by NON-OAAP member practitioners that precisely avoided or shunned ОЛАР membership to place their billboards 
Wherever they want Sadly, advertisers continue to patronize such billboards and help feed the problem farther. 


1. The matter is first and foremost an issue of freedom of expression enshrined in our Constitution. Any attempt to rega- 


2. On the issue of content, we believe that the present system of self-regulation through the ADBOARD is stil the most 
faithful to this constitutionally guaranteed freedom. 


3; The issues of jurisdiction and enforcement have to be addressed by government in general and not just the MMDA. i 
ee aon a e ee arr |. К PE 
ee т rites RI pecan E DFW r e ewe | Meet iy Ж „Җ Der „Ж.Ж 
poseen lee ter tes nar Каз cy opie eee ade 
nally, rom its humble beginnings, outdoor advertising has grown into а muki-bilion peso indus mi | ity officials 
4. aly, fori ume in emen ЫЛМЫ de Pas ины | Makati Health Officer Dr Lourdes Salud 
ТЕ said the citys health office would coordinate 
periere genios 
nm———————————— Icone 
RE e CE pga Ee Ree eda eiae. | Byers 
ыт for example, McDonalds or Jollibee could 
serve low-fat or fat-free foods aside from their 
Sued Gaetan pring the citanie a kakker 
Choice,” Sali said 
Salud added that they would be asking the 
diy 2000 food sores to propose. ther 
OUTDOOR ADVERTISING ASSOCIATION healthy menus before the end of the year. 
OFTREPHILIPHINES (O4AP) She ай ешеш that immediately 
‘comply with their campaign would be given & 


Very truly yours, 


AN UNIDENTIFIED man sits through debris left behind after an improvised bomb exploded 
We do, however, caution you to proceed carefully on this matter by stating the following points: during the fiesta at Dulong Bayan, San Mateo, Rizal, Tuesday night. конуноншәол 


Security comin prr rin Hs, ейт ийин Латута و‎ | ТИ, ak: at i turnin g heart- frien dly 


“healthy heart sticker” 

Aside from their local campaign, Salud said 
Makati City has pledged support for” the 
Philippine Heart — Association-Healthy 
Lifestyle Coalition's projects. 

‘Among the PHAS projects is the “Мав. 
Healthy Lifestyle (Mag-HL) Tayo sa Resto,” 
which also encourages food establishments to 
prepare healthy menus. 

PHA Advocacy Committee Chair Dr. Efren 
Vicaldo said in а statement, “Business is busi- 
ness, but these food establishments should re- 
member that serving healthy foods should be. 
their business as well.” 

Vicaldo said the cities of Pasig, Mandaluy- 
ong and Makati had already parmered with 
the PHA. 

Salud noted that cardiovascular ailments 
caused the most deaths in Makati City for the 
last five years. 


Mandaluyong 
bans smoking 


| in City Hall 


Far Eastern Mooncake is now individually 
machine-packed using the latest scientific 
food packaging system called 
deoxygenization, the process of 
extracting oxygen from the pack 
to eliminate moisture and 
avoid mold formation. 

Guaranteed long- 

lasting freshness. 


Available in ho following f 
Lotus Single. Lotus Dee iie 
Lotus Single, While Lotus Double, 
Black Mongo Single, Black Mongo 
Double, Mixed Nut Single, Mixed Nut 
Double, Plain Lotus. Plain White Lotus. 
Plain Black Mongo, and Plain Mixed Nuts. 


Rayal Garden Restaurant 
851 Sabino Раба (Formerly Gandara 51) 


со Sis 
Tel hos TIS 1122- 735-1181 


Some militant party-list representatives 

have protested the reduction of their pork barrel 
(from 35 million to 10 million pesos each) for 
the latter half of 2004. Is their protest valid? 
Why or why not? 

Texters hus messages R printd in Tuesda/s InBox wil each receiv а "биуї stuffd tof Û 


By Ruth L. Navarra 


CHANGE begins in your own backyard. 

The Mandaluyong City Hall wants to lead 
an example to the rest of the city by enforcing 
the smoking ban within its boundaries. 

City Ordinance No. 279 $-2004, approved 
last April 2, dictates that smoking is strictly 
prohibited in enclosed offices of all govern 
ment and public buildings, schools, hospitals 
and medical clinics and public transporta- 
tions. 

In a memorandum written by Ernesto Vic- 
torino, city administrator, all smokers caught 
within the City Hall compound will be fined 
P1,000, P2,000 and P3,000 for first, second 
and third offense, respectively 

“Third-time offenders could also be jailed 
for three days but not more than six days, ог 
both ar the discretion of the court. 

‘The memorandum also provided a list of 
smokers’ areas, most of which are located at 
open spaces and parking lots within the City 
Hall compound. 

City officials will be meeting with different 
drivers associations, building administrators 
and mall owners because they plan to imple 
ment the ordinance in the whole city by next 
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Passenger jumps off 


j METRO... 


From page A20 
By Leila B. Salaverria economy deck at 5:30 a.m. yes- jumped off the ship. side the road as she went off te 
„terday, minutes before he jumped Teams from the SupetFerry 12 buy food. 


‘overboard. 

At that time, the Superferry 12 
‘was nearing Talim Island off Bal- 
ayan, Batangas. 


Man overboard 

Procalia said Jaena had quietly 
walked along the deck at the back 
‘ofthe ship for several minutes. 

‘Then, Jaena asked her to hold 
his wallet and cell phone as he 
took off his slippers, Procalia 
added. 

Before Procalia was able to 
stop him, Jaena had already 


жеге sent out to scour the area in 
search of Jaena. Crew members 
were still searching the waters 
late in the afternoon, but there 
was no sighting of Jaena. 

Later, the crew sought the help. 
of the PCG, who in turn sent res- 
cue teams from its Nasugbu de- 
tachmentto the area. 

Superferry 12 Captain Jose 
‘Yap said he had learned that Jae- 
па was reportedly bothered by 
the fact that his girlfriend was 
supposed to be married to anoth- 
erman. 


SEARCH and rescue operations 
are ongoing for a passenger who 
jumped off the Superferry 12 
"while the vessel was cruising off 
the Batangas coast on its way to 
Manila early yesterday morning. 

The Philippine Coast Guard 
identified the passenger as 
Teodoro Jaena, 32, a native of Ilo- 
ilo: who allegedly was bothered 
with problems about his love life, 

PCG spokesperson Lt. Armand 
Balilo said Delia Procalia, anoth- 
er ship passenger, said she saw 
Jaena walking along the ships 


GSIS made cash cow by siblings 


WINSTON Garda, president and 
general manager of the Government 
Service Insurance System (GSIS), 
‘and his sister, Carolyn G. Empemano, 
probably think that the goverment 
‘owned firm is their cash cow, 

According to Iloilo Rep. Rolex 
‘Suplico, the two incurred P5.25 
million in unliquidated advances 
in 10 months in 2001. 

Suplico has documents to sup- 
porthisallegation. 

If what Suplico says is true, ang 
kakapal naman ng mukha ng 


magkapatid na ito. 


that. 


later, I heard an explosion but 
did not mind it 


Medical Center in Marikina Cit 
were rushed. 

“1 continued walking, and 
ied people,” she said. 
terribly wrong, 


She looked for her family, an 


bloodied. 


John Paul died while undergo- 


andro Mendoza warns drug ing treatment at the ARMC, 
testing centers against making 
fraudulent findings for drivers 
found positive for drug use. 

‘The penalty for such an ille- 
gal act is revocation of the ac- 
creditation of the drug testing 
center, Mendoza says. 

Mendoza should take along, 
hard look at the following drug 
test centers: MOR, My Chauf- 
feur, Drug Check, Sure Check, 

Speed, Pharma СТ 


he saw a ball, less the size ofa vol 
turned to see where it landed, 


er metal shrapnel. 


see who threw the ball. 
“It was а really huge pillbox, 


riqueta Disuanco defended Gar- 


Disuanco said: "There is noth- 
ing wrong or irregular for heads 
of government agencies and cor- 
porations to make cash advances 
because these are normal finan- 
cial activities, as long as these ad- 
vances are properly liquidated in 
accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Commission on 
Audit.” 

Disuanco probably also makes 
cash advances although she al- 
ready has fat salaries and al- 
lowances. 

Ma'am, if what Garcia and his 
sister did was not irregular, then 
it certainly was immoral. Im- 
moral because they wallow in 
wealth in the midst of extreme 
poverty among other government 
people. 


were pierced by nails, 
The police have not yet deter 


Tolosa ‘fiesta 


‘The operators of the above- 
named centers reportedly are 

Until the fat salaries and al- 
lowances of officials of govern- 
ment owned and controlled 
corporations were exposed, 
Garcia was receiving P356,979 
a month. His sister Carolyn was 
receiving P98,767 salary plus 
31,101.64 in allowances. 

‘These siblings could afford to 
receive fat salaries and al- 
lowances, while other ordinary 
government officials and em- 
ployees receive starvation pay. 

‘The word “immoral” is not in 
the vocabulary of Winston and 
Carolyn. 


Mall. 

А government licensing of- 
fice such as the LTO-South 
should be insulated from the 
crowd forit to operate efficient- 
ly Coastal Mall is visited by 
thousands every day. Most of 
them are there to shop and not 
to apply for a driver's license. 

Fixers abound at LTO-South. 
because security guards have 
no control over the crowd and 
"ttell applicants for driver's 
license from shoppers. 


tion of Metro Manila resident 


town’s patron saint, St. Michat 
the Archangel, in a “fiesta re 
union” to be held on Sept. 2 


enue, Sucat, Pai 


at10am. 


Transportation Secretary Le- 


‘This years hermano mayor 


GSIS senior vice president En- James Bernard Daluperit. 
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ferry Bomb kills boy 


They were going home after 
“1 left them there, Moments 


7 Nelly narrated 
inside the Amang Rodriguez 


where most of the blast victims 
bought some food. When I came 
back, it was chaotic. I saw blood- 

Nelly sensed something was 


found her husband carrying the 
children to a tricycle, They were 


leyball, thrown in the air. As he 
exploded, releasing nails and oth 

However, the witness did not 
said PO2 Cruz. After the incident, 
the police gathered nails from the 


site, As well as suffering from 
burns, many of the blast victims. 


TOLOSANOS Inc, the associa- 


from Tolosa, Leyte, will honor the 


2004 at Sta. Rita College Orphan- 
age Auditorium, Dr. A. Santos Av- 
бадие, A High 
Mass will kick off the celebration. 


Registration will start at 8 a.m. 


mined the motive nor the culprit 
in the bombing. 

St Supt. Leocadio Santiago, 
Rizal Police chief, initially said 
travelling vendors or "tang- 
geros” might have carried the ex- 
1 plosive device for self-defense. 

Tt might have exploded be- 
cause of mishandling. 

But another angle has devel- 
oped hours after the incident. 
‘This angle points to a frat war as 
1 


the cause of the melee, according 
to Santiago. 

“There is another angle. We re” 
ceived solicited information that 
there is а frat war in the areazz 
They're just kids, maybe just highs 
school students," Santiago said. 2: 

"We are trying to determine” 
which of the two is it,” he said. 

The police have so far ruled out _ 
politics or religious fanaticism as 2 
possible motives. 
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Seminar For Lessors, Owners & Realty Professionals. 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & REALTY APPRAISAL 
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Gethold ofincredible deals and discounts on Whirlpool microwave ovens, refrigerators, 
| freezers, washing machines, dryers and other appliances at Whirlpool Manila and // 
Cebu Warehouses. Appliances may come with slight dents and scratches, Don'tlet j 
this chance pass! Buy while supplies last! i 
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Get a FREE MMS phone with _ . 
ILY TIES. 


. Sign up for a G-Flex 500 Extension Plan and get a FREE 
phone that puts a smile on her face. 


: Non-Globe subscribers can switch to a G-Plan Family Ties 
! program and get two MMS phones FREE!* There are also 

discounted handsets available with a G-Flex 250! 
; Hurry this promo is from Sept. 18 to 30 ONLY! 


| With great value offers like this, no wonder more families prefer G-Plans over other cellphone 
: | plans. So hurry, bring your family together and visit your nearest Globe Business Center today! 
Sony Ericsson 7230 Мокіа 3120 Sony Ericsson T610 | — - mc — 
TETE 7 к 190 Enjoy lower call rates between you and your child! As low аз P3.15/min* until Oct. 311 
fec goad when rox sonum fors fey BO 
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making great things possible Gf we ^4 


“Two-phone offer valid only for simultaneous subscriptions to a G-Plan 800 (or higher) and a G-Flex 500 extension plan. Soe yer говы, Por DTNOA Parmi No 4740, ores ol 2004. 


Yes! I want my Globe Handyphone delivered to me FREE! 


| CALL 71-8888" OR FAX TO 739-9969 OR VISIT www.hub-eshop.com to order. 
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VERSUS ARCHERS 
Experience 
Tams’ edge 
as playoffs 
start today 


IT'S down to the leagues most seasoned 
squads. 

The defending champion Far Easter 
Tamaraws and perennial contenders De La 
C ~ Salle Archers battle for 

SAMESTODAY | the UAAP varsity bask 

(Araneta Coliseum) ball championship start- 

2pm—UST ing today at the Araneta 

vsAteneo — ! Coliseum. 

(Urs-Game 1 Finals} "Experience will play 

артда a big рап. And Im 

Sale(Srs-Game1 thankful for this,” said 
| һы ‘coach Koy Banal. 

-= And La Salle coach 
Franz Pumaren concedes that this is one 
factor that make the Tamaraws tough to 
beat. 

T think our team has matured but we're 
playing a veteran team,” said Pumaren, 
whose Archers are in their sixth Finals ap- 
pearance in seven years. “Sixty percent of 
their team has championship experience. 

“Its hard to go up against FEU. They're the 

EXPERIENCE A25 


Mayol stops 
Indon in 3rd 
for 19th win 


ORIENTAL and Pacific Boxing Federation 
minimumweight champion Rodel Mayol 
underscored his superb credentials by easily 
demolishing OPBF No. 3 La Syukur in the 
third round of their scheduled 10-rounder 
yesterday in аката, Indonesia. 

A right hook by Mayol (19-0, 15 KOs) put 
away La Syukur in 1 minute, 47 seconds of 
the third round of a fight dominated by the 
Mandaue City fighter from the srt. 

twas Mayol’ fourth victory this year, and 
his third in Indonesia. Prior to La Syukur, 
Mayol had also stopped Indonesia's top fight- 
‘ers La Ode Basez and Iwan Key. 

‘Before his Indonesian stims, Mayol won 
the OPBF crown with a first-round technical 
knockout victory over then champion Genki 
‘Ohnaka in Japan. In his first OPBF defense 
‘on May 21, Mayol prevailed over ex WBC In- 
temational champ Ernesto Rubillar on a sev- 
enth round technical decision. 

Mayolis ranked WBC No. 2, WBA and IBF 
No. 6and WBO No. 8. Salven L Lagumbay 


Ilagan snubs POC 
probe of swim row 


THE PHILIPPINE Olympic Committee panel look- 
ing into the leadership row of the Philippine Ama- 
teur Swimming Association cant get going be- 
cause the group of Pasa head Chito Ilagan has yet 
to submit itself to the body and clarify its position. 

Mark Joseph, elected president by the Pasa 
board on Sept. 11 in Cebu City, said he has 
submitted documents to prove his group's 
‘worth as the governing body for the sport. 

However, the former Olympian said the ar- 
bitration committee is still awaiting word 
from the group which elected llagan Pasa 
president on Sept. 18 in Tiaong, Quezon. 

Meanwhile, Pasa director for Central Min- 
danao Rodney Barretto refuted the claim of 
Tlagan's group that he was elected VP for Min- 
danao during the Tiaong election. 

“I was neither personally present during 
the said meeting nor executed any proxy in fa 
vor of any member of the Pasa,” said Barretto 
ina lerter to the POC. Mare Anthony Reyes 
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Hi-Velocity Broadband Internet 
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do Hisshomework. 


Get unlimited broadband access 
is for just P1,995 a month. 


The long wait that comes with a dial-up internet connection could make him miss out on a lot of sleep and family 
time. For just P65 a day or P1,995 a month, you can enjoy PLDT myDSL At up to 384 kbps, its seven times faster 
than dial up. This means your Kids can do their research, get homework done and email school projects quickly 
so they have more time for the family. And they can even do all these while your phone line stays free for 
important phone calls. So subscribe to PLDT myDSLs most affordable unlimited broadband access ever. 


Get connected їп 5 days with QIK. Vist any PLOT Business Office 
ог cybershop (see the list below) and pick up а PLOT myDSL Quick Install Kit (OIN. 
FREE for qualified PLOT subscribers. The QIK comes with simple instructions so you 
сап install your DSL service yourselt Within 5 days you can be Blazing the Intemet! 
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CEU’s tough job of halting UM begins 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


CENTRO Escolar University wants to topple Uni- 
versity of Manila from its lofty place in collegiate 
basketball history. 

Whether the CEU Scorpions have what it takes 
to do that will be known today when they clash 
with the Hawks at the start of their National Ath- 
letics Association of Schools, Colleges and Uni- 
versities title series atthe Rizal Coliseum. 

"The best-of-three showdown is set at 1 p.m, 
after the junior and women's championship bat- 
tiesin the morning. 


GAMES TODAY 
(Rizal Coliseum) 
Зат, Мазі. 
Ciare Urs) 
Tiam.—CEU vs AMA 
(Women) 
15m—UM v CEU 
(9, бате) | 


The UM Baby 
Hawks, who are bid- 
ding for their third 
straight crown, and 
the St. Clare College of 
Caloocan Baby Saints 
dash for the junior title 
at 9am, while the La- 
dy Scorpions and AMA 
Computer University 
Lady Titans dispute the women's title at 11. 

'UM president Emesto delos Santos said the 
Hawks, whose streak of 72 wins in the league is 2 


ASIAN UNDER-14 TENNIS 


Balce reaches q'finals 


record in collegiate play, will пу to sweep the 
‘championship for the fourth straight year. 

The Hawks, also three-time intercollegiate 
champs, have so far won 18 games this season. 

“This is going tobe an exciting finals because if 
there is one team that is capable of stopping UM 
this year, it is CBU,” said Naaseu president Dr. 
Emest Jay Adalem of SCC. 

The Hawks will draw firepower from Jovit 
Gomez and Ryan Regalado, who are averaging 
19 and 16 points per game, respectively 

The Scorpions will rely on top scorer June 
Macasaet, Almer Cristobal and Dexter Carillo. 


MARK Balce downed Ken- 
nex Abadia, 7-6 (6), 6-2, 
yesterday to reach the boys’ 
singles quarterfinals of the 
Futures Foundation-Asian 
Tennis Federation (ATF) 14- 
under Series at the Ynares 
Sports Genter in Pasig City. 

"Bale, a seventh grader at the 
Ateneo, forged a showdown with 
‘compatriot Francis Casey Alcantara. 
‘of Cagayan de Oro, who scored a 6- 
2, 62 victory over Malaysian Zhia 
Hiwa Chong 

Тор seed Pablo Olivarez downed 
Malaysian Mark Pee Kwang Xin, 6- 
4,6-0, to advance against compatri- 
ot Jose Emmanuel Narvaez, а 75, 
6-1 winner over compatriot Alio 
Hari Ong Sy 

Second seed Е Santo Santos out- 
classed Malaysian Han Zhou Tan, 6- 
1, 6-1, to set up a duel with Ce- 


Seas 
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QUICK SPIN: Мал Isada of Team Honda kicks up dirt as he takes а curve masterfully in his Honda. 
Civic Vtec en route to victory in the RP-13 class of the National Rallycross Series last Saturday at the 
Liwasang Ipil-ipilin Pasay City. The race was part of the fifth leg of the 2004 circuit. 


buano James Carl Canete, who 
overpowered Myanmars ` Kyaw 
Naing Aung, 63, 6-1. 

nother matches, John Frane Gil 
Largo won over Joshua Tan Ho, 64, 
6-1, and Tomas Apacible prevailed 
over Roman Floreza, 6:3, 63. 


n the giis singes, top rgnled 
Malaysian Jawariah Nordin blanked 
the Philippines’ Martina Rivero, 60, 
60, t advance against Filipina 
Zane Quitara, а 60, 61 winner 
over Myanmar’s Khaine Nyee. 


Also advancing was third seed 
Jessica Agra, who clobbered Julie 
Em Botor, 60, 62. Agra will meet 
the winner between fifth seed Wy- 
thinatha Chellpriya of Malaysia and 
Filipina Anne Christine Patrimonio, 


Other locals seeing action in this 
weeklong event sponsored by the 
Australian Open are second seed 
‘Trudy Gine Amoranto, Ma. Regina 
Santiago, Sarah Jane Lim, Victoria 
Magaway and Noelle Nikki Zoleta.- 


Dolphins bag first NC crown ...... 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ТЕМ minutes from the final buzzer the Philip- 
pine Christian U Dolphins were already whoop- 
ingicup. 

"The Dolphins delivered the best first half they 
could play and just stayed fabulous as they swept 
the University of Perpetual Altas, 72-60, at the 
Araneta Coliseum yesterday to bag their first ever 
‘crown in the 80th NCAA senior basketball tour- 
nament, 

“When I came to this team, 1 didn't know the 
situation. And I told them my only reason in ac- 
серп this job is to give them the championship. 
sounded mayabang (a boast) at that time. And 1 
know that they think was too strict pero sinasabi 
ko sa kanila па magbubunga йо (but | told them. 


EES 


we will be rewarded)," said new PCU coach Lore- 
to Tolentino, who steered one of the most amaz- 
ing turnarounds the league has ever seen. 

‘And the spartan training worked wonders for 
the former whipping boys Tolentino inherited 
from Jimmy Mariano. 

"Our coach said we had the talent. He was able 
to develop us and we gained confidence in our 
abilities," said Finals MVP Robert Sanz, who fin- 
ished with 17 points and nine rebounds. 

Most Improved Player lan Garrido added: 
“Yung discipline ni coach ang nagpanalo. Hang- 
gang sa pagtulog sa dorm, binabantayan туа ka- 
mi (His discipline led us to this win. Even at bed- 
time, he was watching us)" 

PCU, which joined the league eight years ago, 
set the tone for a big game early on, posing a 
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double-digit lead right from the first quarter, 20-9. 
Perhaps the biggest contribution of Tolentino, 
who was serving а one-game suspension when 
the Dolphins won the tide series opener by two 
points last Friday, was producing the first player 
то win the Most Valuable and Rookie ofthe Year 
awards in Gabby Espinas. 

In junior play the Letran Squires forged a win- 
ner-take~all showdown with the San Beda Cubs 
afier nipping the defending champions, 81-76. 

Te score 

Fats Game Two (S) 

POLT Sinz 17, Espinas 14, Castro 1, Garido 9, Rtgs 
T, ent, Sols 4, Beya 3. Ceska. 

‘PERPETUAL 2 zo 17, Bamson S. Jae 9. Dco, 
Ms, eter 2 Mendon û 

Quarter 204, 37-25 6345 7060 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2004 


oS NR RF ا‎ 


SPORTSWATCH 


Top amateurs sign up for Riviera golf tilt 
THE RIVIERA Amateur ol championship gets underway Sept. 28 wih some of 
the солуу top players in the ranks expected to vie for top honors in various di 
visions at Rivers Couples and Langer courses in Siang, Cavite. Juve Pagunsan, 
‘Marvin Dumandan, Jay Bayron, Kim Chang Hoi and Raymund Sangil have signi- 
Ted their intention to рау in the Championship division, spread over four days at 
the par-71 hazard-laden Langer course. Registration is ongoing with tournament 
{ee pegged at P2000 (P1,500 tor Riveria members). The Championship fld of 
this event, sponsored by Passports and DHL, sed to 30 players with a sepa- 
rate 36-hole Championship II division set for 20 players on Sept. 30-Oct. 1. Other 
38o events on tap are the classes A (handicaps 4.8-9), B (9.1-15), both at 
Langer, and C (15.1-21.1) at Couples. Senior players will have two categories with 
those aged 55-64 set to play Sept 30-Oct. 1 at Langer and those aged 65-and- 
above slated to vie for honors Sept. 29 and Oct. at Couples. 

King of the Road registration 

REGISTRATION for the Bh Annual adidas King of the Road race slated for Octo- 
ber 3 and is пон ongoing at the ground foor of the Vasquez Madrigal Plaza Bldg 
1451 Annapolis St їп San Juan. Registration fee is P200 inclusive of an adidas 
running singlet and a ticket to the carbo айп night on October 1 at he adidas 
Sports Kamp at the Bonifacio Global City in Taguig. Registration hours В 830to 
$500 pm. Monday to Saturday and :00 am. up to 12 noon on Sunday Deadline 
for submission of entries оп September 29. The race is co-presented by Globe 
Gentes, and backed by McDonalds, Snickers chocolate bar, adidas watches, 
Powerade, Viva Mineral water, adidas fragrance, Paintball Empire and Milo. 


Altamirano to aid aspiring varsity players 
PBA Eric Altamirano is holding the Coach E basketball school wth the aim of 
helping out aspiring varsity players through a sound training program that focus- 
es thoroughly on fundamentals, shot training and position specific aspects of the 
are. Despite numerous requests from parents and students to add more class- 
es to its present schedules at the adidas Sports Kamp in Fort Bonifacio Global 
Oy, Reyes Gym in Mandaluyong and Cub 850 in Libis, Aamirano sald only im- 
ited siots are open to ensure personalized attention. The nex sessions for begin- 
ners, intermediate and advance casses аге every Monday starting Sept. 27 for 
fundamentals and shot training (adidas Spots Kamp, 4:30 to 720 pm Other 
classes are Fridays (Club 650 Libis, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.) and Saturdays (Reyes 
Оут, 8am. to 1030 am). Interested parties may cal 8842778 to 86 local 41- 
42 or 09189293129 or at e-mail at iba_phil@yahoo.com. 


Powerlifting interschool tourney slated 
THE POWERLIFTING Association of the Philipines wil hold ns fourth inter- 
school championships on Sept. 25-26 at the activity area of Robinson's Piace, 
Manila. The eventis open to men and women 14 to 24 years old who are current- 
Iy enrole in a school o university. Competition willbe conducted in he squat, 
bench press and dead it events. Francisco J. Elzalde, ОС representative to the 
Philipines, wil grace the opening ceremony at 11:30 a.m. оп Sept. 25. The 
event is supported by Robinson's Malls, Pagcor, Store Shop/Blazing Products, 
Designer WheyfSports Nutriton, Jolibee, ей 0% Fat ca Cream, Golden Vine 
Laboratories, Pro Gym and Chase Technologies. 


FIBL launches Ambassador’s Cup 

‘THE FLIPINO-INDIAN Basketball League (IBL) now on its Sih year, opens is 
2004 season tis weekend in Makati The tournament is dubbed as The Ambas- 
Sadors Cup in honor of the Indian Ambassador to the Philippines, Her Excellency 
 Navrekha Sharma, who will be hosting a cocktail opening of the league at her 
North Forbes residence this Saturday afternoon. Expected to grace the FIBL cock- 
tail opening are special invited guests Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, PBA Com- 
missioner Noli Eala and PBL Commissioner Chino Tinidad. Hardcourt action in 
{he FBL. sponsored this year by Giobe Platinum Honda Cars-Caloocan, and 
Молеп as the official bal, starts on Sunday, Sep 26 at the Makati Colseum with, 
former champions Knights going up against the Mike Advani-ed Kings at 2:30 
m. folowed by the match featuring defending champions Bombay Bombers 
здага Blue Sharks. 


Jiao, Araneta rule NCA derby 

BREEDER Boy Jiao of Rizal and Big Dome owner Jorge "Nene" Araneta stretched 
their winning run to cinch the championship of the National Cockers Association 
(NCA) 7-Stag Derby Monday night atthe Araneta Coliseum. Jiao and Araneta 
have won two hard-earned championships so far. They also topped the first leg 
оп Aug. 31 and Sept. 2 Rep. бату Espina shared the melo by emerging as 
'ochampion. The next NCA 7-Stag Derby unfolds on Oct. Запа 7, with NCA 
president ho Ynares. former DILG undersecretary Jun Santiago and Jiao as 
hosts. Ynares said that only those points earned in NCA-sancioned stag derbies 
wii be the basis in choosing the Stagfighter winner. 


LGBA 7-Stag series fires off 

THE FIRST in a series of 7-stag derbies o the Luzon Gamefowl Breeders Associ- 
ation cis of at Roligon Mega Cockpit on Saturday, September 25. The action 
then shifts to Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City on Sept. 27 for the second round 
‘telmintions and the championship on the 29. In ful support of this 3-day 
competition are Vitarich Corp., Lakpue Drug. Excellence Gamefowl Specialist 
obchem Laboratories, Thunderbird and Асу. For mare detais and reservation 
of cocknouses, call 9267808 9245072. 9245051 loc. 128 or thru 09205851940. 


AMONG the happiest men 1 know 
following La Salle's ouster of Ateneo 
in the semifinals of this year's UAAP 
season are Rep. Monico "Nyoks" 
Puentevella of Bacolod City and 
AGA (Antonio G. Arellano) of RMN 
558's “Шо ang Batas.” Hardly had 
the smoke of battle cleared and 
‘what did 1 have but text messages 
from the two gentlemen. 

“1 am sorry that Ateneo lost, but 
you know, all good things don't 
last" said Nyoks. "See you soon, 

fully with your Congressman 
Espine joining us for lunch." 

‘Said AGA: “I was in Hong Kong, 
but I had to monitor the battle al- 
most blow by blow on the cell phone. 
because, call me a fanatic, of which 
1 really am and 1 wont mind. La 
Salle is my alma mater and nothing 
thrills me more than the sight of La. 
Salle winning over Atenoo every 
time they meet.” 

АСА said that, like Mike Enriquez 
of GMAs dzBB, he also sings the La 
Salle hymn a cappella in his 558 khz 
radio program each time the 
Archers win, 

"This time, 1 sang it twice the 
‘morning after La Salle beat Ateneo 
‘on Sunday” said AGA. 

Oh, well, what can I say? 

There's no fanaticism more pro- 
nounced than the one we see being 
dished out by students and alumni 
alike every year in the UAAP each 
time the La Salle-Ateneo duel is 
оп. 

Its just too bad that Ateneo fal- 
tered in the end. But in fairness, 
Ateneo did suffer а lot this year be- 
cause it lost Larry Fonacier, its top 
gun, due to an injury with the 
league barely two games old, Al- 
though it ran up a seven-game win- 
ning streak to top the first round, 
Ateneo lost steam coming home, 
hobbled by the lack of a steady gun- 


Franz tests Koy 
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slinger in Fonacier. 

For La Salle, it was sweet re- 
venge. 

In 2002, the Archers lost the 
crown to the Eagles, thereby ending 
La Salles title streak at four from 
1998 to 2001. And then last year, 
Ateneo ousted La Salle before bow- 
ing to Far Eastern University in the 
Finals. 

Even though Ateneo beat La Salle 
in their first meeting this year after. 
overcoming a 15-point deficit, that 
was no gauge as to the real firepow- 
er of the Archers. True enough as in. 
their next two meetings, La Salle 
won convincingly. 

The game on Sunday was almost 
a photocopy of their Game 2 meet- 
ing where La Salle virtually pound- 
ed Ateneo into submission with 
blazing run-and-gun attacks and a 
defense 
blocked the assault of the combined 
Allied forces onto Nazi Germany in 
‘World War 11. 

Macmac Cardona typified La 
Salles deadly game by firing 24 
points as he spéarheaded an offense 
built on blinding dashes for the goal 
and decorated it with nifty passing, 
some of which were of the eye- 
pleasing, no-look pass variety. 

The third quarter of Sundays 
game said it all—La Salle poured in 
19 points via blitzkrieg while starv- 
ing Atenco to a measly 7 points. 
That jacked up a 30-28 halftime La 
Salle lead to 49-35, from which Ate- 
neo never recovered. 


"The final 69-55 score was the fi- 
nal proof of La Salle's superiority 
overa totally outclassed Ateneo. 

Today marks the start of the 
championship series between La 
Salle and FEU in the 67th season of 
the UAAR 

FEU coach Koy Banal was quoted 
as saying he preferred defending 
the crown against La Salle than Ate- 
тео. 

Т don't know what Koy is up to. 
But one sure thing I know is that he 
is up against the best coach in the 
league for nearly a decade now in 
La $айе Franz Pumaren. in fact, 
with six Finals stints in his name in 
the last seven years, 1 wonder why 
no PBA team has bothered to tap the 
services of Franz Pumaren. 

Perhaps, the perks in the UAAP 
have become too tempting to resist 
that’s why Franz Pumaren hasn't 
hopped into the other yard? 

Maybe, Nyoks and AGA have the 
answer, 


2 Л 


FASTBREAK. Tito Rey Bautista will 
re-open his Tito Rey Restaurant 
tonight at Sunvar Plaza on Amorso- 
lo St, Makati City. There will be 
boozing, dancing and singing to go 
with the main fare for the evening, 
which is eating, what else? Tito 
Rey, the pioneer behind the "ka- 
mayan стазе" im the restaurant 
business that began in the 70s 
actually back from a long stint in 
America. Welcome home, Tito 
Rey... Dr Nanding and Wilma 
Lopez will be the proud hosts to 
their friends tonight when they cel- 
ebrate the feat recently achieved by 
one of th wughters, the 
charming Maricelle. Maricelle 
whose sister Minnie is taking up 
law at San Beda, had passed the 
board of medical exams with flying 
colors. Cheers, дос! 


that could have even 
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Red Bull 


overpowers 


Spring-Laguna cagers 


DARUSSALAM, Brunei—Red Bull Barako 
booked its second straight victory in the 4th 
Shell Invitational basketball tournament here 
‘Tuesday night by crushing another Philippine 
squad, Spring Cooking Oil-Laguna, 91-75, at 
the National indoor stadium in Berakas. 

Powered by Lordy Tugade, Mick Pennisi and 
Rico Villanueva, the Barako of coach Yeng Guiao 
raced to a commanding 50-30 halftime lead and 
never looked back. 

Red Bull posted its biggest lead of 23 points at 
the end of the third quarter. 

Spring, top team in the North division of the 
ongoing National Basketball Conference, was re- 
inforced by Americans Keith Friel and Faheem 
Nelson, 

Tugade topscore for Red Bull with 14 points. 
Pennisi, Villanueva and Cyrus Baguio had 13 


each and Junthy Valenzuela chipped in 10. 

“tm happy with the boys’ performance," Red 
Bull Barako team owner George С. Chua said 
‘when he learned of the team’s second straight 
victory in the tough tournament. 

Red Bull was playing Brunei's national team 
at press time yesterday: Guiao's team goes up 
next against Purefoods, then Jones Cup champi- 
оп You Lon Twisters of Taiwan and the Hankook 
Raiders of South Korea. 

Red Bull made a rousing debut Sunday by 
blasting the Shanghai Sharks, mother team of 
the Houston Rockets Yao Ming, 88-74. 

Davonn Harp propelled Red Bull to its first 
win, scoring 20 points, grabbing eight rebounds 
and giving three assists in 25 minutes of play. 
lanueva had 16, Tugade and Pennisi 14 each and 
new Barako Vergel Meneses contributed 11. 


OFFICIALS and players of the Spring Cooking Oil-Laguna team, led by delegation head Tito 
Palma and team manager Dennis Vila-lgnacio, just before they flew to Darussalam, Brunei, 


Saturday to play in the Sultan's Сир! 


tional basketball tournament. 
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2 in Baguio City. WEM Loribao, WAM Castelano, ‘Sales in 23 moves of an En- 
Joining Echavezin the South | MMSBakcz0 AMA glish Opening. 

team to be coached by former | Aa Caracha: 1.5- nat Caz, Fifth round co-leaders IM 
РВА star Al Solis of Tribu Sugbu | 10—94 Меат: Jayson Gonzales, IM Chito 
are Marlon Basco, also of Oza- Garma and NM Rolando 
ш; Ruben dela Rosa, Chico | TAGAYIAYCITY—Ten-year- Nolte split their respective 

е sd old Wesley So claimed his sixth round matches to share 


Lanete, Ardie Larong and Alfie 
Grijaldo of Cebu; Francis Sanz 


f Prands Sanz лармы Tep dme payer wil 
ал Сай ulus Maus | Tuesday nighcto stay within join seeded players GMs Eu- 
Wario and Julius, Navales | обшо ММ Dar. ene Torre, Joey Antonio 
Saute On Sas win Laylo inthe National and GM-elect Mark Paragua 
mier mah Cuatay in the | Chess Championshipatthe in the ream bound for the 
Noni край tobe handed by | TEaytay ImemadonalCon- Word Chess Olympiad siat- 


Baguio's Nap Garcia are Cardi- 
тав Jun Balares, Obet Giron, 


Laylo moves up; 
So close behind 


Standings atter Round 6: 
Me 4S points Lao, 

40— M Gonzies Матаи 

Note 3.5—FM Оой, "So; 


third victim in National Mas- 


vention Center here. 
So, the youngest ever f- 


nalist in the annual event, 
tallied 3.5 points in five 

games, a point behind Lay- | 
Jo's 45 in six games. So, who 


ed Oct. 14:31 in Majorca, 
Spain. Marlon Bernardino 


second place with 4.0 points. | 


Melvin Fontana, Ebert Tor 
and Efren Valdes, Batangas Son- 
пу Manucat and Rodel Mallari, 
‘Taguig’s Jimboy Robilos and 
Spring Laguna’s MC Caceres. 
The AllStar game will be 
played on Оа. 2. A clinic for 
basketball fans and several 
skis contests like the Three 
Point Shootout, Slamdunk, 
"Two-Ball and Speed Challenge 


will be held on Oct. 1. first-ever Hundred Islands promote spons tourism in the 

‘The All-Star Weekend high- Triathlon Open in Pangasinan. — counmysdiferent regions in the 
lights the ongoing NBC Nation- Triathletes from Мето сошпшу said TRAP president 
al Championship sponsored by Manila and Northern Luzon Tom Carrasco Je 


Panasonic, Spring Cooking Oil, 
PCSO, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
Spring, Mineral Water, Cebu 
Ferries, Air Philippines, Super- 
cat, Skygo Motorcycles, Trans- 
‘Asia, Accel and Molten. 


are expected to battle for top 
honors in the punishing race 
sanctioned by the Triathlon As- 
sociation ofthe Philippines. 
The spint distance event, 
which kicks off at 6 a.m. Sunday 


Hundred Islands 
triathlon set Sunda 


SPORTS tourism in the coun- 
trys north gets а boost with the 
holding this weekend of the 


n Lucap Point in Ala 


nani Braganza. 


town, 
isa project of the Department of 
Tourism as parc of is program to 


K is held in conjunction with 
the National Tourism Week cel- 
bration and in cooperation 
with the Alaminos city govem- 
‘ment headed by Mayor Her- 
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Experience . . ..... 


‘number one team and we really 
have to be very competitive." 

The best-of-three series will al- 
зо be a showdown between the 
MVP frontrunners: FEU's Arwind 
Santos (13.4 points per game, 
10.2 rebounds per game) against 
la Salles Mac Cardona (166 
ps. 5.91p8).. 

Gametime is set at 4 p.m. right 
after the junior championship 
‘opener between the defending 
champion Ateneo Eaglets and the. 
University of Santo Tomas Tiger 
Cubs at 2 p.m. The Archers and the Tamaraws 

FEU and La Salle, which also clashed in the 2000 Finals, 
earned the twice-to-beat advan- which La Salle swept, 2-0. They 
tage in the Final Four, wasted по had four other titles meetings in 
time wrapping up their semifinal the last two decades. La Salle 
assignments. winning in 1989 and 1998 and 

The Tamaraws disposed of the FEU in 1991 and 1997. Jasmine 
University of the East Warriors, W. Payo 


Archers drubbed their arch rivals 
‘Ateneo Eagles, 69-55, last Sun- 
day. 

The Archers’ victory Sunday 
extended their winning streak to 
eight, the longest his season. But 
it was the Tamaraws who dealt 
the Archers their last defeat, 70- 
52, on Aug. 14. 

1а Salle, however, also owned 
a rout against the reigning cham- 
pions, 69-54, in their first round 
encounter. 
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Properly 


wonders 


From page A28 


activities and organi- 
zations. 

"We see the need 
for these activities to 
be funded, but we al 
зо know that quality 
local films need to be 
produced for the Fil 
iino movie audi- 
ence. So, we agree 
with some of our film 
leaders that another 
annual film festival 
should be put up, this 
time with a clear 
preference for quali- 
ty productions. 

The plan is partic- 
ularly creditable, be- 
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handled 


festival can do 


sics and prize-win 
ning works as the ba- 
sis for the movies to 
beentered in the new 
festiva. 

Details still have to 
be threshed out, but 
the plan should be 
supported, because it 
could lend greater 
substance and signif- 
салсе to ош film 
productions, espe- 
cially if backed up by 
the avid viewership 
of our students and 
teachers. 

Still, the Metro 
Manila Film Festival 
cannot be permitted 
to become complete- 
ly commercial, to the 
utter compromise of 
quality and values. 

And it should re- 
solve its curent 
problems involving 
its selection of offi 
cial entries soonest, 
so the viewing public 
and our film people 
don’t completely give. 
up on the film fests 
ability to reform it 
self. 


Feedback 
CONCLUSION оғ 
Jonathan Araullos 
letter: “TV people 
should realize that 
television and radio 
have the power to de. 
stroy or develop soci- 
ety. Any knowledge- 
able broadcaster 
knows (ask the me- 
dia people who ran in 
the last elections) 
how the electronic 
media can influence 
not only individuals 
but the entire coun- 
try—and the world. 
When this power is 
entrusted to an indi- 
vidual or company 
they have the oblig 
tion to use it respon- 
sibly. Television and 
radio are expected to 
inform, to entertain 
and to educate, with 
all three aspects giv- 
en equal time. 

Third, if TV people 
think that entertain- 
ment should domi- 
mate their program- 
ming, its time for the 
government and oth- 
er sectors to re-think 
the ways and means 
of how frequencies 
are awarded to cer- 
tain groups. Perhaps 
а commercial broad- 
casting system is not 
appropriate for our 
country. 

“I am not suggest- 
ing that we scrap the 
commercial aspect of 
television, but we 
should not leave it to 
‘advertisers to shape 
the broadcast. indus- 
пу. We should find a 
balance where the 
broadcasting system 
can contribute signif- 
icantly to nation- 
building, and at the 
same time be able to 
sustain itself. 

"This is better than 
some groups primari- 
ly making money out 
of vital government 
property — without 
paying rent, while 
exploiting what they 
think the people 
want" 


Motorcade 

THE STERLING 
Campus Idol singing 
search hits the road 
with a motorcade 
this Friday, Sept. 24. 
It starts at SM Harri- 
son Plaza, goes past 
different schools in 
the University Belt 
area, and ends up at 
San Beda College, 
where live auditions 
will be held. 

Sterling Campus 
dol is presented by 
Sterling Notebook, 
Avanti Ballpen and 
Pentel Writing Instru- 
ment, and produced 
by DL Media Focus 
International. For de- 
tails, call 886-4407. 
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benefited „from this 
upbeat development, 
to the point that local 
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ТС xopularity and box- 
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cma 7 axes Phoemela 
from Extra Challenge’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz 

GMA 7 has “prematurely” ended its 
talent contract with “Extra Chal- 
lenge" co-host Phoemela Barranda 
because "certain provisions" in the 
contract have not been met. 

СМА Network head of publicity for 
news and public affairs Jayce Perlas 
confirmed this to INQUIRER Entertain- 
ment last Tuesday. Perlas, however, 
refused to say which contract require- 
ments Phoemela failed to meet. 

А GMA 7 insider said the provi- 
sions in Phoemela's contract do not 
concern her commercial endorse 
‘ments or ramp modeling jobs, but “a 
bad habit.” 

Phoemeles talent contract with 
GMA 7 is scheduled го expire this 


month, the modelTV host told IN- 
‘quinen Entertainment in a telephone 
interview. 

Phoemela also did not want to 
comment on the issue, saying “it is а 
egal matter." She referred INQUIRER 
Entertainment to her manager, Jing 
Monis, who is now in New York Ci 

Phoemela has been getting good 
reviews as Paolo Bediones’ “new part- 
пег" when GMA 7 decided to termi- 
nate her talent contract. But she said 
there is no bad blood be- 
tween her and GMA 7... 

She said she wanted to 
“pass the opportunity (of 
hosting ‘Extra Challenge?) to 
other girls,” and at the same 
time “accept other offers.” 

Phoemela won the "Ka- 
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Sep 23 LASALLE vs FEU. _ 
Sep 24 | UPHDS vs PCU{ifnecessary | 
Sep 25 BLUE Live in Manila 

Sep 26,LASALLE vs FEU 

Зер 30, LASALLE vs FEU [if necessary. 
Oct2 UAAP ALL STAR GAME 

Dec 11 | JULIO IGLESIAS CONCERT А 
Doc 25 DISNEY ON CE: Princess Classics 


palit" competition for a new co-host 
for "Extra Challenge" last December 
2003. She competed a la "Fear Factor" 
‘with former beauty queen Joanna Pe- 
fialosa, cable host Reema Chanco, 
former beauty queen and host 
Josephine Canonizado and sexy co- 
median Ethel Booba to fill the slot va- 
cated by Miriam Quiambao. 
Phoemela hosts "Extra Challenge" 
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with "Texter's Choice" winner Ethel 
Booba. 
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MTB TV idols | 10:00am to 8:00pm 
& Teen Pop Stars | Extreme Fun Games, 
‘Activity Center Art and Music. 
featuring Francis M. 
Central Plaza 
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Sept 26, Sunday, 
4:00pm 
Nyoy Volante 
with Mannos 
Activity Center 
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Developed and managed by Ayala Land. Inc. Another retail innovation. 
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` Starting October 1; . 
Sun Cellular will let you 


| call and text all you want, 


Sun to Sun*, 


Hurry and be one 
of the first 
neu subscribers 
to get it FREE! 


j 


Ls {local calls and texts only. 


With Sun Cellular's 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, you can call and text all you want Sun to Sun. For postpaid subscribers, just 
pay P250 a month on top of the Monthly Service Fee. For prepaid subscribers, load up 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited via call 


Subscribe from October 1 to 31, 2004 and be one of the 
first new subscribers to enjoy up to 30 days of free trial. 
New postpaid subscribers’ free 30-day trial period starts on 
the Ist day of their billing cycle. New prepaid subscribers’ 
free 15-day trial period starts 24 hours after their first call 
or text. Active Sun Cellular postpaid and prepaid subscribers 
as of September 30, 2004, will also. enjoy the same free 
trial periods. 


[P100 ^ 
| P250 


Now with better network, better value. 


For more information, viit www.suncelularcom ph. You may okso ай the Sun Cella Hatine 395-8000 or dia! 200 using your Sun Celular phone. CELLULA 
ч зж Everything Important is Under the Sun 
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The Ultimate Release 
from Engine Stress. 
Fram Petron. 
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ADB raises RP growth forecast to 5.5% | 
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Stocks end higher for 3rd day 

STOCKS rose yes- 

terday as the cen- 

tral bank signaled 

it wanted to fue 
economic growth by not match- 
ing a hike in US interest rates. 

Analysts said investors 
snapped up favored blue chips 
1ке second-ranked mobile phone 
firm Globe Telecom Inc. top 
property frm Ayala Land inc. and LE 
leading mall developer SM Prime ыы 
Holdings Inc. 

Telecom stocks have been favored due to expectations the sector will 
continue to benefit rom huge demand for mobile phones, while many ana- 
М said the property sector now coming out ofa prolonged slump. 

“The central bank sald yesterday it remained comfortable with US in- 
terest rates ater the US Federal Open Market Committee raised its 
benchmark rates by 25 basis points to 1.75 percent, adding to similar 
increases in June and Augus. 

The Bangko Sentral n Pilipinas has not touched its benchmark rates 
since a cut of 25 basis points in July 2003 that matched a similar move 
by the Fed. The bank's overnight borrowing rate is 6.75 percent and its 
lending rate is 9 percent. 

“Tis В good lor tne market. Despite inflationary pressures due to, 
rising ol prices, the central bank wants to Көр the economy strong." 
said АВ Capital economic analyst Jose Vistan. 

“The maln stock index rose 0.42 percent or 7.2 points to 1,727.88 
points, even as losers beat gainers 43 to 37. Theindexis up 18,8 per- 
Cent this year, making it one of the top performers in Asia. Reuters 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ASIAN Development Bank yesterday upgraded its 
economic growth outlook for the Philippines for this year 
and 2005, but warned that the country would be among 
the Asian countries likely to suffer the worst from the sky- 
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‘Among the group of 10 cour 
tries comprising developing Asia, 
the bank also said Thailand and 
the Philippines would be the 
worst hit by rising oil prices. Oth- 
ers that were expected to be 


run may be required,” it said. 

Overall, thebankhasjackedup — | 
its economic growth forecast for ! 
‘Southeast Asia to 6.2 percent this 
year and 5.7 percent next year, 
from the earlier outlook of 5.7 


rocketing oil prices. 

In its semi-annual Asian Devel- 
opment Outlook, the banik pro- 
jected that the domestic economy 
‘would grow by 5.5 percent this 
year and nextyear, up from 5-per- 


cent projection during the last as- pines, while performing well, are most industrial countries. The 
sessmentin April. —— performing below their poten- bank said there was a need to 

"he upward revision was tials," said ADB's chief economist phase out fuel subsidies and 
prompted by the higher-than-ex- Izal Ali 


pected 6.3-percent growth in gross 
domestic product (GDP) in the first 
half of the year, which was driven. 
by strong consumer spending. 

But the Philippines is still seen 
among the laggards in Southeast 


Asia this year, along with Indone- 
fa and Cambodia, which are 
forecast to grow this year by 48 
and 4.5 percent. 

"Indonesia and the Philip- 


“Vietnam is the stellar per- 
former in the next two years, fol 
lowed by Singapore, while Thai- 
land will continue to do well. 
Malaysia has also rebounded si 
nificantly” he said. 


‘energy sources. 


REVENUE COLLECTION ` 
Gov’t agencies miss targets 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THENATIONAL governmentis being urged to 
strictly monitor the revenue-collection per- 
formarice of government agencies amid the 
country's lingering fiscal problem. 

According to the National Tax Research 
Center, an attached agency of the Department 
of Finance tasked to conduct revenue-related 
studies, there were quite a number of agen- 
cies that have been under-performing in 
terms of collecting revenue for the govern- 
теш. 

“Attention should be called of agencies 
among the Top 50 collectors who have not 
met their collection targets,” the NTRC said in 
a performance report on the collection of gov- 
‘ernment agencies submitted to the Depart 
ment of Finance. 

‘The collections being expected from gov- 


етте agencies consisted of the revenue 
coming from service fees and charges they get 
from the public. 

NTRC said the government agencies that 
failed to reach their collection targets by the 
biggest margins during the first semester of 
2004 included the Department of Energy, the 
‘Commission on Higher Education, the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs, the Department 
of Labor and Employment, and the Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 

The DOE only collected P106.14 million 
compared with its P1.16-billion target. CHED 
only collected P30 million compared with its 
P1i7-million target. The DFA collected only 
P421 million versus a target of P1.2 billion, 
DOLE collected only P39.89 million against a 
target of P93.74 million. Lastly, ERC collected 
only P43.52 million compared with its 
P78.57-million target. 


severely affected included main- 
land China, Hong Kong, India, 
Korea, Malaysia and Singapore. 
Tenoted that the most vulnera- 
Ме economies were those highly 
dependent on ой imports and 
were less energy efficient than 


adopt measures to encourage the 
more efficient use of oil, such as 
providing tax incentives to devel- 
ор and use alternative renewable 


“Selective measures to bring 
down oil consumption in the short 


percent and 5.4 percent, respec- 


tively. 
Vietnam is seen growing by 7.5 
percent this year and in 2005, 


and Singapore, by 8.1 percent 
and 4.2 percent, respectively. 

On the other hand, Thailand is 
expected to grow 6.4 percent and 
66 percent this year and next 
while Malaysia is seen growing 
by 6.8 percent and 6 percent. 

In the case of the Philippines, 
the ADB said that achieving early 
consensus on reforms was eriti- 
cal. Despite the stronger growth 
expected, he warned of the ad- 
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SMC allots Р15В 
for local expansion 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FOOD and beverage giant San Miguel Corp. 
(SMC) will set aside P15 billion starting this- 
year until 2006 for local expansion pro- 
jects 

“This consistent focus to grow our home 
market reflects SMC's continuing confidence 
in the Philippine economy" Eduardo M. Co- 
juangco Jr, SMC chair and chief executive of- 
ficer said in a statement. 

A significant portion of SMC's expansion 
will be in the countryside, helping generare. 
employment and livelihood particularly in 
the rural areas. Sources said the expansion 
would be financed through existing cash 
and credit lines. 

'SMCis scheduled to inaugurate this year its 
Pure Foods Hormel Plant in Cavite as well as 
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With its revolutionized aerodynamic casing, smoother transmission, 

enhanced braking performance, and airier interiors, your all- 
favorite people carrier takes you to a new dimension in mobility 
no other vehicle of its class can match. 


OTHER FEATURES: Leather steering wheel and shift knob -Foldable 


trays * Sliding door handles with safety locks: 
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the growing work- 
force, as indicated by 
the rising unemploy- 
ment and underem- 
ployment. 

‘The bank said the 
attainment of its 
more bullish growth 
forecasts for the 
Philippines this year 
and next would de- 
pend on key reform 
programs. 

"While some ana- 
sts have disputed 
the President's ‘fiscal 
crisis! assertion (оп 
the basis of a tech 
cal definition related 
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KEPPEL Philippines Marine Inc. will hold its special stockholders! meet- 
ing on Nov. 10, 8:30 a.m. at the KPH Boardroom, Country Space | Build- 
ing, Makati City. Stockholders of record as of Oct. 22 will be entitled to 
vole at the meeting. 

ELECTED officers of Far Eastern University were Lourdes Montinola, 
chair; Aurelio Montinola Ill, vice chair, Lydia Echauz, president; Angelina. 
Jose, corporate secretary; Fe Canilao, chief financial officer; Lydia Palay- 
рау, vice president-academic affairs; Ceferino Sta. Maria, vice president- 
operations; Herminia Maliwat, treasurer, Glenn Nagal, comptroller; Cecil 
ia Anido, AVP-academic affairs; Renato Silva, AVP-operations and Sev- 
erino Garcia, compliance officer 


PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co. disclosed the purchase by com- 
pany chair, Manuel Pangilinan, of 10,455 PLDT shares at P1,330 each. Gam- 
‘pled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 
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DOF puts P91.9-B budget deficit cap on 14 GOCCs | 


By Michelle V. Remo Light Rail Transit Authority, Home lion was more than half of the LRTA were projected to be re- ment had a bigger share, a sub- the national government. й 
Guaranty Corp., National Housing P125.5Lbillion combined budget duced to only P13.525 billion and stantial amount of its borrowings _ These include the removal of 
HOPING to inject fiscal discipline Authority, Manila International deficit ofthe monitored GOCCs. — P6995bilion, respectively. ‘were intended to bail outGOCCs. the automatic guarantees of the t 


АО о fms, the De. Airport Authority Philippine Eco-  FollowingNapocorwastheNa- LRTA expects its budget deficit _ The government outlined sever. national government on borrow- 
partment of Finance puta cap on nomic Zone Authority, Philippine tional Food Authority with to be reduced partly by the ex- al measures to cushion the adverse ings of GOCCs and putting a cap 
Tie combined budget фейс of National Ой Co., Philippine Ports P10.640 billion, and the Light pected approval of its request for impact of the GOCCS’ finances on on the salaries of GOCC officials. 
the 14 monitored government. Authority, Metropolitan Water- Rail Transit Authority with fare hike. 


owned and controlled corpora- works and Sewerage System, Na. P9.016 billion. ‘State-owned companies are 
tions (GOCCs) for next year. tional Development Co., Local For next year, the government under fire for contributing tê the ` 95% * OFF! 
The 14monitoredGOCCswere Water Utilities Administration, wants Маросогз budget deficit heavy fiscal burden borne by the m UPTO 0 


directed to post a combined bud- National Electrification Adminis- lowered to only P59.736 billion already financially troubled na- 


get deficit of Р91.86 billion in tration and National Irrigation (including that of Transmission tional government. MANY UNUSED Restaurant 

2005, 27 percent lower than the Administration- Corp. and Power Sector Assetand ОР the PS Sarilion public sector Equips! os! Motorbikes! 

Prasisitilion budget gap ex. The DOF monitors these firms Liabilities Management Corp.). 8х last year, the national govem- 5 

pected of them this year. due mainly to their heavy losses, The expected lower deficitwas ment accounted for P3.4 trilion, and Factory-Direct AUCTION! 
"he monitored GOCCs include especially Napocor. partly attributed to the recent over P25 поп was contributed by | video fom Sept 20, 10-3pm@ SM Megamall 

the following: National Power  Forthis year, Napocorsexpect- and coming powerrate hikes. the debes of state-owned firms. ‘Viewing: Зер! 22 å 23, 2004 from 9-5 pm 


Corp, National Food Authority, ed budget deficit of P80.346 


DTI accredits 1st F xem | 
certification body | ~~ 2 à 


y 
af Ded с 
превезе? | fae og 


‘The budget deficits of NEA and While the national govern- En es wnt tte Sart M 20 пос pert 
Т Whare: Entrance of Eastwood City. bes 


Citibank Bldg. Pls call for fax of map. 
What: Chrysler Voyager 2002, US/Euro 
sof ice cream machine, UNUSED Swiss 
restaurant equips, UNUSED Germar-ech 
‘motorbikes, UNUSED Japan gensels, etc. 
‘Others: P10,000 Refundable Cash 

Call # 638-3333, 638-3388 NOW! 
WANT CASH? CALL US IF И WANT to 
SELL to the HIGHEST BIDDER 1 


Bureau of Product Standards has accredited PRX zd 
GS Philippines Inc ss ап environmental pesci m 
managemen: system (EMS) testing and et j 


Tj Philippines 

fication agency. А аР) 
The accreditation means SGS Philippines 3rd MAP International CEO Conference 

Ine. can now conduct testing on and issue cer- areational' CE 

tification to companies wishing to get ISO * * E 

14001 or the EMS quality check. Survive and Excel In Turbulent Times 
SGS Philippines сап now check the adequacy потат 190 Tiny 

ofthe EMS compliance of a company's production ا‎ айа ы 

‘system based on local and international environ- SESSION ON "BEING A 21ST (SPONSORS: tasi peera | 

‘mental laws before they can be issued ISO 14001. CENTURY LEADER" کے‎ Se 
The system of environmental audit for 

those companies seeking SO 14001 include | ооо, me tmi eni macie ASTET Microsoft 

checking the company’s pollution controland | going business im we es 

control of hazardous chemicals pies wae he пош | _ BosinessWorld 
The ISO 14001 certificates to be issued by cerni -— ] = 

SGS will provide the necessary credibli | гос e eoa sl р | س‎ 

added value and recognition that will make it leader. Given the multfeceted =” 

easier for certified companies to sel their | rots thet come wen bong a [ mte] 100,000 - 499,999 


products or promote their services in other leader, ths irward іол 


Countries since the system is aligned with in- | Seseo wi emen 


500,000 - 999,999 


ternational standards. Moreover, the accredi- Eoi cae 
tation scheme assures consumers that the | Боловсон ^ томи 39,508,209, 
products and services they are buying from | thet mar facitate or hnde? Dr. RICHARD S. WELLING 
Companies certified by accredited CBs meet |  Heeeresporsetochangng | siorieaPeasertrGabausteny! € RCBC 
standard requirements. anna, Sy qw 
DTI-BPS director Jesus L. Motoomull said wi эво help executives gon o 5 
SGS Philippines was the first certification Detter insight into the key (AA n Lan HA 
body accredited Юг150 14001. oop му И са 
With this development, more companies | E ta e тышым] „шысы, 
‘will be encouraged to apply for ISO 14001 ‘even тоге. ы ——Ó 


certification," he said. 
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BUSINESS 


SINGAPORE—Asian shares dipped on 
Wednesday amid concern about the 
strength of Japan's recovery, while the dol- 
lar languished after a widely expected US 
interest rate increase. 

Lackluster Japanese trade data helped 
push the Nikkei down 0.6 percent to a one- 
month closing low of 11,019.41. 

Electronics companies were among the 
biggest losers, including Toshiba Corp., 
which fell 1.5 percent. 

‘The benchmark 10-year Japanese gov- 
emment bond (JGB) reflected fears the 
Japanese export-led recovery was faltering. 

Yields dipped 1.5 basis points to a four- 
month low of 1.460 percent, before retum- 
ing to previous levels. 

"Clearly, the Japanese economy has al- 
ready peaked, even though some people 
still say it will remain strong," said Tadashi 
Kikugawa, head of JGB trading at Morgan 
Stanley. 

‘The MSCI index of Asian share markets 
outside Japan fell 0.1 percent, and its tech- 


Asia shares dip on Japan fears 


nology component declined one percent. 

South Korea's index dropped 2.6 percent 
as investors interpreted central bank com- 
‘ments as meaning an expected rate cut 
would be delayed. 

‘The central bank pledged preemptive 
steps should rising inflation threaten al- 
ready weak consumer spending. 

Profit-taking was also a factor for some 
recent gainers. 

‘Samsung Electronics Co. Ltd, the 
worlds biggest maker of memory chips, 
slipped 2.4 percent, and Hynix Semicon- 
ductor Inc. fell 4.5 percent. 

Hong Kongs Hang Seng Index fell 0.1 
and Singapore's Straits Times. Index 
dropped 0.4 percent. 

Wistalia wes a bright spot. Stocks re- 
sumed a record-breaking run, reaching а 
new high as mining firms rose on the back 
of higher base metal prices. 

The benchmark S&P/ASX 200 index 
rose 0.4 percent to a record 3,644.3 before 
ceasing back a bit. Reuters 


MESSAGES 


1 JOIN the people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in celebrating 
their 74th National Day. 


The consolidation and foundation of the Kingdom by King Abdul 
Aziz (Ibn Saud) in 1932 is indeed a very important event. It marked 
the creation of a great, prosperous and united nation that is a bas- 
tion of progress in the Middle East. Today, the Kingdom is а key 
player in the world's economy, a partner in the growth of developing 
nations, as well as a force for understanding among peoples of all 
faiths. 


ake pride in the friendship and close cooperation that have per- 
sisted between our governments and peoples these many years. You 
continue to be gracious hosts to our many overseas workers, who in turn have ably contributed 
to the development and industrialization of the Kingdom. Our bilateral relations in trade and 
industry, and our common stand on important international concerns, remai 
and strong as ever. 


аз consistent 


I therefore have no other wish than for this celebration to bring forth greater progress in the 
Kingdom and a deeper sense of brotherhood and partnership between Filipinos and the Saudi 
people. On behalf of the entire Filipino nation, Г extend my regard to the people of Saudi Ara- 
bia, and wish you all a joyful and meaningful celebration! 


Mabuhay! 


GLORIA MACAPAGAf-ARROYO 


President. 
Republic of the Philippines 


kam {ш Congratulation 
tothe Kingdom of Gaudi Matis 
on tts Th National Say 


|, SABIC Asia Pacific Pte Ltd 
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Sa Domestic Money Transfer, di lang sa 
sigurado rin ang padala mo kahit pa 


THIRD FOR THE YEAR 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2004 


US Fed raises interest rates 


WASHINGTON—The US Federal Re- 
serve on Tuesday raised interest rates 
for the third time this year by a quar- 
ter of a percentage point and said the 
economy was regaining momentum, 
signaling at least one more to come. 

The widely expected and unani: 
mous decision by the policy-setting 
Federal Open Market Committee 
moves the benchmark federal funds 
rate—which influences credit costs 
throughout the economy—to 1.75 
percent from 1.5 percent. 

"The central bank lifted short-term 
rates by matching amounts at its poli 
cy sessions in June and on Aug. 10, 
ending a long period of super-low 
borrowing costs. 

Many economists expect a fourth 
rise at the next meeting on Nov. 10, 
about a week after the US presiden- 
tial elections. 


mained balanced 


Day 


ON THE 90 Sha'ban 
МОН corresponding 16 
Sept. 23, 2008, the King- 
dom of Sadi Arabia cele- 
‘brates its National Day. Itis 
the 74th (based on the He- 
grah calendar) celebration 
(fa momentous event in ns 
history. proclaiming the 
unification of the different 
tribes of the Kingdom un- 
der the leadership of King 
‘Abdulaziz bin Льва 
man- Al-Saud (May the 
Blessings of Allah be upon 
him) 

On this day in 1351H (1932). Arab history recorded бе binh ofthis 
ямс with supremacy, power and dignity in the land of the Arb penin- 
Sula. This wide and узы эше adopted all means of development and 
achieved stability and progress. and made the Holy Book of the Gener- 
оов Allah and the Hadith of Tis Messenger Mohammad (Peace be upon, 
firm) as ts contin and way of life. 

"Aller more than 70 years of satchood and adopting a series of five- 
уг development plan that started in 1970 and now the end yer of the 
Fh Pin, Saudi Arabia has achieved remarkable developments. The 
factis hat development in the Kingdom has not only boen about build- 
ing roads, airports. seaports, factores, water desalination plants, clec- 
икау, tecommunicsons networks and plants, but equally, if not 
more importantly, has been about improving the well being of the 
‘Sud poopie and enhancing their capabilities by providing them beter 
‘cation and heath services, a cleaner environment, ctc- 

The pasi six five-year plans, emphasis were on economic growth, 
development of human resources nd diversification ofthe economy 10 
‘eae dependence оп ой. However, the seventh Pian was formulated 
‘wih the resolve о face the new challenges, such аз fast rate of growth 
of population, unemployment, the need fr spesding economie diversi- 
ation, privatization, and dac antenon to the need of continuous cx- 
pansion and maintenance of infrastructure. Н also includes reforms of 
фе adminisrative snd financial setup, anû restructuring of government 
Services to rabe the efficiency of delivering services. Another major 
ете inthe plan is strengthening the development of technology and 
informatics trough the buildup of a national science and techonlogy 
ase, considering the fact that growth has become increasingly пей 10 
the ievel of financial grow, 

"As the Tih Plan sending tis year, the proces of planning in Saudi 
Arabia is now entering a new stage characterized by greater emphasis 
оп expanding private sectors role, increasing reliance on indicative 
Planning жий longer time horizon-up to 20 years, again, continuous 

in human resources development, and increasing emphasis in 
Science and technology as the giobal economy shifts o knowledge 
таз сооту 


Greetings and Best Wishes to: 


“After moderating earlier this year 
partly in response to the substantial 
rise in energy prices, output growth 
appears to have regained some trac- 
tion, and labor market conditions 
hhave improved modestly” the Fed 
said in a statement outlining its deci- 
sion, which also increased the largely 
symbolic discount rate to 2.75 per- 


The Fed also said inflation pres- 
sures and expectations had eased de- 
spite a rise in energy costs. 

It said risks to the US economy re- 


growth and higher prices and repeat- 
ed a pledge to undertake a “mea 
sured” course of rate increases. 
Analysts said the Fed, with its care- 
fully couched language, seemed to be 
keeping its options open on whether 
to steadily ratchet rates up or take a 


Special PROJECT _ 
74: N. ational 


pause if economic data weaken. 

A Reuters poll of 22 top Wall Street. 
bond dealers found all agreed the Fed 
‘would boost interest rates a further 
quarter percentage point in Novem- 
ber. 

‘At that point, 15 dealers think the 
Fed will hold at 2 percent through the 
end of the year while seven predicted 
another quarter percentage point 
hike at the eighth and final policy-set 
ting session on Dec. 14. 

One concern this year is that a soft 
pace of job creation and higher ener- 
gy prices have put strain on con- 
sumers, who were the main support 
for a teetering US economy in the 
slow recovery from the 2001 reces- 
sion. Retail sales fell in August. 

Some economists believe the soft- 
ness may persist and that the rate-ise 
cycleis near an end. Reuters 


between weaker 


Shing to а new gear, the Soudi-Philippincs relations is more than 
ever geting stronger everyday. Every new day, some 300 OFWs arive 
inthe Kingdom, joining the almost 1 milion Filipinos who made Saudi 
Arabia their second home, Since 1973, millions of Filipino workers 
have worked in the Kingdom, Some hundred thousands of them have 
been retumoes or keep coming back ater thcir contacs had finished. 
Many have invited their immediate families, relatives and friends to 
joi them in Sandi Arabia. Some find not oniy livelihood but peace and 
Tranquility in Sandi Araba. 

‘Furthermore, the humanitarian eoncem of the Saudi leadership re- 
sortis of race or religion, was demonstrated by the assistance extend- 
Si by HRM Crown Prince Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz to the Filipino 
Siamese twins who were successfully separated in Saudi Arabia, Fight- 
‘montivold Princess Ann and Princess Mae Manzo were joined at the 
abdomen and pelvis and shared lower organs. They Nw to Saudi carly 
‘his year and were separated in March afier a marathon 20-hour opera- 
оп. The surgery by a 48 па medical team cost $320,000 and was 
‘paid bythe Crown Prince. Saudi Arabia's medical expertise in separat- 
{ng conjoined twins is considered to be among the best in the word 
Бн scs of twins have been successfully separated recently. The 
Crown Prince has instructed the Saudi Arabian Embassy to continue 
locking after Princes Ann and Princess Маш. The twins aly with 
their parents wore recived by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo in 

locamang on July 7. The President said the gestare of Iis Royal 
Highness, Crown Prince Abdullah, serves ав а living symbol of the 
‘dose relationships between the Philippines and Saudi Arabia as well as 
tne sincere friendship between he peoples of he two countries, 

"The average ttl trade between our two counties is more than SI 
billion a year with ой importation genting the bigger chunk. We do hope 
thatthe Philippines, like ts Astan neighbors, should get a bigger share 
inthe Saudi import market. The presence of a big number of OFWs in 
the Kingdom wili pot only be a market of Philippine products, but they 
could also promote the products to the Saudi market. 

The partnership of ine PNOC and the Saudi Aramco in the Petron 
wherein the Saudi Aramco bought 30 percent of Petron in 1993 for 
SS40 milion has been beneficial to both parties, Aside from the prof- 
italy of the ventre the Philippines is garante a continuous fow- 
ofthe Saudi oil rough Petron. 

Lastly. we welcome and wholeheartedly suppor the resumption of 
the GRP-MILE peace negotiations with prayers ни that it will result to 
‘lasing peace Mindanao and that development and prosperity for all 
Sectors wil take place 

"We extend also our congratulations to Her Excellency President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo for ber triumphant state visit o China, and 
wishing her good hes and more success in the forthcoming Apec 


The Custodian of the Holy Mosques 
King Fahad Bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 


His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Abdullah 


Abdul Aziz 


His Excellency Ambassador Mohammed Ameed Wali 


The Saudi Arabia Government and the Saudi People 


On the Celebration of their National Day 
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Being produclive today requires that you gel more work done — offen away from your desk. That's why the HP Compaq Business Notebook nx5000 
hos been designed 1o deliver optimum productivity without compromising portability. Powered by Intel® Centrino?" Mobile Technology, il boasts builtin 
wireless LAN capability with extended battery life enabled by а MuliBay battery. Better sil, this increased power doesn't come with exlra bulk. The НР 
Compaq пх5000 is only 3.67em thin; and al a featherweight 2.8kg, you'll barely notice i's wth you. Of course, this model is merely one of our diverse 
range of business notebooks thot con accommodate any requirement you might have. Combine allthis with HP's industry-leading suppor! and service 


‘and youl discover thot finally, your workploce needn't be your office. 


Gel more technology, expertise and support from HP's Smart Office solutions. 


HP COMPAQ BUSINESS 


HP recommends Microsoft® Windows? XP Professional. 
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2 wo Thing Car 7252700 


REAL ESTATE 


‘Penge типны 
FOR SALE OR RENT — 9 — — —— 


отар Cu 7221021 


am 


P4500 7.000 


OTHER REAL ESTATE GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 
TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE күтүлүү 
ишсин 
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‘Don Fann By Bureau Ol 
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RATES 

P245 per column centimeter P75 per line 


ad Turbocharger бав 


Casing oP ts 
1и Oct 19,2004 Portabla Neck Analyzer, VMB PEDIIOISMINBIESS. 1380000 
ЖЮРИ биес. PNARS- of 
Kata loon олана 
м Mechanical Parts or Viga APO PBIATOIBMAMADIBSA 15300010 
DPP "Pelis" 
ч Qc 28,2004 Having of Diesel ul tom. MLT PBOSIOADMNMTIEIS 43 21849000 
IOPM. pickup pols 1o PB 119, 
Haa Pû 104 JOD OPP Baslar, 
Room. OPP, Bongao DP, Sas 


DPP. W. Simunul DPP, 
Shui DPP. Balinting 
DPP, M. Mangkaw OPP, 
Tendubas DFP, Mapur 
Der. PB 111, Kalamansig 
DPP, Drag DPP, Lee 
DPP. Abad Santos DPP, 
Taleud DPP, Balut OPP, 
oy Aquino DPP, Hip 
DPP” 


Note A Prebidding Conference wil be held arth folowing i cher: 


Schedule Dele Tine Piace 
ана Obers OTE PN aaa Forcan oom 
шотиши 1+ шш®:12 Pas Fareler Poom 


Complete sets ol Appcaton torm or Egy and Bid Documents may be obtained tom 
the Malerals Management Services Division, Materials Management Dept. ol NPC 
Diman, Quezon Ciy win Tel. No. 9245357 / 9245477 upon payment ol non tlie. 
fee ol PHP 500.00 per schedule staring on September 23, 2004 rom 8201 1120 AM. 
‘ony No bid documents wil be issued 3 days before the dale ol bidding. 

‘Bids wil be received he assigned Bidding Room. MSD, MMD, NPC, Dien, Quezon 
(Ciy on na dale and ime speched above afer which Еру Requirements and Did 
Proposal wi be opened in Ве presence ol atecg bidders. Catiate ot Пева 
issued by PSOIMMSO wil be honored provided ha he Ceniatoni stl vali 
Prospective Bidders shall signly conlormanes biting terms and condtons as required 
and sal ensure the same rough propor submissiontesecuton in accordance wih he 
IRR o! Repl Act No. 9184. 

The Bier shall famish as part o cher bia, a bid ecu in the amount equivalent oa. 
percentage olhe approved budge or he coriract o be idin e formo! Cash, Manager's 
Сале'в Check, revocable Leler of Credi- Ono Percent (1%), Bank Guarantee- Ore. 
‘anda hal percent (15) Surety Bond- Two anda half percent (2 5%) peral and calable 
оп demand issued by a Surety or Insurance Company acceded by те Oe ol he 
Insurance Conmissen. 

NPG reserves he right to reject any or abids at any ime priar to award ol conac waive 
any delete тегел, and accep he ойо mast advantageous to the Corporation, without 
"hereby curing any ol he боми: а) айу whatsoever llle expenses or losses 
Ta bidder may inour in the preparaton ol e bs and b olanon to nar he allecied 
‘ade orders ol he grounds for he basis f ha BAC s acon. 


(Sod) LORENZO S. MARCELO 


Charman, Bids and Awards Commitee 
MMSONPC 


р-дин па. a 


® 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 
‘the Puno Pressa Cay Water Dci PPCWO) its ВАС metes al trend and 
укм spins ders and manisctrrs ar egit and 1o ore 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
єз Rial Avenuo, Puerto Pancesa Ciy 
“Yo Nos 432-2408, 423 5032, 433-0002 
Fax ho. (48) 433 8803 


‘Spy and атау o sores eros ol рев and inge 
Lol pipes = P 05671185 
SCRIPTION эш ounan 
Ueve pipes CL 150 WALA zsommoxen  }Шюв 
PVE poss CL 180 WIRA ттт р 
UPVC puos CL 180 WIAA corte) 10те 12р 
HOLE SOn Milio mm ose as) отток Отт 195pcs 
ТОРЕ SOR 17 omm Oousaagaj Бото т, Tire 


кот? FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE ABOVE VARIOUS TYPES OF 
PIPES P 017938. 

Intarostod partas may glib ы documents at ha BAC ой, PPCWD a 263 Aizal 
ы а 
‘mei be contene ий va hod on October в. 200, om si PPOWD OR 

оооу equrearts ча ba aor teer dao submission ar 
‘opening chs on Genere 2004 mt omaes 1.00 pm. BOD онсе wal ао 
rr paves Supt тө Согон (ABE) Р 3088800 om De Cy 

опто Pa tes tra Regions (RA) ol Repub Act No. 9184 Series ol 2000 

“tho Det динов ба пун о jc ny or ай ias without lle any reason lo 
wai by or has neri on асар! such la be PPCD BAC may cenar 

"Ta ore дош, crac tho PPCWD ВАС Chairman, Eng. Vel О. Амоа o tet 
0.459 2400 or ene a ponalar т соп com. 


(ооа ENGR. VICENTE D. AREA 
“Sharman 
pt за Oet. 1.208) Bias ana nas Come 


UFS National Summit slated 


(i presets 2) 


ALL systems go for the first ever 
United Filipino Seafarers (UPS) 
National Summit as sponsors of 
the event guaranteed their all-out 
support. 

"The said summit which will 
take place on Sept. 23-26 is the 
first alter former president Fidel 
Ramos officially declared eight 
years ago the last week of 
September as the National 
Maritime Week, in honor of the 
seafarers nationwide 

ploiting on this annual 
event, several corporations that 
are closely working with the UF 
and RP Events took the initiative 
in sponsoring this occasion to 
come up with the summit which 
seeks to honor and uplift the lives 
of the seafaring workforce 

Among the sponsors are 
Philam Life, Globe Telecom, 
OPTY, Touch Mobile, SmartLink, 
Globe Kababayan, San Miguel 
Beer, Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA), STI, 
Philam Care and DZMM. 

This event is also made pos 
sible through the cooperation of 

таптем of Trade and Indus 


try, CREBA, Pag-Ibig, PhilFoodex, 
Philippine Franchise Association, 
Asia Pacific Institute of Entrepre 
neurship, SB Corporation and 
Center for Small Entrepreneurs. 

‘This event also aims to help the 
families of every seafarers to 
manage their finances and earn 
more by venturing into small ог 
‘medium scale business. 

UFS leader Engr. Nelson 
Ramirez knowing the plight of 
every seafarer and now that a lot 
of them are stil searching for jobs 
or in the brinks of unemployment 
їп face of the stiff competition 
from the foreign counterparts 
prompted him to organize this 
summit for ће first time. 

‘The event will also include job 
fair, livelihood conference, 
franchising seminar, medical 
mission, brain-buster contest, 
variety shows, raffles, singing 
contest and more surprises 

Organizers of the event said 
this gathering will also open 
doors of opportunities not only 
for the seafarers but for 
everybody else involved in the 
maritime industry. 


< " 
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NOTICE OF LOSS 
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“Tan Driver идеи 
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CORDIALLY 


The sub-hemes. 


4) Planning and Design 


Marketing and Estates Management 


en п Сэл та 20 da of gat 200 o rgo Са. 


NATIONAL REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION, INC 
(The One-Stop Trade Organization) 


9" NATIONAL CONVENTION & EXHIBITS 


Emerging Concepts 2) Development Regulations : Standards and 
Procedures 3) Project Financing and Implementation 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


IBB 
Marketing Assistant, Philippines 
“The International Broadcasting Bureau (ВВ), 
арап of the United States Government, is 
looking for a Marketing Assistant in Manila to 
perform a wide variety of routine marketing. 
темей activities. The IBB includes the Voice 
ОГ America radi and television service, one of 
the largesi newsgathering organizations in the 
word and a leader in providing news and 
Entertainment programs around the globe 


Applicant MUST have an in-depth knowledge 
of the media environment in the Philippines; 3 
years experience working for a broadcast 
Station; excellent interpersonal and negotiation 
skills; be able to travel occasionally; be fluent 
in spoken and written English: be able to work 
independently with litle supervision. 
Applicant must be mature, resourceful, have 
initiative, etc. 


Responsibilities: Assist Regional Marketing 
Director (RMO) in Bangkok: Maintain close 
contacts with regiona U.S. IBB offices; 
Update IBB affiliate database; Monitor and 
research media developments in the 
Philippines; monitor VOA broadcast on 
various stations in the Philippines: arrange for 
equipment installation; write weekly reports: 
negotiate rebroadcast agreements & perform 
other duties as assigned. 


Fax your detailed resumé and letter to Joyce 
Ngoh at 66-2-205-5707, send by email to 
тороп @ibb-bkk.org or mail it to BB, The 
Millennia Bldg., Rm 1501, 62 Langsuam Rd., * 
Bangkok 10330, Thailand. Applications must 
be received by close of business on September 
24, 2004. 


d 
Pur ie 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Regional Office 6 


Boy. Quintin Salas, Jaro, odo Cty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The National Food Authority, Region б, wih is fice at Brgy. Quint Salas, 
эю, lio Cty tesa пике Prud Securty Agencies (PSAs) win esabisned 
"peratons and fica Westem Visayas to rege. арру lor etQbity and io td 
Tr me provin cl еситу services п Regen & 

The Apoicaton Forms or Registration may bo obtained rom АВАС Secretariat 
аю Mariou M. Pagontaan, 2nd For, Boto Regional Осе ater payment ol ror 
Telundabio Appkcatce Fea of P500 00. 

Oniy hose PSAs which have been registered wah NFA тау cotain rom АВАС 
Secreta, the Eigesty and 84 documents upon payment ol addfonal non- 
ranslerable, non-refundable Eighty Eng Fee ol P1,000.00. 

Pre Bing Conterence and he Being Proper shal be conducted al he NFA 
io Regional Otce Conference Room, 2nd Fo Jaro, Holo Сау. on the folowing 


Time 
во0лм-500РМ 
BooAM-500PM 


E 
толы 


THE NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BID 
PROPOSALS, TO WAIVE ANY REQUIRED FORMALITY OR DEFECT THEREIN 
AND MAY ACCEPT THE BIO WHICH IS DEEMED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
‘THE GOVERNMENT. 


(S25) JAVIER P. LOZADA, JR- 
Regional rector 


INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THE 


THEME: “CREATING THE NEW FILIPINO COMMUNITY IN THE 21" CENTURY" 


September 23-25, 2004 * 10 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 
MEGATRADE HALL 3, 
SM MEGAMALL, EDSA, MANDALUYONG CITY, METRO MANILA 


S/F BUILDING B 


The Convention theme reflects both the challenges and opportunities faced by real estate 
practitioners in providing for the needs of the increasing number of Filipinos especially those who 
will be living and working in urban areas. 


Techniques and Requirements 4) Project 
Participants wil come form the Private and Goverment 


offices from various regions of the Philippines and other Asian countries. 


REAL ESTATE BROKERS CANEARN1G-HOURCEPCREDITS  ] 


NREA Member 
Non-Member 


Php. 1700 
Php 2300 


Students Php 1000 
‘Accompanying Person Php 1000 


(They may also register directly at the registration booths. ) 
(Includes 2 Lunch, 3 Snacks, 1 Cocktails, Certificate of Attendance, Kit and Convention Documents) 


NOTICE 


=| 


Please make checks payable to: 


NREA 


Email : nrea_org@yahoo.com or nrea@cyberlink.net.ph 
Telephone No. 913-4463 * Telefax 912-3492 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES 


А 
A STAR ALLIANCE МЕМ! > 
s ER YP 


SINGAPORE AIRLINES INVITES APPLICANTS 
FOR THE POSITION OF 


MANAGEMENT TRAINEE 


QUALIFICATIONS & REQUIREMENTS: 
= МВА graduate from a reputable school. 
Good communication skills in English and Pilipino (oral & written). 
Outgoing with good customer service temperament. 
Innovative, IT savvy and goal-driven. 
Independent with strong analytical & problem solving abilities 
Below 30 years of age. 


We offer free travel to any SIA destination, discounted travel and a variety 
of other excellent benefits. We provide training locally and overseas. 


Application in writing enclosing copies of transcript of records, diploma 
and other credentials, and a recent passport-size photo should be 
addressed, before 30 September 2004, to: 

General Manager Philippines 

Singapore Airlines 

3rd Floor, Singapore Airlines Bldg. 

138 H V de la Costa St. 

Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Alternatively, send your application to Mes_MNL@singaporeair.com.sg. 


Only shortlisted candidates will be notified. 


Please mark “MT MNL” at the top left-hand comer of the envelope. 


PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE 
Air Logistics and Support Command 
HEADQUARTERS 420" SUPPLY WING, PAF 
Сал Air Base, Philigpine Ан force 
(ar Fores Cy) 

Angeles Ciy, Pampanga 


NOTICE OF SALE TO PUBLIC BIDDING 
The PAF Disposal Commitee wil receive sealed bids unti 14 October 2004, 6:50 AM at Conference 
Room. 200 Supply Wing, Cark A Base, Angeles Ciy. Pampanga lor he sale fe folowing unservcentia 
son "Ae ig where i bass, 

Lot Number Description 
25709 One (1) tof 10532 
Se tors o миш pate 
257410 - One (1) ot o 28.110 
ino tems of eral ports 
525701 - One (1) et of 22248 
dno teme ol acral parts 
6222.03 - Consisting of One (т) 
NOMAD ale carcass snp 15 
106037 - Consisting o Teo @) 
Fac wi t 9523 А 


EE I 

Сарона уат Basa Ar Base, | Р 

Pondabianes. Pampanga 

Disposal Yar, Basa Alr Base, | Р 

Plordablancs, Pampanga. 

Disposal Yard, Basa Ar Base, | Р 

Pioraablansa, Рапра 

Disposal Yard, Basa Ан Base, | F 

Ропазротса Pampanga 

‘Disposal Yard: Basa Ar Baso, |. Р 

Posteabiones: Pampanga 

NOTICE OF SALE TO PUBLIC NEGOTIATION 
Toeation 

Disposal Yara, Basa Ar B Р 

Flondsblanca: Pampanga. 

Disposal Yard. Basa Ar Base, | Р 

Pondabianes, Pampanga 


Min Bid Price 
801,125.00, 


101280050 


DEEST 


"3600000 


36780098 


BIS Pree 
405,000.00 


Tei Number Description 
© 260-022 - Conssing ol Ten (10) 
To engines wih cantor 
5:28:23 - Conssing of Eight 
(SL 7.28 engres это conor 
[REMINDERS TO BIDDERS: 
T. To перес the properties o determine their actual conion Бекте bidding. 
To дити bid in PAP oficial bd lom. 
елеш money is тане in he frm ol cash or managers check equivalent to 10% o he minimum. 
Da pree 
o be оп teme. No bis wal be accepted once unsoaling ol he bids commence 
Pre ый conference and issuance © Ба Forme P200 00 wl Бе ол 7 October 2004, 9:00 AM at 
‘Conference Room, azom Supply Wing. Clark Alr Base, Angeles Chy, Pampa 
‘Sepecton еледе wi te кот 80 September 2004 10 01 October 2004 at 0800H то 1600H Thursday 
mitia, 
етта ыза wil be on 14 October 2004, 9:0 AM at Conference Room, 420th Supply Wing, 
Clark А Base, Angeles City Pampanga. 
PAF DISPOSAL COMMITTEE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS TO WAIVE ANY 
DEFECTS FOUND THEREIN AND TO ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST 
ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE PAF 
For dotais and schedule inspection, call ILT MARIBELLE А BELILA PAF at (045) 589-2015 юс 8524 or cel 


5 
за 0и. веят s LLANTO 
£5. wel PAF (GSC) 

Beat Wig Soran, 4200 SW 
Cimon. Pur Disposar Commitee. 


358,000.05 


Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
Roxas Boulevard comer San Lus Svest, Pasay Cty, Metro Mania, Pippines 
Telephones (62) 5519498 5513454 Farsi (62) 5513436 

Emal: nio peza govph + Webste wm. peza govph 


Republic of the Philippines 
PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
Roxas Boulevard cor. San Luis St. 
Pasay City, Philippines 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PANASONIC COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
ОР THE PHILIPPINES (PCCP) with plant site at the Carmelray Industrial Park IL — 
Special Economie Zone (СІР II-SEZ) has filed PIONEER STATUS to be granted to its 
production of DVD Muti Disc (DMD) Drive based on newness of product and technol- 
ogy, which if approved, will entitle the company to six (6) years of income Tax Holiday. 
‘Said application has been officially accepted and is under process in this office. 


Any person with valid objections to or pertinent comments on the above-men- 
tioned application may file with the PEZA his/her objections in writing and under oath, 
within fifteen (15) days from the date of his publication. 


Please direct your position papers/comments to the Enterprise Regulations De- 
partment of PEZA (Tel. Nos. 551-9544; and telefax 551-3456]. 
LILIA B. DE LIMA 
Director General 
By: 
(Sad) WILHELM G. ORTALIZ 


Depuly Director General 
for Policy and Planning 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


The public is hereby informed that tho. 
following Official Receipts Nos.: 178364- 
178400 of ABS-CBN Foundation, Inc. 
have been lost on Sept. 9, 2004. Said 
receipts ara herewith invalidated and 
shall nol be honoredirecognized by 
ABS-CBN Foundation, Inc. 

тосын 2.200 


S Deparment of Agresi DAT Jia 
SSE en Fen Perd mu aed cr il De 
Жылу e Crece lara Gat ee DA à Una Мө, 
окшы io ace Deinen s Serco бе ene 
ris fee 


Cosmo's Bachelor Bash 


COSMOPOLITAN magazine unleashes the sexi- 


вз, most gorgeous hunks In 2004 in the 
‘September Ment Men! Мел! issue. Get the 
‘chance to see these sizziing-hot men stripped 
‘down to the bare essentials at the Cosmo Bach- 
‘or Bash, Sept. 23, atê pm. atthe NBC Tent, 
Tre Fort. And to further sizzle up the party, AS- 
tringro-sol loe is inviting al the girs to visl the 


2004 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 


NORMAN м. CAMUNGOL, 


NAPOLEON ө. DAGDAGAN 


Joven. рең, 


ae 


 RODERICK н. VILLANUEVA 


Isauggy, зан peono 


ROBERTO. гаван 


EDGARDOMALUBAG 


nunc, Bocava 


LUTGARDO C MENDOZA 


2004 EXTENDED BOARD 


мена. ESTEBAN CASTRO 


Acosta, 


FEROINAND MAS 


Sponsored by: 


People, Events Products | 


Astring-o-sol oe Kissing Booth Girts get the 
chance to kiss gorgeous hunks in the booth, get 
free samples, and even join the Sexiest Kiss 
‘Game and the much awaited Kiss or Dare game. 


‘Jammin’ at the Pond" 

V THE 898 Fishing Place, Bar and Restaurant 
in Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite wil sage а 1st 
anniversary presentation on Oct 2.7 p.m. 
Acoustic bands like Feedback, 2nd Session, 


апа Revive Band wil lead the one-night, 
‘non-stop party titled “Jammin at the Pond” 
powered by Müsak Pro audio system and 
‘sponsored by Malvar Supermarkets. Tickets 
are priced at P 100 inclusive of one drink 
888 Fishing Place, Bar and Restaurant is the 
hottest anglers hub in Cavite. Itis located in 
Covelandia road, Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite 
some 18 kms. from Manila. For reservation. 
‘all, 888 Fishing Place at (046) 434-0803. 


Free special training 
for Filipino nurses 


«THE PHILIPPINE Women's University is giv- 


ing free training, guidance and counseling to 
graduate and registered nurses in collabora- 
tion with an international group of experts in 
this field Yantra (ҮС) Corp. a duly registered 
Philippine company that has affiliations with 
nursing and healthcare institutions and ex- 
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perts notably in the European Union, has 
linked up with PWU to institutionalize a pro- 
gram for upgrading the sklis and competen- 
cies of our pino nurses through informa- 
tion development, hands-on training on sim- 
ulation courses, and upgrading of instruc- 
tional facilities and materials. Interested 
nurses are enjoined to email their resume 
‘and photo to pwunursing@pwu.edu.ph for a 
confirmed registration. 


PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION of the PHILIPPINES ' 


Celebrating 27 years of excellence | in Production Management 


‚ Chemworid 


free seminars 
CHEMWORLD Fra- 
grance Institute wil ot- 


will hold its 17th Annual National Convention at the New World Renaissance Hotel 
оп September 30 and October 1, 2004. The event will cap the year long celebration of 
PROMAP's 27^ anniversary in the field of manufacturing management. Her Excellency 
President GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO declaring the period from September 27 to 
‘October 1, 2004, Proclamation no. 710 as "Production Management Week" 


“Gearing for Growth: Harnessing the Best Practices and Strategies 
in Operations Management 


Keynote Speaker 


Senator Mar Roxas 


MS. AVELYNN R- 
Unleashing the Highest Potential in People 


DR. ANTONIO VILLAFLOR (лт. теат setis) 


Quality Management System That Pays 


MR. EUGENIO S. FLORENDO (reomwrics) 
Integrated Work System 


MR. CESAR Q. GALVEZ Ошо soso) 
Lean Process: А Revival 


MR. RUBENSTEIN 2. 
TPM, A Dominant Tool to Productivity 


MR. RAMON E. SALAZAR (rere. TeOMoLOGY тїз.) 


PANEL DISCUSSION: On Productivity 


GARCIA cuueasu тиг". conr) 


MACABULOS eters wis) 


Speakers. 
MR. REGGIE P. 


deus 


SACLOTE (rersten) 


‘Real Time Inventory Management m€— 


MR. VICENTE C. DINGLASAN (tos toctsrzcs) 


‘Supply Chain Management: A Case Study 


MR. GREG H. BANZON (оо costes Putts. 


үш 


(Outsourcing: Strategic Option for Manufacturing 


DR. AURA C. MATIAS (UP-COLLEGE or EXGINEERING) 
PANEL DISCUSSION: On Productivity 


MR. PETER RAMOLETTE (Qu 
Radio Frequency Identification 


MR. MANNY TANSECO (Cloak MPLEMENTATION SERVICES) 


‘Business Solution for Manufacturing 


Registration Fes: , Members php 5,500.00 


Non-members php 6,500.00 
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Student pho 2500 00 
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RA r mmr LEAN Processes 


Єт ASIA 
EY INCORPORATED 


for free seminars on 
perfume-making and 
aromatherapy on Sept. 
18and25, and Oct. 2 
and 9 (Saturdays), 8 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
half-day hands-on. 
training will give partici 
pants practical and 
technical knowledge on 
perfumery and aro- 
therapy. Easy-to-fol- ! 
Jow formulations plus 
tips on howto starta 
fragrance business wil 
be presented in the 
seminar. Complete sup- 
plies and materials, in- 
cluding a comprehen- 
sive manual, willbe 
made available. Thus at 
‘the end of the seminar, 
Chemworld guarantees. 
thatthe participants can 
start the business as 
soon as they get home. 
While the seminar itself 
is free, there is a mini- 
mal fee of P100 to cov- 
er cost of the materiais 
which wil be used in 
the hands-on session. 
The compounded per- 
fume products may be 
taken home by the par- 
ticipants. Ifyou are 
looking for a serious 
business opportunity, 
corporate give-aways, 
or holiday presents, 
here's the answer. For 
reservation, all interest- 
ed parties can call (02) 
890-9844 t047 ext. 14 
ar 39 and look for Alex 
Guiao or call mobile 
numbers 0917- 
8736547 and 0917- 
8736548 or send email 
to chemurld@in- 
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"Tam the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in Me, will live even when he di 


Our Mast Beloved 


Na, Esperanza “Pinky” G. Gum 


Peacefully passed on to eternal life to join our Lord 
on September 15, 2004 in Vancouver, Canada 


She is mourned by her I husband, Dan 
Parents, Serafin and Virginia Gonzalez 
Siblings, Tonito & Eileen, Marianne & Ted, 
Cristina, Raymond & Thess, Georgina 
and the Gonzalez, Zamora and Gunn Families 


Her remains lie in state at Capilla de la Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City from 
‘Thursday, September 23 to Sunday, September 26. 


In celebrating her blessed life, funeral services will be held on Sunday, 

September 26 after an offering of the Holy Eucharist at 2:00 o'clock in 

the afternoon. Interment will be on Sunday, September 26, 2004, at the 
Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque after the Mass. 


In lieu of flowers, please send your donations to PGH Medical 
Foundation, Inc., Ground Floor, Nurses Home Philippine General 
Hospital, Taft Avenue, Ermita, Manila 
Tel. Nos. (632) 536-2874; (632) 521-8450 local 3061 
Email: sec@ pghmedfoundation.org 


Lam the way, the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me. John 14:6 


SOCORRO SANTOS PAULINO 


of Oas, Albay 


Peacefally joined her Creator 
on Sept. 21, 2004 at the age of 79. 


Her loving children Angelita and Baldur Host of 
Stuttgart, Germany; Fr. Felino Paulino of Seattle, WA.; 
Roberto and Ruth Paulino of San Diego, CA.; Chona and 
Amor Tayamen of Legazpi City; and Magdalena and 
Stephen Lucas of Bremerton, WA.; her grandchildren, 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence at #34 
Olbes St., Vel-Amor Subd., Legazpi City. 


Funeral Mass will be at the Our Lady of Fatima Church 
at Tahao Road, Legazpi City at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, 
September 25, 2004 and interment will be at Prestine 
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Memorial Gardens, Legazpi City. 


lam/ 


the way, ی چیه‎ batt a ier t hp. 

the truth prm 
and the J | CARMENCITA І. DAGDAYAN 
No on „с, 
comes ‘on September 22, 2004 at the age of 68. 
to the Her loving chiliren СЫ and Roy: and grandson Kevin: bother 
Father Emer, Gene and Leony: sister Ning and relatives request the readers 
except to join them in praying for her eternal happiness in heaven. 
through Her body lies їп state at 2601 Ok Panaderos St, Sta Ana, Manila 


Interment wili be on September 25,2004 at the Loyola Memorial 
Park in Sucat, Parañaque after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 


тег 
Shih 


Always caring... 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: Ө Copy of Death Cerificate Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT « MESSAGE OF THANKS « DEATH ANNIVERSARY + REQUIEMS * FREE ОВТ 


Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses 


his life for my sake will find it. Mathew 10:39 


of 
Bani, Pangasinan and Badoc, Ilocos Norte 
Husband of Aurelia Obtinario (+) 


November 7, 1909 - September 21, 2004 


Children: 

Nora and Deo Custodio 
Lilia and Jose U. Fernandez 
Jose Voltaire and Antonieta 

Elena and Carlos Yu 
Facundo Jr. and Bernadette 
Tita 
Pitoy and Cris 
Cherry and David Padua 


Grandchildren and Great-grandchildren 


His body lies at Santuario de San Jose, 
East Greenhills, 
San Juan, Metro Manila 


Interment will be at Manila Memorial Park 
following the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
on Saturday, September 25, 2004. 


Our Dearly Beloved > 


of Jolo, Sulu and Quezon City 


Peacefully joined the Lord and her husband Lee Peng Ching 
on September 21, 2004 at the age of 94. 


Her children Chin Chu & John Ramos Yeo (1), Chin Bee (1), 
Carolyn & Enrique Luy, Evelyn, Pat & Bernadette, Robert & 
Linda, Rosalind & Lee Hiong Wee, Dennis & Annabel, ` 

‚ Marilyn & Perry Pe, and Carmen & Robert Tan; grandchildren, 
ҮЕ. great grandchildren and great great-grandchildren request the pious 
„readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


\ — „Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz (Superior Chapel), 
& Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


interment will be on Saturday, September 25, 2004, 9:00 a.m. 


E. 


"Hear me in the wind 
See me in the season's change 


ae 


The Philippine Breast Cancer Network 
marks the September 23rd as 


Fallen Breast Cancer Warrior's Day 
All are enjoined in a moment of silence in memory of 
all the women in our country who fought a fierce 
battle against a most unacceptable environmental 
epidemic that has become the leading cause of death 
‘of women in the Philippines today. 
“Kalayaan mula sa Breast Cancer!" 
Textiine: (0919) 314-2072. 

Email: <pbcn@iname.com7 
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Power-intensive Luzon users to choose own source 


By Abigail L. Ho 


STARTING July 1, 2006, Luzon 
power consumers using at least 
1 megawatt (MW) of electrici- 
ty can choose from which pow- 
ег producer they would source 
their power requirements. 

This was due to the imple- 
mentation of the the open ac- 
cess transmission service 
(OATS) in the region. 

Under the OATS, large pow- 
ег users would be allowed to 
use the National Transmission 


Corp.'s transmission lines to 
source electricity from their 
power distributor of choice. 

Visayas power.users would 
be afforded the same privilege 
after six months, Energy Secre- 
tary Vincent Perez said in a fo- 
Tum at the University of the 
Philippines yesterday. 

Several conditions, however, 
have to be met, as under 
Republic Act No. 9136 or the Elec- 
тїс Power Industry Reform Act. 

These include the Energy Reg- 
latory Commissions approval of 


the} 


YOUR PROBLEM: 


SEVERE DANDRUFF 
and SCALP IRRITATIONS 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Scalp Corrective 
Treatments 


Shampoos alone may not be enough to stop excessive 
dandruff, oily hair and scalp, constant itchiness and other 
irritations that can lead to hair loss. You'll need a more 
advanced and effective solution: Svenson International. 
Our Scalp Corrective Treatments will thoroughly cleanse 
your scalp to provide the ideal environment for healthier 
hair growth. You'll soon be free from the discomfort 
and embarrassment of your particular scalp problem. 


You don't have to suffer from dandruff and other 
irritations. Take the Svenson solution for the correct 
scalp maintenance. Call Svenson for a FREE hair and 
scalp check-up. 


Svensson 


JUR CHOICE NOT TO BE BAID 


мәкт 


MARCH 31 ; APRIL ОЗ, 2005 


WORLD TIRADE CENTER. MANILA, PHILIPPINES 


‘unbundled transmission and dis- 
‘mbution wheeling charges, the 
intial implementation of the 
‘cosssubsidy removal scheme, 
the establishment of a wholesale 
electricity spot market (WESM), 

privatization of at leas 70 per- 
ent of the National Power Corp.'s 
generating capacity in Luzon and 
Visayas, and the transfer of man- 
‘agement and contro of at leas 70. 
percent of total energy output of 


Napocors 
producers to IPP administrators. 
As of June 2004, the ERC 


independent power 


has already resolved 76 per- 
cent of ай unbundling cases 
filed by distribution utilities. 

Unbundling means separat- 
ing the components of a power 
users electricity bill, to show 
separate charges relating to 
generation, transmission, dis- 
tribution and supply. 

For the cross-subsidy re- 
moval, the first phase began in 
September last year, 
second installment to be imple- 
‘mented this month. 

‘This means taking away sub- 


sidies within the Luzon grid, as 
Metro Manila power users are 
subsidizing electricity con- 
sumers in the rest of Luzon. 

Subsidies between the Lu- 
zon and Visayas grids would al- 
sobe removed. 

‘The Power Sector Assets and 
Liabilities Management Corp. 
(PSALM), on the other hand, 
was working overtime to meet 
the end-2005 target for the pri- 
vatization of 70 percent of 
Napocor's generating capacity 
in Luzon and the Visayas. 


ith the 


CAPITAL EXPENSES 


LRTA to borrow 
P7.2B for 2005 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE LIGHT Railway Transit Authority has 
committed to limit its borrowings next year to 
P7.17 billion, or 21 percent lower than this 
years P9.11 billion. 

IRTA counts on borrowings to meet its 
funding requirements of P12.93 billion for 
this year and P12.47 billion for next year. 

Of this years funding requirement of the 
agency, P3.82 billion will come from the gov- 
‘ernment and LRTAS operating revenue. 

The railway agency, which operates LRT 
Line 1 from Monumento to Baclaran and Line 
2 from Santolan in Pasig to Recto in Manila, 
has outstanding debt of more than P30 billion. 

Asof Augus, the LATA booked а йе over Pl 
billion in revenue, up 25 percent from about 
P800 million in the same period last year. 

From the projected P2.28 billion this year, 
LRTAS operating revenue is expected to reach 
P3 billion in 2005. 

Despite the projected increase in revenue, 
the governments share in LRTA funding is 
expected to go up to P2.32 billion in 2005 
from P1.53 billion this year. 

IRTA Administrator Melquiades Robles said 
the agency would пу to cut coss and realize 
some Savings for the goverment while a petition 
for a P10 fare hike was being deliberated, said 
Robles, who recently took over the LRTA top post 
from former Nueva Ecja Rep. Pacifico Fajardo. 

Robles said LATAS finances should improve 
as ridership, especially in Line 2, was expect- 
ed to increase once the Recto station starts op- 
erations in October. LRTAS Line 2 carries an 
average of 100,000 passengers daily while 
Line 1 has about 300,000. 

From January to Augus, the LRTA said it gen- 


erated P128.6 million in sales from Line 2 against 
P106 million a year ago. Revenue from Line 1 
went up to P9043 milion during the eight-month 
period against P790 million last year. 

“То save оп costs, we plan to localize the 
purchase of spare parts without sacrificing 
safety. We aim for efficiency and austerity” 
said Robles. 

The 1АТА said expenditures would reach 
P12.74 billion this year and dip slightly to 
P12.47 billion next year. Capital outlay and 
debt servicing are expected to account for the 
bulk ofits expenditures this year and in 2005. 

This year, the LRTA said it was pro- 
‘grammed to spend about РВ billion for capital 
expenditure, P2.88 billion for debt servicing 
and P1.62 billion for operations. It is sched- 
шей to settle P237 million in obligations that 
was not paid in the previous year. 

In 2005, the railway agency said capital ex- 
penses would go up slightly to P8.26 billion while 
debt servicing would go down to P2.51 billion. 
Operating costs would inch up to P1699 billion. 

Even with increased ridership, the railway 
authority is pressing for a P10 fare hike so it 
could reduce losses. The railway firm loses 
about P1 million daily due to subsidies given 
to commuters in the form of low fares. 

According to the LRTA, the proposed new fare 
structure would stil be cheaper than what other 
‘countries in Southeast Asia were charging. 

Tn peso equivalent for roughly the same 
distance traveled, it was shown that Taipei 
RTC charges P75.04; Taipei Hsin Tien, 
58.46; Japan, TRTA, P57.18; Singapore 
MRT, P35; Kuala Lumpur LRT, P29; and Sin- 
gapore Bukit Panjang, P25.82. 

LRTA fares range from P12 to PIS while the 
fare charged by MRT 3 range from P9.50 to PIS. 


DTI backs proposed 
new Ro-Ro routes 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and 
Industry is pushing for a pro- 
posed executive order that identi- 
fies alternative routes for the roll 
оп roll-off (Ro-Ro) terminal sys- 
tem in a bid to reduce transport 


costs of basic goods. 


‘According то Trade Assistant 
Secretary Norman В. Hocson, the 
proposed EO was drafted with 
the aim of encouraging non-com- 
mercial port operators to go into 
commercial operations. 

The draft EO, which was pre- 
sented during a recent meeting of 
the National Price Coordinating 
Council, was also meant to create 
alternative Ro-Ro routes for the 
delivery of vegetables, fish, meat 


and canned goods. 


With the expected reduction in 
transport and delivery costs, 
prices of these products were also 
seen to be substantially drop. 

The proposed EO will comple- 
ment EO No. 172, issued in Jan- 
wary 2003, which promoted the 
Ro-Ro system as an extension of 


said. 


HIBITOR'S REGISTRATION FORM: 


| at (02) 412-3311 or (02) 412-6964. 


Fax back form at (02) 372-1796. For further inquiries, contact Mr. Nicole Macalinao 


brandt Hotel). 


Winners of the Annual Binhi 
Journalism Awards will also be 


the national highway s 

"The costs incurred in Ro-Ro 
shipping routes are lower by 30 
percent in terms of freight cost 
and terminal fees,” Hocson 


He said the draft EO would be 
circulated to concerned paries 
such as the Philippine Ports Au 
thority and the Maritime Industry 
Authority for their comments and 
recommendation 

The Strong Republic National 
Highway, a combination of road 
and Ro-Ro systems, covers the 
following routes: Batangas City 
to Calapan and Roxas in Oriental 
Mindoro; Iloilo City to Caticlan 
and Boracay in Aklan, and Ba 
colod City to Dumaguete in Ne- 
gros Oriental to Dapitan in Zam 
boanga del Norte. 

Earlier this year, a study com- 
missioned by ihe Japan External, 
‘Trade Organization identified the 
following new links for the Ro-Ro 
system: Boac, Marinduque to Lur- 
cena City; Abra de Пов. Mindoro 
Occidental to Batangas City; Don- 
sol, Sorsogon to Aroroy, Masbat 
Maasin, Leyte to Ubay, Bohol; 
Manapla, Negros Occidental to 
Ajuy lio; Samal Island to Davao 
City; Terate, Cavite to Mariveles, 
Bataan; Atimonan, Quezon to Ala- 
ban Island; Mambajao, Camiguin 
m. to Jagna, Bohol; San Pascual, 

Masbate to San Narciso, Quezon 
to Pasacao, Camarines Sur; and 
Caticlan, Aklan to Semirara Island 
то Bulalakao, Mindoro Occiden- 


PAJ celebrates 28th year 


THE PHILIPPINE Agricultural 
Journalists Ine. (PAJ) will cele- 
brate is 28th Anniversary on Fri- 
day, Sept. 24 ar the Jumbo Palace 
Restaurant, Tomas Morato Exten- 
sion, Quezon City (across Rem- 


announced during the affair. 

The PAJ is an association of ed- 
itors, reporters and correspon- 
dents from mainstream media, 
and information/media officers 
of private and government agen- 
des involved in agriculture, 
agrarian reform and environ- 
ment. 
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Wis Filipino racers 
EE are also fuel misers 


By Tessa R. Salazar they feel the pinch of rising fuel Ramirez—still active at the Miata tailgate a bus to minimize wind throttle, very gentle with thebrak- Ас the end of that fateful Hon- 
prices. Their big advantage, of Cup at the age of 71—has been drag, nor did he roll up his win- ing, and anticipated alot. He built da econo-run, even Pocholo 
N OW heres a fre- course, is that with their advanced the talk of the town since achiev- dow and turn off his air-condi- the momentum and tried tomain- couldn't believe his eyes. Now, 


JP Tuason 


ent phone-in driving skills, saving fuel has be- ing a near-impossible feat of49.7 tioner. He just did what 40 years tain it,” said race driver Georges Pocholo says that feat can be re 
9 р! соте second nature for them. Тһе km per liter during a Honda econ- in motorsports has taught Ramirez, one of Pocholos four peatable. "If you're going to do 


question: do YOU ‘good news they tell us is that we omy run. hhim—drive impeccably, sons who's also into racing, any fuel economy driving, you 
really need to buy expen- don't have to be racing superstars If you think he turned off the “When Dad did it with the Hon- | 5 should never go over 80 kph be- 
sive equipment to attach to to leam how to save fuel. engine while running to save fu- da econo run it was just a straight Keeping engine speed low ^ cause above that you'll be using 
your car to save on fuel? Racing legend Pocholo el, think again. He didnt even drive, and he was very lighton the “One of his techniques was up more gas than if you were 


keeping the engine speed low at driving it less,” he says. 

1,500 rpm or even 1,200 rpm be- And it isn't such a good idea to 

. fore shifting up. If your transmis- drive slow in order to save fuel as 
sion ratios are good then at 1,500 well “The key isto get to a higher 

трт the speed of the car is al- gear because it's the gearing that 

ready good,” said racer Kookie will give you the economy. If the 


We decided to “transfer” this 
flammable query not to ашото- “i, 
tive and fuel experts (we'd get the 

same “technical” answers any- 
way), but to the people we knew 
constime fuel the most: career 


SG RUE Al Hose vens Ramire,Pocholseldestson, rpms low, that is what will give 
Бшш he wel geting Boy Сап one drive fast and stili be you economy,” Pocholo stresses. 
beating the clock and one anoth- economical? But how do you force an auto- 


‘At 80 to 100 kph, keep an eye matic transmission to change 
onthe tachometer as well. Pocho- gear when the tachometer reach- 
lo advises to keep the rpm (en- es 2000? “You ‘fick’ it (meaning 
gine speed) low. Every time the abruptly step a little harder), 
tachometer reaches 2000 rpm, then release. It will change gear. 
then shift gears. So even if you're In manual transmission, just ac- 
goingat 80 or 100 kph, keep your celerate until you reach 2,000 
rpm at 2000. 80-kph, Kookie rpm and then shift.” 
says, is the most economical In other words, Pocholo says, 
7 speed, given that the engine "Drive with your tachometer and 
speed is also low. FILIPINO! CE 


er has left these drivers “street 
wiser” in terms of the strange in- 
terplay between driving habits 
and engine response. 


Big advantage 

Furthermore, these гас- 
ers—whether they're into circuit, B 
motorcross, rallycross, or Formula 
3 racing become your regular 
drivers on the highways, Like us, 
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‘justia for como 


Eqepped with comer ond acc. 
Sanson for easy par 


You move ahead of the times by taking the lead. 
in setting new trends. You improve on your assets to 
keep you on top. Just like the New Corolla Altis 2004 
with a high-performance 1.8 VVT- engine. 
itis equipped with a computer that matches the timing of valves 
to your driving situation. The result is greater pull, precise control, 
Cleaner exhaust and better fuel efficiency. 


Drive it to appreciate its now level in style and comfort. 


Own it to prove that the best can be better. 


NEW COROLLA 


2002 ALTIS 


1.8G 4-cylinder in-line, DOHC, 16-Valve 
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‘THE MOST common reaction to 
any increase in prices is anger 
"Thats not surprising because, Бу 
nature, man hates seeing his bud- 
get disturbed. He will rejoice if 
it's a reduction of prices. He will 
raise his voice if it's an increase of 
prices. By nature, man is selfish, 
self-centered, self preserver. 

Take the case of the increased 
toll at North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEX). When the toll was in- 
creased sometime ago, many 
protested. They were those who 
normally belong to the flock of 
the knee-jerk: one angry fellow 
normally attracts a throng, espe- 
cially ifthe anger is of common 
mature, such as the lashing of the. 
pocket. Its called the mob men- 
tality. One provokes one with the 
surefire approach: go for the 
jugular-money. 

But not everybody is angry. 
‘And that includes me. I, for one, 
take the toll increase on a differ- 
ent plane: itis both logical and le- 
gal that tolls be increased in light, 
simply, of the billions of pesos 
spent to rehabilitate the nearly 


40-year-old МЕХ, 


FULL 


erator. 


Contrary to common notion, 
the new toll at NLEX is not ап- 
other unreasonable price in- 
crease. What is being collected 
now is the accurate toll compu- 
tation, which has again, simply, 
been enforced in order to oper- 
ate and maintain the new МЕХ 
in tip-top shape all year round. 
I now regularly traverse thi 

highway and I really find it a 
very enjoyable right altogether 


SSANGYONG Motors not only offers SUVs, 
recreational and passenger cars that break the 
barriers in design, power, features and price, it 
also continues to make a big impact in the 
global car market, including the Philippines. 

Now, get ready to be awed by its latest 
innovation of the leading Korean carmaker, 
the Rodius-Stavie MPV. 


Outstanding features 

Just out of the plant last May, the Rodius- 
Stavie is outlined by outstanding features 
that are sure to give other multipurpose ve- 
Jücles (MPVs) stiff competition. 

The Rodius-Stavic is run by a 2.7-liter 
diesel engine, one of the biggest and most 
economical engine displacements among 
existing MPVs in the market today. Of Ger- 
man technology, the CRDI engine is similar 
to the engine of the Mercedes-Benz ML 
270. The engine is noted for being power- 
ful, economical and environment friendly. 

Except when compared with a full- 
fledged van, the Rodius-Stavic is most spa- 
cious with a seating capacity of 9 to 11 per- 
sons, Measuring 5,125 mm in length and 
1,915 mm in width and packaged in a sleek 
aerodynamic design, the Rodius makes а 
commanding presence on the road. Whats 
more, itis mean with a FTronic Speed au- 
tomatic capability, and a power plant that 
delivers a maximum power of 165 ps/4,000 
mpm and maximum torque of 347 
gum/1,800-3,200 rpm. 

"The Rodius-Stavic rides on 225/65R16 


From page CI 


you will save alot of fuel.” 

“There's just one setback to this 
technique. Overtaking another 
vehicle might take a lot of work, 
‘or not feasible at all since the rpm 
ranges (1,500 to 2,200) do not 
give the driver enough power to 
pass. 


‘Suave Marave" 

Asian Formula 3 champion Pe- 
pon Marave just left yesterday for 
Indonesia to compete in а Formu- 
la 3 race. But before leaving, he 
issued this fearless challenge to 
taxi and jeepney drivers: let the 
three of them drive the same car, 
with the same amount of fuel and 
end in the same destination. He 
guarantees that he'll end up with 
20 percent more fuel 

Not that he's showboating. 
Marave even spill the beans on 
how hell do it: 

Momentum conservation. Pe- 
pon says you build up speed (up 
to 100 kph) “and try to maintain 
it. Conserve momentum.” But 
isn't high speed guaranteed gas 
guzzling? Not so, replies Pepon. 
ЎА gas guzzler is when youre do- 
ing a hundred and you dont 
know how to anticipate what's in 
front of you, and you keep on 
braking, then decelerate again 
and then build up speed again. 
les the erratic speed condition 
that is fuel consuming." 

‘Thus, smooth driving is also 
another technique to save on gas. 
Step on itever so gently. "Malakas 
sa gas yung bomba ka ng bomba, 
apak bitaw apak bitaw (You con- 
sume more fuel when you Ке 


of fuel.” 


TANK, 


each time, even as it has yet to 
be totally completed. My only 
plaint at the moment is the 
honcompletion of the NLEX re- 
habilitation in its targeted date. 
Correct me on this, please? 

+ But the toll, I repeat, is not 
another price increase; it i 
new toll computation for a new 
tollway system. Lest we forget, to 
the new NLEX is an entirely 
new investment, with new de- 
sign and new features offering 
а new level of service under a 
new management and new op- 


Bottom line is, newness ex- 
plicitly implies quality As I 
keep saying, quality has got to 
be a little expensive, if not 
downright expensive, as in a 
luxury car. 


The new Camry, unveiled in 
July, has been making heads turn 


class for so long, the new Camry 
has been equipped with a much 
higher level of performance with 
the introduction of a new 3-lter. 
V6 Wi engine. Not only is Toy- 
огуз flagship model superpower- 
ful and impeccably elegant, it al- 
so gives you the best combination 


оп stepping hard on the accelera- 
tor)" Anticipate four or five cars 
away, and you won't have to ap- 
ply the brakes that often. 

‘Anticipate even before turning. 
the ignition. Pepon advises that 
you plan your trip and choose the 
route that would be conducive for 
smooth driving. 


‘Smooth shifting 

Smooth driving doesn't only 
entail the gas pedal, but also the 
power transmission as well. For 
gasoline engines, Pepon says that 
32,500 rpm he would already be 
shifting. For diesel engines it 
could even be lower, at 1,500 to 
2,000 rpm. 

"The type of engine used is also 
a big consideration. For city driv- 
ing, Pepon would prefer driving 
оп а diesel engine. For pure per- 
formance, gas is better. "But tak- 
ing everything into considera- 
tion, it's more practical now to 
get a diesel.” 

Throw that clutch driving habit 
out of the window, Pepon stress- 
es. "It will not only destroy the 
clutch, it will also consume a lot 


‘The best fuel saving technique 
is when you share the car, and the 
fuel expenses in a car pool. Pepon 
‘considers himself an advocate of 
the car pool. "I wish there were 
car pool lanes on Edsa, a special 
lane for cars with three or more 
passengers." 

Does he advise owners of large 
engines to junk the big one and 
get the 1.3- or 1.5-liter instead? 
No need го, 
р large engin 


of new exterior and interior de- 


sedan. 


ket. 

“In Toyota, we 
strive to be the 
best that we can 
be. We continue 
тае ош 
standards, to 
‘compete not on- 
dy with others, 
but also with our- 
selves,” said Toy- 
оа Motor Philip- 
pines 


m м. 


tires, It has a rear-wheel drive system, 
which spells more economy and lesser en- 
gine wear and tear. Safety is guaranteed 
with its front airbag, 4-channel ABS, and 
front and rear ventilated disk brakes. 


Value for money 

All this notwithstanding, the Rodius 
comes at an affordable price, a value-for- 
money feature that will definitely delight 
intelligentcar buyers. 

Says Salvador "Dingdong" Lopez, sales 
manager of Wheels Automall, the exclusive 
distributor of Ssangyong vehicles in the 
Philippines: "We give value for your money 
because the options and features that are 
available in other car brands are also avail- 
able in Ssangyong. However, with us you 
spend several hundreds of thousands of pe- 
sos less. The Rodius-Stavic is cheaper, 
packed with more features, more estheti- 
ally appealing and can seat more.” 

"The Rodius-Stavic, according to him, is 
very popular in Korea and it is in fact in big 
demand there. In the Philippines, the initial 
inventory that Wheels Automall brought in 
sold like hotcakes. 

This indeed is a testament to the grow- 
ing acceptance of Korean vehicles in the 
‘country owing to their leverages over the 
more established brands in terms of price, 
design and features. 

The Rodius-Stavic is offered only at 
Wheels Automall located at 222 E. Ro- 
driguez Sz Ave., Quezon City. 


right, you can 
fuel efficiency.” 


ning on idle." 


he replies. Though а 
would always con. 


"The Camry has been the con- 
sistent leader in йз class since it 

barged imo the сооту n 2002 

It has remained as the bestsell- 2 
ing model in the midsize huru- p 
ту sedan segment so far 

ds year with а 52 per- 
cent share of the mar 


president. 
Nobuharu Tabata 
Camry's launch. "With the rein- 
troduction of the 2004 Camry, we 
are making the best among the 


during 


The Camry's new liter, V6 
WEI engine provides ample 


advanced technology of the 
IMZFE engine enables the 
driver to effortlessly accelerate 
in a harmony of power and re- 
sponsiveness by generating а 
‘maximum power of 212 horse- 
power. at 5,800 rpm, an in- 
crease of 55 horsepower from 


sume more fuel, “if you drive it 
maximize its 


Driving big engines 
means avoiding idle time as 
much as possible. Por Tuason 
Racing School teacher JP Tuason, 
big engine cars (2 liters up) con- 
sume more fuel because of the 
traffic situation in Metro Manila. 
Says JP: "Were always stuck in 
traffic, the car is always idle, it 
just consumes a lot of fuel when it 
stays ile. Smaller engines con- 
Sume less gas when theyre run- 


He stresses that drivers should 
keep an eye on the tachometer. 
“Keep within the correct power 
band. Make sure you're not over- 
revving or underrewving the en- 
gine." Revving higher than 3,000 
rpm makes the engine consume 
more fuel than it needs. But 
revving below 1,500 rpm is also 


signs that elevates the new model 
into a truly luxurious premium 


brighter illumination. 


the previous model. The new 
Camry also features a new 5- 
speed automatic transmission 
Super ECT that delivers versa- 
tile and optimized response for 


ty Discharge) headlamps that 
radiate a sharp and aggressive 
aura with its clearer looking 
Jens and inner accents that form 
“the three ovals. The new HID 
technology has been adopted 
for longer lasting bulbs and a 


New NLEX toll reasonable; Camry catch 


Ces 


Al Mendoza 


wherever it goes. I'm not sur- torque, quick acceleration, out- better fuel economy. and vertical adjust feature with 
prised one bit. Considered as standing fuel efficiency and ex- Опе new feature of the 2004 the controls easily located at 
‘America's best-selling sedan in its hilarating performance. The Camry is the HID (High Intensi- the center armrest. 


that help an 


The front seats are equipped 
with power reclining, sliding 
and cushion vertical adjust 
while the rear seats are pow- 
ered with the same reclining 


‘The 2004 Camry is equipped 
with new active safety features 
accidents. Its 

clearance and back sonar sen- 
sor provide great help when 
-parking as И displays and alerts. 
the driver for obstacles, while 
the new HID lamps emit greater 


illumination for increased visi- 
bility during night driving. 

Finally, one touch of a button 
releases an automatic sun- 
shade providing instant com- 
fort and luxury for the rear pas- 
senger. 

The 2.4 Camry is already an 
excellent buy. With the -iter 


Camry, costing only 
P1,680,000, the catch is, who 
needs a Rolls Royce? 


QUOTE ME. 1 agree. Lets ar- 
тей motorists using the cell 
phone while driving. 


Ssangyong unveils Rodius-Stavic MPV Super motorbikes featured 


at sport truck, custom car show 


THIS year's Caltex Delo Sport Truck & 
Custom Car Show will now include 
super motorbikes and bicycles as part 
ofits regular event highlights. 

‘The Bike Show will have its own se- 
ries of displays, bike show competi- 
tion, seminars and other unique fea- 
tures. It is set from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3 at 
the Megatrade Hall of SM Megamall 
B, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City. 

То be showcased are bicycles for 
special use such as mountain bikes, 
touring bikes, velodrome bikes and 
triathlon bikes from Trek, Cannon- 
dale, Shimano, Colnago, Seven and 
Corima. The Manila Sport Car Club 
will display a special bicycle donated 
by BMW, which was used by the secu- 
rity marshals during the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. The bike can be folded for 
easy storage and has many features 
that are innovative even today. 


Clubs 

Several motorcycle and bicycle 
clubs are represented in the show. 
‘Among them are the BMW Owners 
Society of Saferiders, Ducati Desmo 
Club, Greenhills Cycling Club, HD 


Filipino racers are also fuel misers 


right 


Other checklists 


‘would also help save gas: 


ой grade, the dirtier he 


difficult for the engine, as it does 
not burn the fuel properly. 

‘A well-maintained car is also 
necessary If your car is not tuned 
up properly there's a lot of gas 
wastage as the unburned fuel 
merely comes out ofthe tailpipe- 


His other to-do checklists that 


* Eliminate jackrabbit starts. 
Accelerate slowly when starting 
from a dead stop. Don't push the 
gas pedal down more than 1/4 of 
the total foot travel. This allows 
the carburetor to function at peak 


engines 
run. And if it doesn’t run very 
lean. it affects the engine's per 


Riders, National Motorcycle Sports & 
Safety Association, Philippine Scoot- 
er Federation, Vintage Motorcycle So- 
ciety Philippines and the Manila 
Sports Car lub. 

Most of these clubs are also joining 
the open class competition for motor- 
cycles. Notable entries to the compe- 
tition are 2004 Ducati 999R, 2001 
Ducati Monster 900, 2004 Ducati 
749, 2004 Harley Davidson Classic 
Softail, 2002 Harley Davidson Fatboy, 
2002 Suzuki GSX 1300R Hayabusa, 
1977 Colin Lane Racer Bike, 1979. 
Bob Jackson Tandem Bike, 1942 BSA 
‘Clubman 600, 1964 Triumph Trophy, 
1960 Norton Commando and a 1960 
BMW 600. 

Mecca 

Organized by TradeShow Interna- 
tional Inc. the Caltex Delo Sport Truck 
& Custom Car Show has become the 
mecca for sport truck, custom car and 
automotive racing enthusiasts bring- 
ing together under one roof, the most 
wildly modified sport trucks, SUVs, 
pickups and cars in the country. 

This year, more than 50 well-pre- 


efficiendy" 


More tips 


find these tips useful, too. 


nozzle is automatic). 


cent. 


while you're on i 


formance. This consumes more 
gas. The higher quality ой lasts 
longer and helps burn fuel more 


And since rising fuel prices is a 
global issue, we decided to surf the 
Net for "good Samaritans” who 
were willing to share their own se- 
creto saving fuel. We found prac- 
tical tips from howioadvicecom. 
Maybe the guys at the tracks can 


= Buy gasoline during the 
coolest time of the day. Early 
morning or late evening is best 
During these times gasoline is 
densest. Keep in mind that gas 
pumps measure volumes of gaso- 
line, not densities of fuel concen- 
tration. You are charged accord- 
ing to “volume of measurement.” 

* Avoid filing gas tank to the 
top. Overfilling results in slosh- 
ing over and out of tank. Never 
fil the gas tank past the first 
"dick" of the fuel nozzle (if the 


* Keep windows closed when 
traveling at highway speeds. 
Open windows cause air drag, re- 
ducing your mileage by 10 per- 


+ Avoid tailgating—the driver 
їп front of you is unpredictable. 
Not only is tailgating unsafe, but it 


‘Avoid rough 
roads whenever possible, because 
dirt or gravel rob you of up to 30 


pared sport trucks, SUVs and custom 
cars will be on hand to compete for 
class honors and ultimately, for the 
much coveted "Best of Show" award. 

Ramon ToOng, last years sport 
truck “Best of Show" winner will put. 
оп display his tough 44 off-road rac- 
'ers—1985 Toyota Hilux Pickup, 1958 
Chevy pickup and a 1992 Toyota Surf: 
Brian Diaz of Ride Inc. and last years. 
1з runner-up "Best of Show" winner 
will also exhibit his mighty 4x4 off- 
road racers—a Jeep CJ-7 and a Toy- 
оа Landeruiser, Veteran racer Mike 
Potenciano will loan his Formula 
2000 open wheel race car for display. 

The show is presented by Caltex 
Delo with Ambi Pur as gold sponsors 
and Top Gear magazine as major 
sponsor. Minor sponsors are EXO Ar- 
moring, Sunrise Holidays Concepts, 
105.1 Crossover, Magic 89.9, 99.5 RT, 
Wave 89.9, 103.5 Kite, Jam 88.3, In- 
fodyne, wwwyehey.com, Motorcycle 
Philippines, inoumen, Manila Bul- 
letin, Business World, Today, Buy & 
Sell, Vantage Consulting & Solutions 
Ine, Sky Star, Samsung, Taytan Intl 
Corp. and Citibank. 


percent of your gas mileage. 

* Use alternate roads when 
they are safer shorter and 
straighter. Compare traveling dis- 
tance differences remember that 
corners, curves and lane jumping 
require extra gas. The shortest dis- 
tance berween two points is always 
straight. 

* Automatic transmissions 
should be allowed to cool down. 
when your car is idling at a 
standstill, railroad crossings, 
long traffic lights, etc. Place 
gear into neutral position. This 
reduces transmission strain and 
allows transmission to cool. 

* Park caro that you can lat- 
ег begin to travel in forward 
gear. Avoid reverse gear maneu- 
versto save gas. 

So, whats the answer to the 
query? It seems you don't have to 
buy anything more chan what you 
already have since you were 
born. Unlearning some bad 
habits to make room for the good 
ones, aided by the wisdom com- 
ing from your coconut, and you 
could soon easily pooh-pooh the 
next round of ой price increases, 
well, at least a itle bit more than 
the other bad driver 

* Check your owner's manu- 
al for recommended. mainte- 
nance intervals. 

* Make sure to maintain 


efficiency. affects your economy if he slows clean air filters as diminished 
* Make sure tires are inflated down unexpectedly. airflow increases gas wastage. 
properly. * Think ahead when ap- * Have suspension and chas- 
JP also makes sure he uses only proachinglills.Ifyouaccelerate, sis parts inspected for occa- 
high-quality oil. "The lower the do it before you reach the hill, not sional misalignments. Bent 


wheels, axles, bad shocks, or bro- 
ken springs would create engine 
drag and are also unsafe. 
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The risks of buying a converted car 


THOSE of us who cannnot afford to buy 
а brand-new car have two options: 1) 
buy a slightly used car that is one or two 
years old, or has less than 

20,000 km mileage; or 2) buy 
ап imported, originally right 
hand drive (RHD) used motor. 
vehicle that has been convert- 
ed to left-hand drive (LHD) 
and auctioned in Subic. 

‘The lure of buying a used 
import from Subic is almost 
irresistable. Imagine, you can 
own a made-in-Japan SUV or 
minivan for one-third the 
price of the same locally as- 
sembled model! f you are a 


ROAD 


lieve the importers’ claim that 
they are not violating any law by con- 
verting RHD vehicles to LHD as long as 
they pay the proper taxes and duties, and 
as long as the conversion is done within 
the Subic economic zone in a shop ac- 
credited by the Subic Bay Metropolitan 
Authority (SBMA). Whats more, the im- 
porters reassure you that the converted 
vehicles are safe because they are not 
sold until they have passed roadworthi- 
ness, safety and emission tests conduct- 
ей by the Land Transportation Office's 
Motor Vehicles Inspection Section. 


Questions 

Ie is at this point, however, that the 
buyer should start asking questions. 
How efficiently does the government 
regulate the crucial conversion process? 
What are the SBMAS criteria for an auto 
shop's accreditation to convert RHDs to 
LHDs? How qualified is the SBMA to 
evaluate a shop's capability to perform 
conversion jobs properly? Do the LTO in- 
spectors have the technical expertise and 


ON THE 


Aida Sevilla- 
used car buyer, itis easy to be- Mendoza 


how do they check a converted vehicle's 
roadworthiness and compliance with 
safety and emission standards? By sub- 

jecting the car to a rigorous 
Toad test or by merely run- 
ning the engine for some тїп- 
utes? 

Be aware that converting 
RHD cars is a high-volume, 
lowestbidder wholesale 
business in Subic and that a 
lot of transferring of electrical 
parts and welding is done to 
accommodate the reposition- 
ing of the steering wheel and 
pedals. This increases the risk 
of an electrical fire while the 
engine is running or the car it- 
self collapsing if the welding 
of electrical wiring or key structural 
points was not done properly. Converted 
cars from Subic have been reported sud- 
denly developing engine fire, collapsing 
on the road or the steering running out 
of control and direction. Of course, the 
used car importers will never admit 
these things and the SBMA does not 
seem to care. 


‘Trash 

In defending their trade, the Subic im- 
porters conveniently overlook the envi 
ronmental impact of imported used cars 
aside from the smoke-belching factor. As 
pointed out by Trade Undersecretary 
Elmer Hernandez recently, the used cars 
thatare imported here from Japan areal- 
ready considered trash since they are 5 
to 7 years old and have reached the end 
of their life span. Since they ате consid- 
ered trash in Japan, their manufacturers. 
have phased out the production of their 
replacement parts. Ergo, buyers of these. 
‘old vehicles will have increasing dificul- 


ty finding spare parts, even in junkyards, 
and this reduces the period of time the 
vehicle can be driven safely or reliably. 
Inevitably, Hernandez said, after а few 
years converted cars end up in junkyards 
Totting there and creating a massive envi 
ronmental problem. Junked motor vehi- 
cles are not marketable as scrap metal, 
Hernandez explained, since they have а 
huge paint content. The paint has to be 
treated first before the metal can be melt- 
ed, otherwise it will damage the melting 
process. Hernandez has basis to conclude 
that the Philippines is becoming a dump- 
ing ground of foreign rubbish that adds to 
ош own automobile trash. Small wonder, 
since we are the only Southeast Asian na- 
Чоп accepting old cars junked by their 
countryoforigin, — ^ 


Newtax 

The Arroyo administration, grappling. 
with a fiscal crisis created in part by inef- 
ficient tax collection, is finally showing 
the political will to discourage the pur- 
chase of imported used cars that is slow- 
ly killing the Philippine automobile man- 
‘facturing industry. Ма an executive or- 
der, a P500,000 specific tax will be 
slapped on imported used cars to cover 
the environmental hazards that they 
bring in. Together with the existing 30 
percent duty оп completely built-up 
(CBU) vehicles imported from non- 
‘Asean countries, the new tax should hike 
the prices of these vehicles to a million 
pesos each or more. 

However, the government must pre- 
pare for a Temporary Restraining Order. 


that the importers and Subic lobby will 
most likely try to obtain, After all, a TRO 
is how they succeeded in stopping the 
Department of Trade and Industry from 
enforcing the Motor Vehicle Develop- 
ment Program's provision banning the 
importation of used cars. Meanwhile, if 
you are shopping for a used car, consider 
this: What's so smart about buying a con- 
verted SUV or minivan from Subic at 
one-third its local price if you endanger 
your family’s and your own safety every 
time you drive it? 

TODAYS BUMPER STICKER: A 
closed mouth gathers no feet. 

Email comments to asevilla@inguir- 
ercom.ph. 


Kia bestseller SUV wins 4x4 Magazine’s car of the year award 


KIAS bestseller sport utility vehicle, 
Sorento, has recently won the prest 
gious 4x4 Magazines Car of the Year 
2004 Award. 

‘The much-coveted title was achieved 
ahead of other high-profile and more es- 
tablished brands, 


Outstanding qualities 
‘The full test report concludes: “Those 
who are tempted by the Sorento, proba- 


bly including many newcomers to the 
sport utility vehicle lifestyle, will quickly 
appreciate the qualities that lift it to the 
top of our 4x4 of the Year league 
table—spaciousness, comfort, driving 
enjoyment and sheer value for money" 

‘Aptly named for a serene coastal town 
in Italy, the Sorento boasts of stylish 
look, abundant space, sturdy body-on- 
frame design and strong engine perfor 
mance. 


‘The Sorento's engine satisfies ће mo- 
torist with its 3.5-liter common гай 
diesel whose quietness and smoothness 
elevates diesel performance to new 
heights by serving up 140 cps of thrust at 
3,800 rpm and a generous 32.0 kg m at 
2,000 rpm of maximum torque. This re- 
sults in a 20 percent improvement in fuel 
efficiency and 50 percent reduction in 
exhaust fumes. 

Inside, the Sorento's seats and rear 


cargo space adapt to your needs so you 
сап take what you want and where you 
want. With rear seats upright, you have 
31.4 cubic feet of cargo space. This dou- 
bles to 66.4 cubic feet when the rear 
seats are folded. 


Safety systems 

Equipped with state-of-the-art safety 
systems, the Sorento' highly rigid weld- 
ed steel body, mounted to a sturdy ladder 


frame, is reinforced fore and aft with 
crumple zones that help preserve cabin 
integrity. 

Doors are fitted with ultrahigh-ten- 
sion steel that shields passengers against 
side collision 

Launched in the Philippines at the lat- 
ter part of last year, the Sorento has been 
an immediate success and has contribut- 
ed to Kia's growing position in the global 
automotive industry. 


Mild Seven Renault rising star visits Manila on Oct. 2 


IN THE RACING world where points are 
gained and careers lost in mere split seconds, 
few things are certain. But from the very first 
time Fernando Alonso sat behind a steering 
Wheel, it was clear that this Spanish hotshot 
was destined for greatness 
After scoring three podiums in the last five 
aces this season going into the Italian Grand 
Prix (GP) at Monza, Alonso has lived up to the. 
expectations of his fans and 
Ж. the Mild Seven Renault F1 
УЛ, team 
hi, ‘Along with teammate 
/ JN, ас д Лато Trulli, Alonso has 
been a major force in Mild 
Seven Renaules successful 
Tun this season as they 
maintain second place in the 
Constructors Championship. 
‘With Williams-BMW ata 
tant fourth, itis virtually certain 
that Mild Seven Renault will ac- 


[granis 


complish their goal announced at the begin- 
ning of the season which is to finish as one of 
the Top 3 teams in 2004. 

Over the past two seasons with Mild Seven 
Renault, Alonso has impressed the racing 
world not only with his breathtaking brand of 
racing but also his ability to improve constant- 
ly 


Indomitable spirit 

Says Mild Seven Renault executive director 
of engineering Pat Symonds: "Fernando is the 
product of the new generation of racing 
drivers. His driving style is very aggressive, he 
brakes later and harder. He has huge talent 
and an incredible ability to adapt to whatever 
the car is doing. He knows how to get 100 per- 
cent out of a car that isn't perfectly set up. On 
the exit of slow comers, he gets his foot flat on. 
the floor as soon as possible." 

Indeed, an apt description of driver who 
holds "competitiveness" and “sincerity” as his 
key values, 

Iis this sin- 
cerity that 
leads Alonso 
to confes, "I 


makes it 
point to back 
up these 
words with ac- 


During е 
Malaysian GP last 

March, Alonso spun 

out during qualifying 

and had to start the race 

on the last row. Undaunt- 

ей, Alonso leveraged on 
the superior launch control 

of the Mild Seven Renault 

R24 race саг, acknowledged 

as the fastest starter in F1 to- 
day, to overtake seven other 
drivers even before reaching 
the first turn of the Sepang 
Circuit. 

Without a doubt, Alonso is 
one driver well-acquainted 
with adversity. In 2001, Alon- 
so, then an FI rookie, man- 


aged to pilot the underperforming car of the 
Minardi Team fast enough to finish as one of 
the top 10 drivers in the sport. 


‘Coming to Manila 

After only four years of F1 racing, Alonso 
has already compiled a resumé that eclipses 
the achievements of those who have been 
driving for more than twice as long. Їп 2003, 
the Spaniard tucked in a victory at the Hun- 
garian GP and finished on the podium in 
Malaysia, Brazil and Spain earning him sixth 
place in the Drivers Championship. 

‘This year, Alonso has made ita point to out- 
do himself. With four races to go in the 2004 
season, he is currently fourth/fifth among all 
drivers. The 23-year-old driver has finished 
fon the podium four times—in Australia, 
France, Germany and Hungary. On Oct. 2, in 
between the maiden race at the Shanghai In- 
ternational Speedway, Ла Ding district, China. 
and the traditional Japanese GP in Suzuka, 
‘Alonso will take off his helmet and don апо 
er hat... that of an ambassador for F1 to Fil- 
ipino fans at Play Underground in Powerplant 
Mall, Rockwell 

Mild Seven Renault makes Alonso the 
youngest and, at the same time, the most suc- 
cessful F1 driver to ever visit the Philippines. 
‘This visit ends that long yearning of passion- 
ate Filipino F1 fans to see and meet a top-cal- 
iber racer like Alonso who is a top performer 
and even promises to improve further down 
the road. 

‘Arriving in Manila together with Alonso are 
two cars—the real R23 race car and the proto- 
type model of the R24, The prototype is a 
scale model that was used to deyelop the R24 
race car which is being used by the Mild Sev- 
еп Renault Team this season, 

As the premier educators of F1 in the 
Philippines, Mild Seven has already mounted 
a string of successful promos and events car- 
туйш F1 racing themes. In 2001, Mild Seven 
mounted the “Mild Seven SPEEDshow" which 
introduced local racing aficionados to the 
R201 team race car. For 2002, the focal point 
of the "Mild Seven XLR&: The Mild Seven FI 
Experience” was Jenson Button and the R202 
race саг. Last year, Mild Seven Renault test 
driver Allan McNish came to the Philippines 
along with the R23B racecar. 

By bringing in a driver like Alonso with 


‘unquestionable talent complemented by 
boyish good looks and a fun-loving person- 
айу, Mild Seven Renault firmly stamps its 
ownership and commitment to F1 racing by 
contributing to the rising popularity and ev- 
er-increasing fan base of the sport in the 
Philippines 
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period, Rapidé wil 


ОЕМ SPARE 
PARTS 
FOR YOUR 
VOLVO 
CALL 
Office Hrs. 
Tel. 816-7137 
TEXT US: 
(0917) 819-0385 


NOBODY BEATS 
Rapide‘s WARRANTIES. 
NOBODY 


Rapidé guarantees all workman- 
ship and parts as stated in the 
warranty terms from the original 
Should the 
workmanship or Rapidé parts need 
to be replaced during the warranty 
replace them at 
no charge at any Rapidé branch. 


HOTLINE: (92) 899-1966 » 90-4872/78 
Avaliable for Franchising & accepting applications for FLEET ACCOUNTS. 


Nonooy BEATS Карк}ё в GUARANTEE. NOBODY! 


DRIVETRAIN 
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FREE UMBRELLAS FROM YOKOHAMA! 


Promo period is from August 1 to September 30, 2004. 


Get your umbrella with every purchase of 2 passenger car tes or 2 ight truck 
radial tires. Also, a free high performance gol 


umbrella comes with every purchase 
of 2 high performance tires. 


Know it. Ride It. 


Watch out for the. 
final race on Dec. 4-5, 2004. 


Yokohama supports the Asian 


> YOKOHAMA 


HS 
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Why today's generation ш 
` of ieselengines 


6 
аге 


‘Text and photos 
| by Charles E. Buban 


t (Lastof two parts) 


AST March, the 

county got a 

glimpse of how to- 
days high-performance 
diesel engines perform in 
fuel economy test. 

At the end of the three-hour 
Fuel Economy Run 2004 spon- 
sored by the Department of Ener- 
у, an Isuzu Crosswind. XUVi 
Asian utility vehicle, a BMW X5 
3.0d sport utility vehicle and a 
BMW 530d sedan proved to be 
among the most fuel-efficient as 
the three consumed a total of on- 
ly 8.68 liters, 13.93 liters and 8 
liters of diesel, respectively. 

"That translated to an impres- 
sive mileage of 19.58 km/L of 
diesel for the Crosswind, 122 
Jaw for the XS 3.0d, and 21.2 
km/L for the 5304. 

"The three were among the 60- 
vehicle convoy that trav- 
eled—with air-conditioning sys- 
tem, headlights and hazard 
lights—on a total distance of 170 
kilometers at an average speed of 
60 km/h with a maximum speed 
set at 80 km/h. 

Тһе Crosswind was powered 
by a 2.54йег four-cylinder over- 
head valve direct injection diesel 
engine while both BMW entries 
Were powered by a revised in-line 
six-cylinder diesel engine featur- 
ing second-generation common 
rail technology. 

So, what does this economy 
run prove? 


So much has changed 

"The results only show that to- 
day's generation of diesel engines 
is no longer your grandfather's 
diesel engines. So much has 
changed: modern diesel engines 


П PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER e e mem шш 


gr 


DIESEL engines are now powerful 
andyet produce less pollutants. 


offer high fuel efficiency, low 
noise and exhaust levels, and im- 
proved drivabilig,” said BMW 
Philippines corporate communi- 
cations manager Lito German 
who added that the continuing 
diesel engine research in Europe 
helped tremendously. 

Resulting advances in diesel 
design—particularly the injec- 
tion of fuel directly into the cyl 
ders—have in recent years pro- 
duced downscaled, higher-speed 
diesels that offer demonstrable 
exhaust emissions and fuel-eco 
omy gains as well as substant 
drvability and noise/vibra- 
tion/harshness improvements. 

"Contrary to what many peo- 
ple think, today’s generation of 
high-performance diesels are пог 
dirty or noisy anymore," claimed 
German. 

Tn fact, it was in Europe where 
the common rail direct injection 
was first developed. 

The CRDi is the new-genera- 
tion state-of-the-art diesel tech- 
nology that is largely being used 
by premium cars worldwide. 

‘The core of any CRDi system is 
that it makes a slow-ewving and 
unresponsive diesel perform like 


‘MOTORING 


een’ 


THE FUTURE looks bright for diesel-powered vehicles. 


а gasoline engine, without mak- Continued diesel dev't president Ken Takashima. ing information source on clean 
ing it lose out on any of its е. ^ Outside Europe, Japan is an- But Takashima clarified that diesel and energy issues, said that 


New innovations 


Citing the Association of Euro- 
pean Automobile Manufacturers 
(Acea), the new innovations that 


Cee каср] шт main purpose was to use today's diesel vehicles burn on am 

the development ofdiesel engine. direct injection as a way to make average 30 percent less fuel. 
E mole han GS seats шг, their engine's cleaner and per. c 

of Japani has been pioneering mu. fOrmbeterthan competitors. Quick way 

merous technological innove. Enyi : Diesel could be our country’s 

tons in the diesel engine field, Environmental impact quick way to improve fuel econo: 


helped inthe development of СЕ; renting We diss mal quc “concern bout global warming my and lower the country’s pollu- 


Di include: 


duction of over 16 million diesel has brought even greater impetus tion levels. 


* Turbocharping, which uti- engines last year. to eliminate the diesel engines ^ Diesekpowered vehicles are 
lizes energy from the engine ex- ° funs portion asa major diesel Well-known drawbacks. seen by automakers and even 


haust to boost performance. 
* Common-rail fuel injection, 


engine producer providestheman- _ The smoke coming out from some environmentalists as just as 
(facturing бош to offer direc in. diesel engines consists of unburnt promising for the environment as 


which is an advanced fuel pump jection at an affordable level carbon compounds, nitrogen ox. those hybrids (those which com- 


technology that is part of 


ie new "Зарай wanted к ig- ide (NOx), and sulfurous fumes, bine conventional gasoline en- 
Fel cano syste in clean diesel Uem wand о ght te sig б 

engines. BY dieci feeding de 180 86У looked and developed Ts srorstoarpollton, 
insons rom a single foel p 

a electronic system precisely 


which are found to be main соп. gines with an electric motor). 

These missions of boosting fu- 
diesel engines cleaner quieter and _ Diesel engines emit higher lev- el economy and cutting green- 
more powerful than ever before” CÌS of NOx and particulate matter house gases seem to be tailor- 


тр, 


controls the pressure and timing said Isuzu Philippines Corp. vice (РМ) than gasoline engines made for the diesel,” observed 


of fuel injection. 


“This is one reason the market Naval. 


+ Variable Injection Timing, is shunned diesel engine. But since — Much more, the Philippines is 
another innovation in the new the automotive industry shares now taking a second look at its co- 


fuel control system in which an 


the precise amount of fuel 


the world community's concerns солш. methyl ester (CME), also 


electronically controlled high- M regarding the environmental known as coco diesel, program ina 
pressure fuel injector releases 3 Sept à impact, diesel manufactur- bid to reduce the country’s depen- 


at the moment of maxi 
mum compression 
(when the piston reaches. 


the top of the cy 
den). 

*Diesel particu- 
late filter is another 
technology that re- 
moves particulates 
from the exhaust by 
incinerating them.- 
The filter substrate 
is coated with a 
precious metal al- 
oy, which, together. 
with controlled mul- 


tiple injections, triggers the 
combustion at approximately THIS country needs tough 


600°C. 


ers, in particular, decided to dence on imported fuel and create 


take appropriate action,” anew market for coconut farmers. 


<i i aid Isuzu Philippines ^ Positive results of various tech- 


PR manager Tim- nical tests conducted by the De- 
ziw РА my Naval partment of Energy (DOE) re- 
p Diesel engines cently indicated that the use of 
are currently coco diesel is most effective in 
viewed as having im- abating atmospheric pollution. 
mense potential to help These government tests, which 
prevent global warm- will also ascertain the viability of 
ing because of their rel- mandating the use of the fuel for 
„atively low carbon diox- private vehicles, will run until the 
de  emissins—ihe endoftheyear 
principal greenhouse _ According to the DOE, coco 
gas—compared to gaso- diesel can be used on diesel vehi- 
line engines, Чез without engine modification 
Executive. director anda switch to coco diesel could 
Allen Schaeffer of Diesel also help bring down the cost of 


ing diesels Technology Forum, a lead- energy in the country. 


with less impact on the environment 


GATES OPEN A LITTLE QUICKER. 
SECURITY SALUTES. VALETS RESPOND 
FASTER. AND LESSER VEHICLES 
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WHAT they ate 
in 1898 


/D2 


Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


ОМЕ of my favorite people—brothers 
Mike, Mark and Beaver Lopez—put up. 
a bistro and bar called Teak in Rock- 
well. Ifyou love comfort food, this is the place 
tobe for lunch, dinner and beyond. 

1 was there Saturday and what a gastro- 
nomic feast it was! 1 had the teak platter that 
serves three with a whole range of appetiz- 
ers—bruschetta, spring rolls, Buffalo wings, 
calamari fingers, lechon kawali plus a Thai 
salad. 

‘And 1 didn't stop there. The menu was far 
too tempting that 1 had to try Tuna Tartare, 
Adobo flakes and Jackie's Tinapa Spring Rolls. 

Faces DJ Boyet Almazan played back 
ground music that took us way down memory 
lane with hits from the 70s, 80s and 90s. (He 
now plays in Teak every Saturday. On Fridays, 
Manolet Dario brings the house down.) 

‘Great food, wonderful music and the compa- 
ny of old friends... Ме is indeed all good! To 
Mike, Mark and Beaver, who have added fun- 
ninga restaurant to the many clever things they 
do: Welcome to my world! Congratulations! 


"Double" isn’t double 

Itl double a recipe do I double the cook- 
ing time? 

‘When you double things up, it doesn't nec- 
essarily mean you double everything. If you 
double a recipe, increase the total cooking 
time by 30 percent. If you're cutting a recipe 
down to half, reduce the total cooking time by 
30 percent. 


Iced tea challenge 
T love iced tea but I can't seem to make 
mine taste like those I order in restaurants. 
JEFFT. 


кей tea is one of those things we take for 
granted. Weall assume we could make a good 
glass, Nothing could be further from the 
truth, 

Tve had terrible iced tea experiences, in 
other people's homes, restaurants and even in 
my house. Thanks to Norma, our beloved bril- 
Jiant Manang of 40 years, 1 have the tallest 
iced tea tale to tell. 

‘One fine day, in she came to serve my guest 
а beverage garnished with a wedge of lemon 
‘and a sprig of mint and the stem glass’ rim 

ined with sugar. Oh I was so proud. All that 
“pageantry was possible under my tutelage! 
2. The horror of seeing the tea bag after the 
guest left... Kankunis! I can't quite remember 

FI saw that person again or, if 1 did, if he ever 
asked for iced tea in my house again. 

Iced Tea Concentrate. 

2 1/2 cups Nestea iced tea mix (lemon ог 
“any flavor you want, adjust to taste) or 5 tea 
bags of choice (use plain tea if adding fruits 
‘that don’t match the tea base flavor) 

1 1/2 cups sugar (adjust to taste) 
2 cups boiling water 
‘© Mix sugar and tea with boiling water un 
dissolved. If using tea bags, let steep in hot 
water first for 5 minutes. Take tea bags out. 

48 sugar. A cool mixture. 
For variations, still using the concentrate 

“recipe: 

* Citrus Tea- 1/3 cup lemon, lime or kata- 
“mansi juice ( use a combination of lemon and 
lime), sliced lemon, lime or kalamansi from 
“juiced fruit, and mint sprigs 

© Honey Iced Tea - Use honey instead of 
“sugar 
7 ө Mango, Pomelo, Peach or Strawberry- 
‘add 1 cup peach or strawberry puree to the 

tea concentrate, Garnish with sliced man- 
"goes, pomelo, peach or strawberries and mint. 

* Orange - add 1 cup fresh orange juice + 
Л orange sliced and mint for garnish 

© Cinnamon Clove Tea — While concen- 
“trate is hot, add 1 cinnamon stick and 6 cloves. 
‘Before serving, add 1/2 cup rum or vodka. 

Before serving 

2 cups cold water 

2-3 cups ice cubes 

fo concentrate add cold water, ice cubes. 
Transfer to a blender if you wish. 
* Add fruit juice or alcohol. Mix well. 

e Transfer to а glass or a pitcher and add 
;sliced fruit, mint sprigs and ice cubes. 

* Mix and serve. 


Dressing up the cook 
Would you know where 1 could get a uni- 
form for our cook? She cooks real well but 
she doesn't look too good. She's on the 
heavy side and none of those ready-to- 
wear uniforms fit her 
Ditas Yato 


Did you want a cook or a model? If the lat- 
ter, send her to Vicki Belo! But seriously now, 
get in touch with Japan. He does our uniforms 
at home. You can ask him to go to your house 
or you can drop by Christ the King in Green- 
meadows where he has а stall. (0919- 
8493019). 


Dinner wine 


Tm planning a dinner party? How much | 


wine do! need? 
G.UYTENGSU 


If you're serving only one kind of wine, 
count a 1/2 bottle per person. If you are offer- 
ing 2 kinds, 2 glasses of each type per person. 
A regular 24-ounce boule has 6 glasses. All 


KITCHEN REsCUI 


Reggie Aspiras 


these guidelines, of course, fall under the pre- 
‘sumption that your guests are social drinkers! 


More food-white wine pairings 
Poultry—Riesling, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay 


‘Oysters— Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay 
Shrimps, Crab, Lobster—Dry Riesling, 


Sauvignon Blane 

Shelifish—Chenin Blanc, Sauvignon Blanc 

Seafood in Light Sauce—Dry Riesling, 
‘Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay 

Seafood with Cream Sauce—Chardonnay 

Grilled fsh—Dry Riesling, Sauvignon 
Blanc, Chardonnay 

‘Cream Sauce Pasta—Sauvignon Blane 

Asian Food—Chenin Blanc, Riesling 

Pork Riesling, Chardonnay 

Chocolate White Riesling 

My wine suggestion: Jacob's Creek Ries- 
ling—a touch of sweetness to balance the cit- 
rus and fruity flavors. 


For comments or suggestions, text 0917- 
8399888. 


HENY SISON 


CULINARY SCHOOL 
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равна S205 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY RECIPES 
Эу Seow Don ance, Wars йагы Тол Кут 
‘enon ese, res бое вуй ролева FL 


‘cote nescio mas - 4009ra COMMERCIAL BREAD 
Siren WORKSOP by: Cal d alge, Food Слан 
Кос эу bun poer aste s Pe быту Non CA Coo 
nor Spass ent Жуда atu Pan ae Ска Oe 
Baso isting Би Hes e Pea torus eges S00 


cae Tay 190 400p BROWNE WORKSHOP: 
Tag Sas ran Саби илде 


Eto o. Masayang luto sa egg para за mga labs Satin. Madali na, may 
‘creamier, miler, buttermik-sarap pa ng Kraft Eden Cheese. 


Ф 


Eden Omelet sees 4 


A mother always knows what's best sa mga Kids. Kaya eto, bagong 


Tefeshing drink para за кагаз. 
€ 
Tang Mangga Shake Serves 4 


1 New Tang Mangga Liyo Pack (450 
cups ice cubos. 
cups water. 
cup mik 
Mix Tang 
2 Adó mik, f 
3; Transfer to pass а sarve. 


GET Kusinang к 
{haat cae ret per etd ee. 


3-Step Sarap Recipes via TEXT! 
Mobi) or 2500 плагиат Hove Tok Tex. 
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DECORATING COURSE öy: Meny Sion sm totus dc 
popie care oc TE 
ЖЕЛ онт ides Еа смдк зле але 
ТЕЛШ cua танаси PAIR 


QaseiGsert ae. 500 FRESH PASTA WORKSHOP 
Sia ergo ишини orp 1 tos nt 
газа eles arr онла оздан 
loray manas to t Leon oo make ash dh 
услу nh taa гата do, абра ands d pcd 

усе aa ший proi cirea lane Que 


ParaPrassroe fug багаас aa donarea Sack 
ре Foo tare Dencieraon we cute pacha, 
an 
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HENY SISON AT JULIUS MAGGI KITCHEN 
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By Ambeth Ocampo 


HE CELEBRATIONS held on 

Sept. 29, 1898 have come 

down to us in the form of a 

menu that documents what our 

i founding fathers ate when the Malo- 

los Congress ratified the declaration 

of independence made from the win- 

dow of Emilio Aguinaldo's Kawit 
home on June 12, 1898. 

"The menu, as reproduced in black 
and white in Harper's “History of the 
War in the Philippines" (1900), is also 
notable as one of the landmark designs 
by Arcadio Arellano. The cover is in the 
form ofa Philippine flag with the words 
Solemne ratificacion de la independen- 
cia (Solemn ratification of indepen- 
dence) 

"This flag opens to reveal the date 
Sept. 29, 1898, and a menu in French. It 
is proof that ordinary things sound bet- 
ter or more elegant in French. 

Even in plain English the menu re- 
mains grand. For starters, they had: oys- 
ters, prawns, buttered radish, olives, LY- 
оп sausages, Sardines in tomato sauce 
and Holland salmon. The main courses 
consisted of crab in its shell, vol-au-vent 
а la financiere, Chicken giblets a ш 
Tagale, munon chops with potato 
straws, пое turkey а la Manilloise, 
flet a la Chateaubriand with green veg- 
etables and cold ham with asparagus. 
For dessert, there were: cheese, fruits, 
frozen strawberry preserves and ice 


the Malolos 


banquet revisited . 


То wash down all seven appetizers, 
seven courses and assortment of four 
desserts, one progressed from Bordeaux 
to Sauteme, Sherry Champagne, 

And finally 
then as now, the feast is capped by cof- 


Chartreuse and Cognac. 


feeortea. 


So impressed was Nick Joaquin that 
he wrote "the menu is a culmination, 
like Malolos itself, and should sand side 
by side with the Malolos Constitution.” 

During the heady days of the 1998 
Philippine Centennial, Iwas tempted to 
agree with Joaquin, but when the above 
menu was recreated by Gene Gonzalez 
of Café Ysabel, the foreign chef of the 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, and even a 
restaurant in Davao reviewed by Aman- 
do Doronila, certain questions arose. 


Intriguing 


Where did they get the ice cream? 
Did they even have ice to chill the cham- 
pagne? How come there is no soup in 
this grand menu? Did people actually 
cet everything listed in the menu or was 
food passed around in bandejados? 
Perhaps the founding fathers served 
themselves from a buffet table very 
much as we would pig out today in an 
eatall-you-can promotion. What kind 
of cheese was served and where did it 
come from? Was it Philippine moz- 
zarella, better known as quesong puti, 
‘or was it an imported cheese? Only the 
salty and hard queso de bola could 
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withstand the long voyage and tropical, 


Then there are the ingredients not: 
normally found in Malolos: asparagus, 


Tam tempted to say fresh from the can, : 


that we have a description of the food, 
the fancy names for the dishes, but: 
dont quite know exactly what these 
were. 


MENU in French for the 
Malolos banquet held in 
1898 ототомти:воок 
(uro ware Glorified dishes. 

Some imagination is required to 
recreate the feast. 

Could the Coquilles de Crabes simply 
bea sosyal way of referring to crab in is, 
shell? While Gene Gonzalez whipped: 
пра stuffed crab, a relleno with gratin or, 
browned topping in 1998, 1 couldn't 
help wondering if this was just plain rel- 
lenong alimango, the same recycled dish 
we serve for breakfast with flaked left- 
over crab from a party. 

Could the Abatis de Poulet a a Tagale 
be what the late Doreen Femandez and 
Thelieve was probably an elaborate, glo- 
тіћей adobong manok? That it was fash- 
ioned a la Tagale probably means it had 
atay (liver) and balunbalunan (giz- 
zard). These choice bits remind us ofthe 
opening of Rizal's “Noli Me Tangere,” 
‘where tinolang manok is served and 
Tarra draws a leg and giblets from the. 
tureen, leaving @ miserable chicken 
wing and neck for the irritable Padre 
Damaso. 

"Tbe Malolos menu is not just a record 
of what the founding fathers ate in 
1898; itis a different kind of historical 
document that brings out a different 
view of our pas. Food is so ordinary itis 
often overlooked by historians, but the 
Malolos banquet proves that history can 
be found in places other than, dusty. 
books and crumbling archival docu. 
ments. 


ge 
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Comments are welcome at асат 
poGatenea edt 


ed by the Archdiocese of Mani- 
la together with the Jesuit 
Communication Center. This 
allows the Catholic community 
а new medium of Prayer, Re- 
flection, and Interaction. This 
is a one-time, one-step regis- 


Making LPG use safer 


tration process. These are sub- 
seription-based services 
wherein the subscriber needs 
to initiate its activation to trig- 
ger receipt of messages. Sub- 


is also charged P2.50 per mes- 
sage.” 

Letter-writer linda- 
b@wave.com.ph, after reading 
Globes reply to her query 


From page D4 


got this message in her mobile: 
"You too can send text-msgs for 
FREE. Visit www.chikka.con 

Your ID is 639178314639 and 


Scriber will just have to type coursed through us, asks why your password is f02803." 


AMEN and send it to 2371. This 


she did not get this explanation 


Other mobile phone users say 


the service is free if you are the pared to regular messages which 

cone sending the messages but the usually cost Pl each, 

recipient — psys — when—or ‘Lindab says she і glad to be 

if-he/she responds. Moreover, enlightened on this so she can 
avoid “inflicting” on her unsus- 

Charged for responding to the pecting friends the “free service" 

message is higher (P2.50) com- she is supposed to enjoy. 


(Си is the ultimate necessity БУ 


Inquirer cordially invites its subscriber 
to a grand scrimp chic celebration 


3 om 
VR, 
on Friday, the 24th of September 


Madame et Mademoiselle 


Learn to lock like a princess 
without spending like one as JUST SHOP 
. puts the chic in cheap. 

We present to you low-budget items 
that are high in style: 


e Get Chic in the City with the best-priced 
LBD (Little Black Dress) in town 
e Learn the art of chic 
from Manila's queens of style 
« Get that drugstore chic look 
with spa pampering beauty products 


Shopping has never been this eas) 


the wallet. 
p / 


Мом... shop guilt-free! 


"JUST SHOP is given fee to Inquire subscribers in Metro Menta. 
I you went to be en Inquirer subscriber, please сай 529-0183 or 527-3948. 


INa lightly floured fat surface, 
fold, knead and twist the dough 
until you get a supple, slightly 
elastic ball. Don't overknead. 
Rest for 10 minutes. Then slice 
dough in half. 


ona tortelloni molding cup. Add 


TO make pasta dough: combine Salida an e 


pureed squash with flour in a 
bowl. Add two eggs, olive oil, 
pepper and salt, Mix well. 


Asunny 


By making your 
own noodles, you 
can have the 


asta sheet, pass 
the dough through the rollers of 
а pasta-making machine. Roll 
dough several times until it is 
very smooth. Meanwhile, make 
white bean mixture by mashing molder, press the. 
edges of tortelloni firmly.” 


kalabasa past 


‘Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


HOUGH it may be easier to buy ready- 

| made pasta, you can get immense sat- 

isfaction from making itat home, from 

the hushed rhythms of kneading the dough 

and rolling it out, and from the intense con- 
centration involved in cutting the pasta. 

If you make your own pasta, you can have 
the precise shape you want and flavors that 
are not available in stores, 

That's how chef. Margarita 
Fores concocted П Sole, a kal- 
abasa tortelloni with white 
bean, roasted garlic and 
poached egg filling. The squash-flavored pas- 
ta is made from scratch so you're guaranteed 
that it’s fresh and delicious. 

Tortelloni, as everybody knows, is а hat- 
shaped stuffed pasta, similar to ravioli. This 
simple recipe calls for eggs, all-purpose flour 
with a pinch of salt and pureed squash, Accord- 
ing to Fores, just peel and dice the squash, dis- 
carding seeds and strings, and boil the pieces in 
lightly salted water for about half an hour. 

rain the pieces well and blend them. 
Should the paste be too liquid, reheat the pas- 
ta, stirring briskly, until thas thickened. 

1I Sole can be quite tedious to make be- 
cause, apart from making the pasta from 
scratch, you still have to stuff it. But what 
makes it interesting is the rich filling that’s 
made of mashed white beans and one whole 
organic egg from Abra poached to perfection. 

"The dish is then covered in creamy sage- 
butter sauce with a hint of truffle oil. Ie’ final 
ly garnished with carabao butter from Nueva 
Ecija and Manchego cheese shavings. 

TiSole at Pepato (tel. no. 7572636) is just one 
of the featured dishes at Savour Nature Food 
Festival ongoing until Sept. 30 at Greenbelt 2 
and 3. The fundraising festival is a project ofthe 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Interna- 
tional, the global conservation organization, 

This year, the event is co-presented with 
Ayala Land Inc. the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Globe Platinum and Metro Magazine. Some 


salted, boiling water for 

inutes stirring very gently and 
‘occasionally to make sure they do not stick to 
‘each other. Set aside. 


TO make sage-butter sauce, place 2 tbsp 
butter in a pan. Add sage and salt and pepper 
to taste, Add tortelloni and let the butter 
coat the pasta. 


[ч 


PEPATO'S I! Sole 


STEP BY STEP 


30 Greenbelt 2 and 3 food and drink estab- 
lishments have created unique dishes as а 
salute to nature's bounty. 

Diners who want to try the Savour Nature 
dishes can still get the Panda Card at only 
P100 from the WWF booth in Greenbelt Запа 
selected restaurants. Every order of a festival 
dish earns the cardholder one signature. 
‘Three signatures entitle one to join the Oct. 4 
raffle and win prizes like trips to Puerto 
Princesa and Dumaguete City. 

"The Panda Card also gives the holder a 50- 

percent discount on WWF's 
membership fee. Membership in 
the conservation. organization 
means invitations to WWF trips 
and activities, 

A Launch Card, now priced at P1,000, also 
entitles the holder to one free sampling of a 
festival dish upon ordering a main dish at the 
participating restos and bars. 

Food Magazine is giving the Food Maga- 
zine Editor's Pick Award to the most inventive. 
festival main dish. Metro Magazine will pre- 
sent Metro's Pick Award for the best non-main 
dish, Recipients of the awards will each те- 
ceive an artwork from sculptor and architect 
Lor Calma. Call 9207931 or 9207923. 


Ingredients 
For pasta dough: 

2large eggs 

300 g all-purpose flour 
200g pureed fresh squash 
1 tbsp olive oil 

tsp salt 

tsp pepper 


Filling: 

120 g white beans, boiled and mashed 
25 g roasted garlic puree 

6 pes organic egg. 

Manchego cheese shavings 

Carabao butter 

Truffle oil, drizzle 


For suggestions, 
excomph 


a 5 


етай vbaga@inquir- 


TY 


i 


TRANSFER to a serving platter. Garnish with 
Manchego shavings and fried sage. Put 
carabao butter in the center and drizzle with 
truffle ой, Season with freshly ground pepper. 
and serve immediately. 


a and adding roasted garlic, 


precise shape and 


COVER the filed pasta with the 
flavors you want 


remaining dough. make another tortelloni. 


2 Poo! the covey, ami text the code to 2345 only through CECD, 
3. Got a text reply to know if you've won any of these instant prizes: 


Basketball shoes, “NBA at 50” DVDs and VCDs, 
Spalding basketballs, GLOBE P100 loads, NBA jerseys 


а ОВ, gota text тену with tho etter ©, 0, K, or E, Completo al 4 lattor to fora the 


“тиге ON 1 Milion Pesos у 


A 5 Clalm your prizes at: The Coca-Cola Hoad Dfica, A/F ings Саап Bldg 2, 
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Remove excess dough and use to 


Gusto mo ba ng mas MALAKI? 
Gusto mo ba ng mas MALAMIG? 
Gusto mo ba ng mas MURA? 
Tara na sa Julia Vargas Avenue... 


Tara na sa 
PINAKABAGONG... 
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Making LPG use safer 


Е DON'T mind repeating all those 
uefied petroleum gas (LPG), and 
we advise consumers to take them to heart. 

As the Department of Trade and Industry. 
explained recently, the smallest LPG tank 

ighing 2.7 kilos had a destructive impact 
similar to two grenades, Imagine the force of 
the common household 11-kg LPG cylinder. 

The impact, says DTI's special LPG moni- 
toring and operations teams, is equivalent to 
30 grenades! 

Unfortunately, hundreds of LPG tanks in 
the market do not undergo the quality test. 
procedure required by DTI-Bureau of Product 
Standards, DTI Undersecretary for Consumer 
Welfare Adrian S. Cristobal Jr. disclosed re- 
cently that over 500 substandard LPG tanks 
had been confiscated from retail outlets in 
Metro Manila. The agency has an ongoing, 
campaign to flush out unsafe LPG tanks from. 
the market. 

Cristobal warned that stores selling sub- 
standard tanks were violating the product 
dualis and safety provisions of the consumer 
law, 

He also announced that the Filipino-Chi- 
nese Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 
Albay offered to keep an eye on unscrupu- 
lous LPG refillers and distributors in the 
province. 

Cristobal mentioned that recent incid 
of house fires, including the one in Singalong, 
Manila last month, were believed to have 
been caused by gas leaks from dilapidated 
LPG tanks. 


Safety precautions 

“The rule of thumb is that LPG tanks 
should be in a well ventilated place, ideally 
the dirty kitchen," advised the local associa- 
tion of LPG distributors, That certainly poses 
a big problem for most Metro Manila resi- 
dents who live in typical homes with closed- 
in kitchens. Be that as it may, here are the ex- 
perts’ observations and their tips on prevent- 
ing disaster: 

"The biggest factor in LPG-related fires is 
gas leak from a break or a hole in the hose, 
not from the tank or cylinder. Make sure you 
close the tank valve after cooking. Check 
again if it is closed before leaving the house 
ог retiring for the night. Should there be a 
Teak in the hose, the closed valve will seal in 
the gas and prevent it from spreading in the 
room. 

“call the distributor right away if you 
smell gas emission,” the experts said. They 
added that leaking gas would accumul 
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within a closed room so fast, and build up a 
combustible force that could ignite with one 
fick of a light switch. The experts warned, 
“Never, ever, light a match or a lighter when 
yousmella gas leak.” 

The LPG experts also noted that boiling liq- 
uid from a pot would spill over and douse the 
stove fire. Ifthe pot was unattended and for- 
gotten, the open stove would continue to emit 
gas. “After one hour, the gas can accumulate 
in the house and ignite with the mere flick of 
an electrical switch.” 

We will add more safety tips as we get them. 
from the LPG experts. 


From our mailbag 

From б. de Guzman, Globe subscriber: 
“Thanks to Globe customer service for re- 
sponding to my complaint about unsolicited 
Ting tones, 1 received а ring tone yesterday 
and found there was no deduction from my 
load. I also received a text informing me that 
1 would по longer receive ring tones from 
sender 2929." 

Anna Carmina T. Landrito of Globe Tele- 
com Customer Service responds to a sub- 
Seribers query about the item in her bill that 
кай “Mobile Instant Messaging and 
Catxteism": 

Mobile Instant Messaging and Catxcism 
are two of the Chikka services that we are of 
fering. 

instant Messaging is a Mobile Messaging 
system that allows PC and mobile clients to 
communicate with one another in realtime 
anywhere, anytime. You can send messages to 
а PC from your mobile and receive messages 
from a PC and mobile as well The subscriber 
will be charged P2.50 every time he/she 
sends a text message from his/her phone, 
whether or not you are a registered Instant 
Messenger user. There are no charges for in- 
coming text messages. There are also no 
charges when sending a message Кот ones 
PC to another PC using this service, but the PC 
credits are the ones being used up when send 
ing a message from a PC toa mobile phone. To 
register, subscriber will type IM and send it to 
2971. 

‘On the other hand, Cabxtcism was initiat- 
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O NE OF Baguio City’s best 


restaurants is moving clos- 

er to Manila. Paul and Nina 
Poblador, the husband-and-wife 
team behind the successful Salud 
Bistro up north, will open a second 
outlet in San Pablo, Laguna, next 
month. 

The new venture will be called Kusina 
Salud, In lieu of French cuisine, Paul and his 
team, led by head chef Bho Sorrera, will be 
serving honest-to-goodness Filipino food us- 
їп mostly organic ingredients. 

Located several meters from the main high- 
way, the restaurant in Barangay Sta. Cruz 
Putol is surrounded by organic farms—from 
vegetable farmers to hog and chicken raisers. 
Ie also has easy access to fresh seafood from 
nearby provinces such as Batangas and Que- 

"These farmers grow vegetables and live- 
stock the way it was done a century 
ago—sans chemicals and additives,” says 
Paul. "The food takes twice as long to grow, 


designer Patis Tesoro can think of 


but they're also twice as tasty and nutritious.” 

As chef de cuisine, Paul will be in charge of 
budgeting and fine-tuning the menu. Since 
hell be shutting berween Baguio and San 
Pablo (he's also a consultant for Oh my Gulay 
and Ang Lounge), he has given Sorrera a free 
hand to manage Kusina Salud’s day-to-day af- 
fair 

"This time,” says Paul of Sorrera, who 
earned his chops working for such restaurants 
as Chicken Bacolod, Madrigal Grill, Crab 
and Grille and Gracis Café, “Bho is going to 
lead the way in terms of Filipino food. He has 
the experience, the tongue and the talent for 

‘And unlike its predecessor, Kusina Salud 
has done away with a menu, as it plans to 
serve lunch and dinner buffet-style to groups 
of20 or more people. Dishes will be a revolv- 
ing concern, as they will depend on the avail- 
ability of ingredients, but Sorrera will cook 
them the Asian way" 

“The food will be continuously changing, 
which is another Salud trademark,” says an 
amused Paul. "Weve done away with lami- 
nating a permanent menu. What for? Every 
thing will be simply written down on paper.” 

A typical buffet consists of а seven-course 
meal thats “home-cooked and rustic" in oth- 


CUSTOMERS can experience a rustic dining experience amid eclectic interiors only fashion. 
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Due to his stint at Chicken Bacolod, the 
inasal ог inihaw llonggo-style is decidedly 
one of Sorrera's signature dishes. Before it 
was fire-grilled, the chicken was marinated in 
a mixture of vinegar, calamansi juice, ginger 
and garlic, which explains its unique taste 

‘The humba, which consisted of pieces of or- 
ganic pork, was cooked in sugar and soy sauce 
and garnished with black beans, wood ear 
mushrooms and spring onions. The pork had 
a meltin-your-mouth goodness, as it was 
cooked in slow fire. 

“That's one quality of organic pork which 
sets it apart from ordinary pork,” says Paul, 
who cites the restaurant's pork and seafood 
dishes as its specialties. “We actually tried to 
pressurecook it once, but everything—from 
the meat to the bone—literally fell to pieces.” 

As much as they'd like vegetables to be the 
featured dishes, says Paul, they have decided 
to cater to the Pinoy penchant for eating 
meat. Aside from humba, trust such тешу 
staples as patatim, pochero and kare-kare to 
make an appearance in the future. 

“ust like in Baguio,” he adds, "people are 
probably bound to ask us what our specialty 
is. We try our best to make each dish special." 

As the restaurant needs a minimum пш 
ber of people to enable it to charge P400 
head, interested parties need to make reser- 
vations in advance. Diners, however, need пог 
belong toa single group. 

Going Asian, by the way, is simply in keep- 
ing with the venue's lush garden setting, 
whith can easily accommodate 150-200 peo- 
ple (the Pobladors are open го weddings and 
private parties). Thanks to a two story wood- 
єп and bamboo structure made mostly from 
parts of old homes, the place is an attraction 
În itself. 

Friends of Nina's mother, fashion designer 
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_ HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're highly creative and definitely adventurous. You're attracted to all aspects of life. You 
make things happen; in part, because others find you seductive and charming. You can make а big difference in 
The world. in the year ahead, focus on your closest friendships and partnerships. 

Birthdate of: Mickey Rooney, actor; Bruce Springsteen, singer; Ray Charles, singer. 


GENIN (May 211o 150 uly 2210 Aug. 
СЕА DIEI 
CORRER teed o 
а ae e 


ARIES (March 21 to 
EY Aprii 19}: With the Sun 
opposite your sign now, 


you have a wont 


епш 


opportunity to learn 
‘more about yourself in the next 
four weeks. Stay tuned! 


TAURUS (April 2040 


May 20): Now you have 
a strong urge to get 
better organized. In- 


duige this impulse by 

painting, cleaning, 
sorting things out and getting rid 
of whatever you don't need. 


tunities to party firt, ale now. That's be- 1 
see theater and the movies, engage cause short rips, errands and.con- || - 
in professional sports and enjoy _versations with everyone keep you 


playful activities with children. 


bel 


fying! 
MIKROKOSMOS 


menyene a miop m an 
Qu Ө кимы crum 


family and domestic 
matters. Inthe next few 
weeks, real estate aiso becomes a working harder to earn it inthe Fo SA BIBIG PARA 


prime focus. 


пиву be working hard- 
ero spend money. and YN NGAHAN Mo BA 


‘month ahead. Оп а deep level, 
you're thinking about your basic 
Values in life. 
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22): Once again. the 
Sun is in your sign. its 
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MAMAMATAY NA NGA 
Ako, PRARBAHIN Fo PA 
Nig RANG SEGUNDO! 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


recharge your batteries for the rest 


of the year. I's quite all right to put 


yoursel ез пон (Happy DT ako MACHINE 


two weeks, set aside a 


ERIT 
‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to p 
I Q cnno ee 


ttie time to ponder 


how well you're doing 
atthe art of living. Do you like your 


Ше? How do you want things to be 
different? What can you do to 


make this happen? 


J SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Discus- 


[вет ив ри илк, KERAIAN ж, 


sions with friends 


Ф about your long-term 
goals and dreams for  LOVEKNOTS 


the future can be helpful to you 
пом, Feedback from others might 


‘Sy Roger Jugo 
Potomac, MD 
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Steer you in a new direction. 
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пш poog pans iat you do rai. 
Чаа Suns 8000 Ing уйле nhe spot 
п uc dio: Some reason in 
аер Ејс the next few weeks. People notice 
coe ври о you! Your increased ambition can 
Eonnn ana pana io 5 
nud g п AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
nep mA эп № Feb. 18): Plans for 
Sls нени Пиз fav ahd an involve- 
GAng BOE HINAB Peni vann ейде, 
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TALKING! 


PONT 


> ۴ 
pu TGIFRIDAY'S offers 
xp 3 MR Pacific Grilled Pork 


MANDARIN Oriental Manila stages Oktoberfest Chops as part of 


on Oct. tand2at NBC Tent, Fort Bonifacio Global А 
City. The event promises nights of freellowing. gr rr 
bee, buffet of German delicacies and beer-drink= О" ; ی‎ 
Ing and yodeling contests. P [ Р \ Loci MH 
MANILA Pavilion Hotel's Patisserie celebrates Glorietta 3, Hotel 
the Mooncake Festival until Sept. 30. Call it. " Rembrandt-QC, Sta. 
5261212. ; 2 Sr es Luci Eastand 
i. y Alabang Town 
CHINESE Monk offers mooncakes with white lo- 
{us cream and salted eggyolk in the center with 
black beans and 
mixed nuts unti 
DINING OUT Sept.30. Get one 
boxo four moon- 
cakes and havea 
{roe appetizer on your next visit, Chinese Monk ls 
atthe V Power Plant Mal, Rockwell Center, 


Makati. Сай 8079785 8960428, EDSA Shangri-La's Summer Palace features Seafood Specials until 


ы x Sept. 30, These include Deep Fried Fish with sweet and sour sauce, 
RASA Express, а quick-service outlet o! Rasa Th Fried Clams and Rock Lobsters in tausi sauce, Prawn Balls with dried 
Bost of Singapore at the Coliseum Circle in Arane- 

Best SOOT Al Megastipin SM ege. ^ Chi Steamed Mussels with garlic, Seafood with Walnuts, Garoupa 


‘mall, Mandaluyong. The outlet offers Hainanese 
Chicken, Laksa with Prawn, Singapore Chili Crab 
and Satay Prima Pork 


HOLIDAY Inn Galleria Manila's Raphael Café- 
Restaurant presents coffee concoctions like Iced 
Latte Iced Americano, Iced Cappuccino and Cafe 
‘Mocha, Iced Latte and Frappe come in 10 flavors: 
Macadamia Nut, Almond Roca, Hazelnut, Amaret- 
to, Irish Cream, Vanilla, Raspberry, Caramel, 
‘White and Dark Chocolate. Сай 8337111. 


‘SUPER Bowl of China offers delectable dishes 
Tight into your home or office. Just dial Super 
Bowls Super Delivery hotline, 7378888, for a 
minimum order of P250 plus a 10-percent deliv- 


let in Sesame Seeds, Cod Fish with Black Mushrooms, and Fish 


Fillet in XO Sauce. Call 6338888. 


егу charge. Super Bowl of China branches are o- 
cated at Megastri of SM Megamall; Jupiter 
‘Street in Bel-Air, Makati City; Glorietta 4; Chefs 
Avenue in Festival Mall, Alabang: 2Л. SM City 
North Edsa: Eastwood City Walk 2 in Libis; and at 
the G/L of SM Fairview. 


FUEGO Hotels brings “Flavors of Spain 2," a 
Spanish food festival to ba held at Taal Vista Hotel 
in Tagaytay (Oct. 16-31), Pearl Farm Beach Re- 
sort in Davao (Nov. 13-30) and Club Punta Fuego 
in Batangas (Nov. 19-30). Сай 7501999, 
7513088/89 or 7501896/98. 


CINNABON launches Cinnabon Ham and Cheese Croissant. Enjoy them with regular Café 
Americano for P80 at the following outlets: Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, Makati; 
Robinsons Place Manila; Shell Travel Plaza-South Luzon; Shell South Luzon-Select; Shell 
‘Travel Plaza-North Luzon; Shell North Luzon-Select; SM Megamall; The Podium; San Miguel 
East Wing of Robinsons Galleria; and Greenhills Shopping Center. 


Salud to good . . . ..... 


(А 


fle’ 


< patis Tesoro, know what we mean. It was Patis 


and husband Tito who encouraged the two to 
expand their operations beyond Baguio. Patis 
even had a separate kitchen and staff house 
built within the property. Workers are also fin 
ishinga parking area somewhere in front. 

‘That would mean, however, opening the 
family’s weekend home to strangers, Like 
Bistro Salud їп Baguio, says Nina, Kusina 
Salud “evolved from a space in one of my fam- 
ily's homes.” Since people have been trooping. 
to the place regularly for quite some time 
now, its simply a matter of, well, charging 
them. 

“It will also be a venue for the arts,” she 
adds, "Most of the featured artists, this time, 
will be my mom's friends.” 

Tor starters, Kusina Salud will be featuring 
the artworks of Carlitos Ortega and former 
Dutch ambassador Theo Arnold. Nina, the 
resident events organizers, already has sever 
al parties lined up. 

To make the trip more worthwhile, Nina 
and several restaurant and resort owners plan 
to hook up and promote the destination to 
tourists 

Tor starters, 
they're coming out 
with a map pinpoint- 
ing their establish- 
mens and various 
places of interests 
‘And the best part В, 
unlike, say, going to 
Baguio, you dont 
have to travel for six 
hours to savor the 
sights, sounds and 
flavors Laguna and 
parts of Quezon. 


Call Kusina Salud 
їп: Manila, 
(02)7265057 and 
(02)7246203; San 
Pablo, (049)2466878. 
and (049)2466877; 
0921-7726985. E. 
mail kusi- 
nosalud Qyahoo.com. 


E-mail the author 
at avergaraQinquir- 
ercom.ph 


(top photo) 
HUSBAND-AND- 
WIFE team Paul and 
Nina Poblador feels 
athome; (left) a 
space for art will 
feature local artists 
from Laguna and 
Quezon, 


in is Avel Bacudio, Alex Pigao 
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Armhand Remojo, Frederick Alba, & Gener Gozum w/i! «iso 
йгөгепї thet сапе. Retaso fashion gala wil 
с September 25, 2004; 7 p.m. Centennial Ballroom 
of the Manila Hotel, CHILDHOPE 
FOUNDATION < ; рге» and 
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| At Sorabol Korean BBQ, 
diners can seek out new 
adventures in Korean flavor 


jou Eum 


CHAPCHAE (Korean Glass Noodles in sesame ой and soy sauce) 
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LIFESTYLE 


PF DIARRAEA 


affect#20 million children every year 


КОКО 


BERGEN 


‘According to the World Health Organization (WHO), water-borne diseases take the lives of 
at least 3.4 million people each year, making them collectively more lethal than AIDS.* 


For pure and safe drinking water, trust Wilkins, It contains no bacteria, no parasites, 
no life threatening diseases, nothing but pure and safe distilled drinking water. 


+ Wart oats gran Aran Saa Facts anl urs (as o August 28, 2002) 


Wilki 

УУ Ш ins 
NOTHING BUT PURE AND SAFE 
DISTILLED DRINKING WATER 


For Inquiries and 5-Gallon Deliveries CALL CUSTOMER CARE HOTLINE 609-9111 + 
Provincial Toll-Free 1-800-10-689-9111 » Text messaging (0917) 689-9111 * Visit www.wilkins.com.ph. 


Wilkins is а registered trademark of The Coca-Cola Company. © 2004 The Coca-Cola Company 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Roger Carpio 


HEN most people think of Korean 
food, they think of kimchi, ty 
Korea's famous side dish | g 

which, along with rice, accompa- и 

nies almost every meal 

But at Sorabol Korean BBQ, 
diners can seek out new ad- 
ventures in Korean flavor 
"Consumers are becoming 
more adventurous and de- 
manding when it comes to 
the food they choose to eat 
when dining out. So Sorabot 
is responding to the trend Бу 
offering a wide variety of Ko 
rean dishes," says Lorraine Lim 
Aguila, Sorabol franchise own- 
en 
"The main feature of Sorabol is 
Korean barbecue, which includes 
Kalbi (barbecued short ribs) and Dak 
Guyee (barbecued chicken). There are also 
noodles with egg or spinach, appetizers like 
dumplings, scallion pancakes and rice rolls, 
salads, rice bowls served with chapchae noo- 
dles and rice and vegetarian meals. 

The highly nutritious Korean food is low in 
calories, being made chiefly of a wide variety 
of vegetables, Seasonings include garlic, red 
pepper, scallions, soy sauce, fermented bean 
paste, ginger and sesame oil 

‘An example is Beef Bulgogi, a Korean-style 
beef and vegetable dish in traditional garlic 
sesame barbecue sauce with straw mush- 
rooms, peppers and onions. "Beef Bulgogi 
represents a treat for the growing number of 
diners who shun the ordinary,” Aguila says 


Prosperous business 

Sorabol, named after the prosperous capi- 
tal of the Shilla Dynasty, first opened in 1979 
at the San Francisco Bay Area. The restau- 
тап logo isa dragon, which was said to pro- 
tect that ancient city, The resto's founder, 
Young-Ran Hong, believes this symbol is 
lucky for the business. 

After winning numerous awards and re 
ceiving good reviews from the Bay Area's fa 
mously hard-to-please food critics, Sorabol 
quickly acquired a long list of Korean food en- 
thusiass 
‘Sorabol now has 15 outlets in California. In 


— 


BIBIMBAP 
(Vegetable rice 
topped with fried 
egg, served with chili 
sauce) 


DOOBOO CHIM 
(Spicy bean curd 

sauteed in spicy 
Korean sauce) 


| d Delectable 
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BEEF BULGOGI 
(Korean 
barbecue beef) 


KALBI Chim (Beef ribs stew) 


the Philippines, Sorabol Korean BBQ is locat 
ed at 2/1, Tastebuds, Robinsons Place, Ermi- 

ta, Manila (tel. 5210211); Food Choices, 
Greenbelt 3, Makati (7574006); UG/L, SM 
Southmall (8004729); and Center Car Park, 
Greenhills Shopping Center (7271547) 

"The design of Sorabol in California is similar 
to а food court, says Aguila, who used to dine 
with her sister Lora in one of is branches. 

"The food is so delicious we decided to bring 
it home to the Philippines. Were the first to 
open а franchise in Asia, And the owners are so 
happy because they have received invitations to 
open in Singapore and Malaysia. The owner 
even wants the Singaporean franchisee to tai 
with us” Aguila says. 

The Same menu is served in the franchises, 
Aguila says, but adapted to the Filipino 
palate, The spices, ой and noodles used in the 
restaurants are imported from Korea. "But we 
don't make the dishes too spicy because Fil- 
ipinos are not too fond of spicy food,” she 
says. 

Sorabol's Filipino cooks were trained by 
the Korean chef of the San Francisco outlets. 
He visits the franchises once a year to check 
on the quality of food. 

“Korean food is akin to Chinese and 

Japanese cuisines based on our research. Its 
‘not too salty nor too ойу and not too spicy. 
But many diners say the food is flavor- 
ful, And сап say we're the only con- 
temporary Korean restaurant that 
has a bright and fun design. 105 

very mainstream," Aguila says. 


Email the author at rbur- 
os@inquirercom.ph 


